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Left: The U.S. government, working with the University of California, Berkeley, is developing an exoskeleton designed to improve soldiers’ ability to march with large loads on their
backs. The project has cost $50 million so far. Right: Reservist Carlos Owens Jr., at 6 feet 5 inches tall, is dwarfed by the “mecha” — mechanical exoskeleton — he’s building at
his family’s home outside Wasilla, Alaska. The 27-year-old iron worker has been working on his creation since October 2003, spending $15,000 of his own money. He hopes to
debut the machine, with sledgehammer fists and flame-thrower arms, at the Alaska Raceway this spring. Owens envisions military uses for his project.

JIM LAVRAKAS/Courtesy of the Anchorage (Alaska) Daily NewsPhoto courtesy of the University of California, Berkeley
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States

Church abuse trial: Prosecutors
rested their case against the de-

frocked priest at the center of Boston’s
church abuse scandal with testimony

on recovered memory, a topic the defense
also hopes to tackle.

Prosecution witness Dr. James Chu, an as-
sociate professor at Harvard Medical
School, said it is not uncommon for adults
who suffer trauma as children to repress
memories of the experience.

The testimony was an attempt to bolster
the account of a 27-year-old firefighter who
says he remembered in early 2002 that he’d
been repeatedly raped and molested by
former priest Paul Shanley from 1983 to
1989.

Following an off day Tuesday, Shanley’s
lawyer plans to call only one witness — Eliz-
abeth Loftus, a University of California psy-
chologist who has challenged the reliability
of recovered memory.

Jackson jury selection: Michael Jackson
stood and smiled as he faced the first pro-
spective jurors in his criminal trial.

Jackson, dressed in an all-white suit and a
jewel-trimmed vest and
belt, rose and remained
standing as two batches
of prospects — about
150 in the morning and
another 150 in the after-
noon — filed into the
Santa Maria, Calif.,
courtroom Monday. The
singer, his lawyers, and
prosecutors remained si-
lent as Judge Rodney S.
Melville questioned the
prospects about their
willingness to serve.

By the end of the day Monday, Melville
had listened to 138 people who asked to be
excused, but the only person he dismissed
immediately was a woman who was eight
months pregnant.

Children’s drowning deaths: A Colorado
woman who told investigators she drowned
her two children after receiving a sign from a
spider was found not guilty by reason of insan-
ity and ordered to be committed to the state
mental hospital for an indeterminate period.

Two defense psychiatrists and another tes-
tifying on behalf of prosecutors told a judge
during an eight-hour hearing Monday that
Rebekah Amaya was insane at the time of
the October 2003 drownings.

Amaya, who was charged with two counts
of first-degree murder in the deaths of
Grace Headlee, 4, and Gabriel Amaya, 5
months, had pleaded not guilty by reason of
insanity.

Democratic leadership race: With
Howard Dean rapidly gaining momentum
in his bid to become na-
tional Democratic
Party chairman, the
spotlight is turning to-
ward organized labor.

About two-dozen
members of the AFL-
CIO’s executive com-
mittee were set to meet
Tuesday morning to dis-
cuss whether to en-
dorse a candidate.

Some Democrats
who closely watch
labor say they doubted
labor would unite behind a Dean alternative
with the front-runner surging ahead and
labor facing its own internal power struggle.

New York subway fire: The cause of a fire
that disabled the A and C subway lines in
New York City is a mystery, officials said.

Initially, transit officials believed a home-
less person set the Jan. 23 fire, which
spread to a signal relay room at the Cham-

bers Street station. But police later called
the theory premature.

Now fire department officials say there is
no information that would lead them to ar-
rive at a particular cause of the blaze.

Investigators have ruled out defective
wires and sparks that come from trains.

World

South Asia tsunami: The top U.N. tourism
official called Asia’s tsunami the worst-
ever catastrophe for the world’s tourism in-
dustry, and Indonesia announced Tuesday
that it found the bodies of 1,000 additional
victims — more than five weeks after the di-
saster.

U.N. World Tourism Organization chief
Francesco Frangialli told delegates attend-
ing a special tourism conference in Thai-
land that the disaster “was the greatest ca-
tastrophe ever recorded in the history of
world tourism” because of the high number
of tourists and industry workers who died.

Milosevic war crimes tribunal: Slobodan
Milosevic’s nationalist allies demanded on
Tuesday that all legal proceedings against
the former president’s family members be
ended.

The Serbian Radical Party said that the
charges brought against Milosevic’s wife
and son in Serbia should be withdrawn be-
cause they are impeding his ongoing de-
fense before the U.N. war crimes tribunal.

Milosevic’s son Marko fled the country
shortly after his ouster and was tried in ab-
sentia for threatening and harassing
anti-Milosevic activists in 1999. His
six-month prison sentence was recently
overturned and a retrial was ordered.

Milosevic’s wife, Mirjana Markovic, also
fled Serbia in 2003.

Remembering Zhao Ziyang: A group of
dissidents based inside China and overseas
said Tuesday they plan to honor ousted Com-
munist Party leader Zhao Ziyang with a li-
brary and other memorials.

In a statement signed by more than 200
people, some of them prominent intellectu-
als and lawyers based in the mainland, the
group also protested the apparent arrests of
several dissidents who it said disappeared
after trying to pay tribute to Zhao, who died
Jan. 17 at age 85.

“We strongly oppose these outrageous ac-
tions by the government and demand that
they desist from further such measures,”
said a statement on behalf of the group by
Wang Juntao, an activist and student at Co-
lombia University.

Naples mob violence: Paramilitary police

reinforced checkpoints in the suburbs of Na-
ples Tuesday after the mob war that has
plagued the southern Italian city claimed
four more victims.

Three bodies were found handcuffed in
the Casavatore suburb late Monday, said Car-
abinieri official Angelo Mazzagatti. He said
the three were thought to have ties to the Di
Lauro clan, a part of Naples’ Camorra crime
syndicate that has been involved in a bloody
battle with a breakaway group in recent
months, resulting in several brutal killings.

Earlier Monday, a 63-year-old man, fa-
ther of one of the members of the break-
away group, was gunned down in a shop,
Mazzagatti said.

Deadly factory explosion: Managers of a
Chinese fireworks factory where an explo-
sion killed 37 people have been sentenced to
up to seven years in prison, the government
said Tuesday.

The explosion Oct. 4 at the factory in the
southern region of Guangxi destroyed three
workshops, tore the roofs off nearby houses
and left the ground strewn with bodies and
rubble, according to news reports.

Three factory managers were sentenced
Monday on charges of causing a nuisance
using dangerous materials, the official Xin-
hua News Agency said. It didn’t give any de-
tails of what caused the blast.

Iran nuclear talks: Iran’s vice president
on Tuesday urged Europeans to speed up
talks with his country on its nuclear pro-
gram, trade and regional security.

“We have to take the negotiations serious-
ly and accelerate them,” said Gholamreza
Aghazadeh who also serves as head of Iran’s
atomic energy organization.

Aghazadeh met with the European
Union’s foreign policy chief, Javier Solana,
amid negotiations the EU hopes will lead to
Iran committing to restrictions that will en-
sure its nuclear program can’t be used to
build bombs.

Patient deaths in Germany: Authorities
have found evidence that a nurse who has
admitted giving lethal injections to 16 elder-
ly patients at a German hospital may have
been responsible for another 13 deaths, pros-
ecutors said Tuesday.

After autopsies on 42 former patients,
lead prosecutor Herbert Pollert said his
team had collected enough evidence to
charge the unidentified 26-year-old nurse
with the additional deaths.

The man, who remains in jail pending
trial, now faces six counts of murder, 22
counts of manslaughter and one case of as-
sisted suicide.

Stories and photos from wire services

Jackson

Dean

Israel’s withdrawal plan: Israeli soldiers detain an activist during a demonstration against

the confiscation of Palestinian land for the construction of Israel’s separation barrier near
the West Bank town of Hebron on Tuesday. Israel is going to slow its planned pullout from
five West Bank towns after a day of violence strained an informal cease-fire, and it will stop

the process altogether if Palestinians don’t halt all attacks, Israeli security officials said
Tuesday. Despite the warning, Palestinian militants fired three mortar shells at a Jewish
settlement in Gaza on Tuesday, following a barrage Monday.
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BY LEO SHANE III

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Senators
and military leaders on Tuesday
praised Department of Defense
plans to raise death payouts up to
$500,000, but disagreed with limit-
ing those changes to only troops
in combat zones.

Changes would raise the cur-
rent Servicemembers Group Life
Insurance ceiling from $250,000
to $400,000, and raise the death
gratuity from $12,420 to $100,000,
all tax-free.

Top officers from all four
armed services testified before
the Senate Armed Services Com-
mittee about the proposal, saying
it’s an important step toward sup-
porting the troops and their fami-
lies.

Asked about the limits on the
proposal, they said they would
prefer to see those benefits ex-
tended to all active-duty troops
and reservists, not just people
who die in war zones.

“Their families and children
can’t make the distinction,” said
Adm. John Nathman, vice chief of
naval operations for the Navy. “I
don’t think we should either.”

Gen. William Nyland, assistant
commandant of the Marine
Corps, said he worries the policy
as proposed would exclude troops
killed while training to go into
combat, or those killed in off-site
support roles.

“If a young man or a young
lady steps forward and raises
their right hand to serve this
great nation, I think we have to be
very careful about making any
distinctions about the kind of ser-
vice they render,” Nyland said.

The Department of Defense
plan would also pay for the first
$150,000 in life insurance for all
troops in combat zones. Both that
insurance coverage and the death
gratuity would be retroactive to
Oct. 7, 2001, to include all troops
killed in the war on terror.

The proposals mirror legisla-
tion already introduced in the Sen-
ate and will be included in Presi-
dent Bush’s 2006 budget propos-
al, scheduled to be submitted to
Congress next week.

“There is nothing in a financial
sense we can do to replace a lost
servicemember,” said David
Chu, undersecretary of defense
for personnel and readiness. “We
recognize that. But we can make
their (families’) lives comfortable
and we can give them the appro-
priate financial tools to move for-
ward.”

Sen. Jeff Sessions, R-Ala., who
is sponsoring a bill with the same
provisions, said the changes
would cost $459 million the first
year with about $280 million in
retroactive payments. Future
costs would depend on the num-
ber of deaths.

Several Democratic senators
echoed the military concerns
about limiting the benefits only to
combat deaths, saying it was law-
makers’ duty to ensure all service-
members’ families are taken care
of financially.

“No benefit can replace the life
of a soldier, sailor, airman or Ma-
rine … but that doesn’t mean our
benefits shouldn’t be full and gen-
erous,” said Sen. Carl Levin,
D-Mich. “Obviously I support the
increased benefits, but I believe it
should be for all soldiers killed on
duty.”

Chu said the new policy is in
specific response to combat
deaths in Iraq and Afghanistan,
and all families of troops killed
while serving are eligible for a
host of benefits like housing sup-
port, education subsidies and fi-
nancial assistance programs.

As of Monday, 1,415 Americans
had died in the Iraq conflict and
156 had died in Afghanistan and
other places designated part of
the global war on terrorism, ac-
cording to the Pentagon.

The Associated Press contributed to this
story.
E-mail Leo Shane at:
shanel@stripes.osd.mil

Iraq militants claim to have
taken U.S. soldier hostage

Death payout
may raise up
to $500,000
Senators praise DOD for plan but disagree with
limiting changes to only troops in combat zones

Proposed death benefit changes

Current program New proposal

� Death gratuity* $12,420 $100,000
� Automatic insurance* $0 $150,000

� Most insurance

� purchasable $250,000 $400,000
� Tax-free? Yes Yes

*Only for troops in designated combat areas.

AP

Interim Iraqi President Ghazi al-Yawer speaks to the media in Baghdad on Tuesday. Al-Yawer said it would be

“complete nonsense” to ask foreign troops to leave the country now, although some could depart by

year’s end. The ink-stained finger is a sign that he voted in Sunday’s election.

BY MARIAM FAM

The Associated Press

BAGHDAD — Iraqi militants
claimed in a Web statement Tues-
day to have taken an American
soldier hostage and threatened to
behead him in 72 hours unless the
Americans release Iraqi prison-
ers.

The posting, on a Web site that
frequently carried militants’ state-
ments, included a photo of what
appeared to be an American sol-
dier in desert fatigues seated with
his hands tied behind his back.

A gun barrel was pointed at his
head, and he is seated in front of a
black banner emblazoned with
the Islamic profession of faith,
“There is no god but God and Mu-
hammad is His prophet.”

A statement posted with the pic-
ture suggested the group was
holding other soldiers.

“Our mujahadeen heroes of
Iraq’s Jihadi Battalion were able
to capture American military
man John Adam after killing a
number of his comrades and cap-
turing the rest,” said the state-
ment, signed by the “Mujahedeen
Brigades.”

“God willing, we will behead
him if our female and male prison-
ers are not released from U.S.
prisons within the maximum peri-
od of 72 hours from the time this
statement has been released,” the
statement said.

The claim, carried on the Web
site ansarnet.ws, could not be veri-
fied.

A U.S. military spokesman in
Baghdad, Marine Sgt. Salju K. Th-
omas, said he had no information
on the claim but “we are current-
ly looking into it.”

“There is no indication that any
of our people are missing at this
point,” said Staff Sgt. Nick Minec-
ci, a spokesman for U.S. forces in
Iraq, reached by phone in Bagh-
dad.

In a news conference on Tues-
day, Iraq’s president said it would
be “complete nonsense” to ask for-
eign troops to leave the country
now, although some could depart

by year’s end. Officials began the
final vote tally from elections to
produce a government to con-
front the insurgency.

Despite scattered clashes in
rebel areas across the country,
Iraq reopened its borders Tues-
day and commercial flights took
off from Baghdad International
Airport as authorities eased secu-
rity restrictions imposed to pro-
tect last weekend’s landmark vot-
ing.

In Baghdad, about 200 election
workers Tuesday began the sec-
ond — and possibly final — stage
of the count. They reviewed tally
sheets prepared by workers who
counted ballots starting Sunday
night at the 5,200 polling centers
across the country and began
crunching the numbers into 80
computer terminals. Officials
said no figures were expected to
be released Tuesday.

The ballots themselves have
also been sent to Baghdad, but
will not be recounted unless there
are challenges or discrepancies
in the tally sheets, officials said.

Sunday’s election, which oc-
curred without catastrophic rebel
attacks, raised hopes that a new
Iraqi government would be able
to assume greater responsibility
for security, hastening the day
when the 170,000 U.S. and other
foreign troops can go home.

During a news conference, in-
terim Iraqi President Ghazi
al-Yawer was asked whether the
presence of foreign troops might
be fueling the Sunni Arab revolt
by encouraging rebel attacks.

“It’s only complete nonsense to
ask the troops to leave in this
chaos and this vacuum of power,”
al-Yawer, a Sunni Arab, said.

He said foreign troops should
leave only after Iraq’s security
forces are built up, the country’s
security situation has improved
and some pockets of terrorists are
eliminated.

“By the end of this year, we
could see the number of foreign
troops decreasing,” al-Yawer
said.

Al-Yawer had been a strong

critic of some aspects of the U.S.
military’s performance in Iraq, in-
cluding the three-week Marine
siege of the Sunni rebel city of Fal-
lujah in April.

Al-Yawer helped negotiate an
end to that siege. But the city fell
into the hands of insurgents and
religious zealots, forcing the Ma-
rines to recapture Fallujah last
November in some of the heaviest
urban combat for American forc-
es since the Vietnam war.

“There were some mistakes” in
the occupation “but to be fair ... I
think all in all it was positive, the
contribution of the foreign forces
in Iraq,” al-Yawer said. “It was
worth it.”

Later Tuesday, Defense Minis-
ter Hazem Shaalan said Iraq
would only ask U.S. and other
forces to leave when the coun-
try’s own troops were capable of
taking on insurgents.

“We don’t want to have foreign
troops in our country, but at the
same time we believe that these
forces should stay for some time
until we are able to control the
borders and establish a new mod-
ern army and we have efficient in-
telligence,” Shaalan told report-
ers. “At that time ... we’ll ask
them to leave.”

A former Abu Ghraib guard
pleaded guilty Tuesday to battery
and two other charges in the Iraqi
prison abuse scandal as part of a
plea agreement with prosecutors.

Sgt. Javal Davis, 27, also plead-
ed guilty to dereliction of duty
and making a false official state-
ment to Army investigators after
photographs of naked and abused
detainees were made public last
spring.

Davis, from New Jersey plead-
ed not guilty to two other charges:
conspiracy and maltreating de-
tainees. He had been set to go to
trial Wednesday.

The pleas were entered after
Col. James Pohl, the judge, reject-
ed efforts by Davis’ lawyer, Paul
Bergrin, to get all the charges dis-
missed.

Stars and Stripes reporter Jon Anderson
contributed to this report from the
Pentagon.
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Drug research

Military researchers see the
leishmaniasis solution in stark
terms: Find a pill soldiers can
take while deployed, said Dr.
Alan McGill, an infectious dis-
ease specialist, said.

The Silver Spring, Md.-based
Walter Reed Army Institute of Re-
search has embarked on a
five-year Leishmaniasis Re-
search Program to find a new
treatment for the skin disease.

Although the WRAIR program
is less than a year old, research-
ers are moving very quickly,
McGill said.

“We hope to begin some clini-
cal trials [with experimental
drugs] before the end of the
year,” McGill said.

Researchers there have an an-
nual budget of about $1 million
and a five-year “sunset” clause,
according to McGill, head of re-
search at the institute.

“That means we do it in five
years, or bust,” McGill said.

Success is possible in a relative-
ly short time, McGill believes, be-
cause basic research in leishma-
niasis “has been done 15 times in
the last few decades,” McGill
said. “What we need is to make
[treatment] products and get
them into the field.”

The only drug available to treat
cutaneous leishmaniasis is Pen-
tostam, which the Federal Drug
Administration classifies as ex-
perimental. Patients undergo 10
to 20 intravenous drips with the
drug, which only two military hos-
pitals — Walter Reed and Brooke
Army Medical Center in San Anto-
nio, Texas — are approved to ad-
minister.

Meanwhile, the U.S. military
“is going to be in leishmania-
sis-generating areas for genera-
tions,” McGill said. “So why don’t
we just fix this problem?”

Instead of trying to develop a
drug from scratch, WRAIR re-
searchers are working with two
commercial drugmakers to see if
products they have developed to
treat other diseases might also be
effective against cutaneous leish-
maniasis, McGill said.

— Lisa Burgess

The Associated Press

As of Monday, at least 1,433 members
of the U.S. military have died since the be-
ginning of the Iraq war in March 2003, ac-
cording to an Associated Press count. At
least 1,089 died as a result of hostile ac-
tion, the Defense Department said.

The AP count includes four military ci-
vilians and is 18 higher than the Defense
Department’s tally, last updated at 10
a.m. EST Monday.

The British military has reported 86
deaths; Italy, 20; Poland, 16; Ukraine, 16;
Spain, 11; Bulgaria, seven; Slovakia,
three; Estonia, Thailand and the Nether-
lands, two each; and Denmark, El Salva-
dor, Hungary, Latvia and Kazakhstan one
death each.

Since May 1, 2003, when President
Bush declared that major combat opera-
tions in Iraq had ended, 1,295 U.S. mili-
tary members have died, according to
AP’s count. That includes at least 980
deaths resulting from hostile action, ac-
cording to the military’s numbers.

The latest deaths reported by the mili-
tary and the State Department:

� Three U.S. Marines were killed in
combat south of Baghdad on Monday.

The latest identifications reported by
the Defense Department:

� Army Capt. Orlando A. Bonilla, 27,
Killeen, Texas, and Army Chief Warrant
Officer Charles S. Jones, 34, Lawtey, Fla.;
died Friday in a helicopter accident in
Baghdad; assigned to the 1st Squadron,
7th Cavalry Regiment, 1st Cavalry Divi-
sion, Fort Hood, Texas.

� Navy Lt. Cmdr. Edward E. Jack, 51,
Detroit; died Saturday in a noncombat re-
lated incident aboard the USS Bonhom-
me Richard; assigned to Commander, De-
stroyer Squadron Seven, home port San
Diego.

� Marine Sgt. Andrew K. Farrar Jr.,
31, Weymouth, Mass., died Friday in a
nonhostile incident in Iraq’s Anbar prov-
ince; assigned to Headquarters and Ser-
vice Battalion, 2nd Force Service Support
Group, II Marine Expeditionary Force,
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

� Marine Cpl. Timothy A. Knight, 22,
Brooklyn, Ohio; died Wednesday when
the helicopter he was in crashed near Rut-
bah, Iraq; assigned to 1st Battalion, 3rd
Marine Regiment, 3rd Marine Division,
III Marine Expeditionary Force, Marine
Corps Base Hawaii.

� Marine Lance Cpl. Nazario Serrano,
20, Irving, Texas; died Sunday in Iraq’s
Anbar province; assigned to the Combat
Service Support Battalion 1, Combat Ser-
vice Support Group 11, 1st Force Service
Support Group, I Marine Expeditionary
Force, Camp Pendleton, Calif.

� Navy Lt. Cmdr Keith E. Taylor, 47, Ir-
vine, Calif.; died Jan. 29, in a rocket at-
tack on the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad; as-
signed to Commander, U.S. Naval Forces,
Central Command, Iraq Detachment.

� Army Sgt. 1st Class Mickey E. Zaun,
27, Brooklyn Park, Minn., died Friday in
Mosul, Iraq, from injuries received in a
collision between two armored vehicles;
assigned to the U.S. Army Special Opera-
tions Command, Fort Bragg, N.C.

U.S. deaths in Iraq

BY LISA BURGESS

Stars and Stripes

ARLINGTON, Va. — U.S.-based military doc-
tors are bracing for a wave of servicemembers
returning from Iraq this spring whose treat-
ment for a skin disease has been delayed by
the dangerous security situation there.

The soldiers who may be infected with cuta-
neous leishmaniasis are mostly from the 1st
Brigade of the 25th Infantry Division, the Ar-
my’s “Stryker Brigade,” according to Dr. Alan
McGill, infectious disease specialist at Walter
Reed Army Institute of Research in Silver
Spring, Md.

“We’ve heard rumors of a couple hundred
cases in the Stryker Brigade,” McGill said Fri-
day.

But travel in Iraq is so perilous for U.S.
troops that health care staff there are choosing
to let suspected cases of the disease go, rather
than risk a trip to the large medical facilities
for diagnosis, said McGill, the U.S. military’s
leading leishmaniasis expert.

“Doctors in the field are making some hard
choices, because any movement in Iraq places
your life in jeopardy,” he said.

McGill said he agrees with that decision, be-
cause the sores caused by cutaneous leishma-
niasis eventually go away without treatment.

“If I were over there, I wouldn’t take the risk
of sending [a soldier] to [a large medical facili-
ty] to treat a skin lesion that’s going to get bet-
ter anyway,” McGill said.

Although treatment for some may have been
delayed, troops whose skin lesions are serious
will be accommodated once their deployments
are over, McGill promised.

“The security situation may have prevented
a timely evaluation by stateside standards, but
as soon as these guys get home, we are going to
take care of them,” McGill said.

Leishmaniasis takes hold when infected
sand flies bite humans who sleep on the ground
or work in very dirty, sandy environments.

Human cases of leishmaniasis mostly fall
into one of two categories: cutaneous, which
causes skin lesions that vary from the size of a
pencil head to larger than the bottom of a soda
can; and visceral, a far more serious variation
which leaves no external marks, instead attack-
ing the internal organs.

Untreated visceral leishmaniasis can be
fatal, according to the Centers for Disease Con-
trol and Prevention in Atlanta.

But sores from cutaneous leishmaniasis
“heal on their own, [although] this can take
months or even years … and leave ugly scars,”
according to CDC spokesman Llelwyn Grant.

U.S. military doctors diagnosed about 750
cases of leishmaniasis among troops who par-
ticipated in the first rotations of Operations
Iraqi Freedom or Enduring Freedom in Af-
ghanistan, McGill said.

Of those, only four cases of visceral leishma-
niasis have been diagnosed, two from Iraq, and
two from Afghanistan, he said.

Military physicians are expecting fewer
cases among troops deployed in the second ro-
tations of OIF and OEF, because most troops
now stay in screened, air-conditioned facilities
— one of the CDC’s primary recommendations
for avoiding infection.

To date, WRAIR has received confirmed re-
ports of about 20 cases of leishmaniasis from
OIF2 and OEF2 troops, all of which are cutane-
ous, McGill said.

Nevertheless, “we think that we’ll see a de-
layed bubble of cases in March and April,”
when second rotation troops begin coming
home in large numbers, McGill said. “If we see
100 cases that need [treatment], I would not be
surprised.”

E-mail Lisa Burgess at: burgessl@stripes.osd.mil

BY JON R. ANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — Special operations
forces from the U.S.-led contingent in Af-
ghanistan are now training Pakistani units
on helicopter-borne assault tactics, accord-
ing to top operations officer in the region.

Col. Cardon B. Crawford, the director of
operations for Combined Joint Task
Force-Afghanistan, which oversees military
activities there and in neighboring Pakistan,
Uzbekistan and Tajikistan, said the training
was designed to help Pakistani forces be-
come more proficient in “air assault opera-
tions.”

Crawford, speaking with reporters in
Washington, did not offer specifics, but did
confirm the training was taking place in Pa-
kistan.

Crawford said the training mission comes
as leaders have been working to ease
cross-border tensions between Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

Afghanistan’s government routinely
points to Pakistan, which financed the Tali-
ban’s rise in the country, as the source of
much of the country’s lingering insurgency
and other woes.

“There are some problems along the bor-
der,” he said.

Maj. Gen. Eric Olsen, the senior tactical
commander in Afghanistan, was recently
dispatched to Pakistan in the wake of a bor-
der skirmish between Pakistani and coali-
tion forces, he said.

“As a result of that last little dustup, Maj.
Gen. Olson went to Islamabad to talk to Paki-
stani general officers to make sure that it
was clear that it was certainly a misunder-
standing,” Crawford said.

Crawford said Pakistani units have now
been given tactical radios to help improve
communications between forces on both
sides of the border.

That simple fix has led to very practical
benefits.

“The Pakistanis have adjusted our artil-
lery fire into the Pakistani side” of the bor-
der, said Crawford. “That’s a huge step for-
ward.”

Meanwhile, Crawford said, U.S. forces
are preparing for the next major rotation of
troops in the region. The Italy-based South-
ern European Task Force will replace the
Hawaii-based 25th Infantry Division begin-
ning in March.

“Certainly one of the most important mis-
sions they’ll support while they’re there is
the National Assembly elections,” said
Crawford.

Slated for this spring, those elections have
been repeatedly pushed back and Crawford
said it’s now likely the polls won’t happen
until summer as local officials wrestle with
delineating district boundaries, among
other things.

“What we’re going to have to see, and this
hasn’t been determined yet, is whether the
National Assembly elections are going to be
held in one day — and this certainly has se-
curity implications — or is it going to be roll-
ing-type elections where you might do a few
provinces” at a time.

Crawford said while overall U.S. force lev-
els would likely remain at more than 16,000
into the year, he said troop presence could
spike in the build up to the elections.

“That’s the only time you might see levels
increase,” Crawford said.

E-mail Jon R. Anderson at:
andersonj@mail.estripes.osd.mil

U.S. training
Pakistanis
in air assault
operations

Delayed attack on skin disease

Courtesy of Walter Reed Army Institute of Research

Laboratory technologist Juan Mendez examines

Leishmania major, the parasite which causes

leishmaniasis, in cultures under a microscope

at Walter Reed Army Institute of Research in

Silver Spring, Md.

Troops unable to be
treated in Iraq will be
seen by doctors in U.S.
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The Associated Press

OSNABRUECK, Germany —
A British soldier testifying in the
court-martial of three colleagues
accused of abusing Iraqi cap-
tives said Tuesday he was no
longer sure he had seen one of
the defendants threatening two
detainees with a pole.

Lance Cpl. Jonathan Petrice
originally told investigators that
defendant Lance Cpl. Darren
Larkin was wearing combat trou-
sers as he threatened two detain-
ees with a stick. On Tuesday, he
acknowledged that pictures of
the alleged abuse published in

newspapers show Larkin in
boxer shorts.

Petrice had said earlier Tues-
day that “I just recognized him
[Larkin] straightaway” when he
witnessed the scene. The soldier,
he said, was holding a pole in a
threatening way over one naked
Iraqi and another who appeared
to be undressing.

“It was of an aggressive na-
ture,” Petrice said. “I then real-
ized the untasteful nature of
what was happening.”

But under questioning by the
defense over the clothing issue,
Petrice said he “began to doubt”
his identification.

“I’m saying I may be mistaken
because I’m quite conflicted
with myself,” he said.

Larkin and the other soldiers
from the Royal Regiment of Fu-
siliers were charged with abuse
of Iraqis detained on suspicion
of looting a warehouse holding
humanitarian aid outside Basra
in May 2003.

The trial revolves around pho-
tos taken by a soldier who was ar-
rested in England after bringing
the film to be developed.

Larkin, 30, pleaded guilty to
one count of battery after prose-
cutors alleged he was the man
shown in a photo standing with
both feet on a tied-up Iraqi lying
on the ground.

Witness at trial of British soldiers accused
of abuse admits confusion over suspect ID

AL-JAZEERA/AP

Arab TV station Al–Jazeera aired a video Monday that insurgents claim is the wreckage of a British military

plane that crashed in Iraq, killing 10. The rebels say the C-130 Hercules was shot down north of Baghdad

over the weekend, but the authenticity of the video could not be confirmed.

BY BOBBY ROSS JR.

The Associated Press

Less than a year ago, Tabitha Bonilla’s fa-
ther gave his life for his country in Iraq.
Last week, her husband gave his, too.

Army Capt. Orlando A. Bonilla, 27, of
Killeen, Texas, was killed Friday in a heli-
copter accident in Baghdad. Her father,
Army Sgt. 1st Class Henry A. Bacon, 45,
died last February in a vehicle accident.

Through tears and long pauses, Orlando
Bonilla’s wife — and Henry Bacon’s daugh-

ter — tried to “do justice,” as she put it, to
the two most important men in her life.

“I stand behind my daddy and my hus-
band, and I stand behind the job they had
to do, and that’s my take on it,” she said. “I
just support them, regardless of who sent
them over there and why they sent them
over there, no matter whether it’s for right
or wrong reasons.”

Orlando Bonilla was attending the Uni-
versity of Texas at Austin and waiting to
get his Army commission when he took a
part-time job at a Target store in fall 1999.

That’s where he met his future wife, a fel-
low Target employee whose father was sta-
tioned at Fort Hood.

Bonilla’s “easygoing, sweet, gentleman-
ly” personality attracted Tabitha Bacon to
him, she said. He told her he had decided
in high school that he wanted to be an
Army pilot. “He liked flying,” she said.

Tabitha Bonilla’s mechanic father died
when he was hit by one vehicle while mak-
ing repairs on another in Dujayl, Iraq.
Bacon, who joined the Army in 1982, had
delayed his retirement to serve in the war
on terrorism, relatives said.

Bacon’s death delayed his son-in-law’s
deployment to Iraq, but only for a few
months.

The Bonillas, who married at Fort Hood,
would have celebrated their third wedding
anniversary March 16. He would have
turned 28 on March 18. But instead of par-
ties, his widow must now plan a funeral.

“I wanted to show him that I could be
strong,” said Tabitha Bonilla, 23, explain-
ing why she did not pressure her husband
to stay home. “I told him that my biggest re-
gret would be that if he left too and
wouldn’t come back.”

BY WARREN P. STROBEL

AND JOHN WALCOTT

Knight Ridder Newspapers

WASHINGTON — Concern is
mounting among U.S. intelli-
gence officials and diplomats that
al-Qaida-related groups may be
preparing terrorist attacks on Per-
sian Gulf bases that support
American military forces operat-
ing in Iraq.

The officials, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity, said unknown
individuals have been conducting
surveillance of
U.S. military
and diplomatic
facilities in
Qatar, the Per-
sian Gulf state
that houses the
forward head-
quarters of the
U.S. Central
Command,
which oversees
U.S. combat op-
erations in Iraq
and Afghani-
stan.

In nearby Ku-
wait, mean-
while, govern-
ment security
forces engaged
in deadly clash-
es Monday with armed militants,
the second such incident in two
days and the fourth in January.
On Friday, the State Department
issued a travel advisory for U.S.
citizens in Kuwait, warning that
terrorists might try to attack hous-
ing complexes used by Western-
ers.

Increased security at official
U.S. government installations
might force would-be terrorists to
seek “softer” targets, such as pub-
lic transportation, residential
areas and restaurants, the adviso-
ry said.

No similar travel advisory has
been issued for Qatar, but mili-
tary facilities have been on high
alert there for some time.

U.S. officials wouldn’t discuss
the concerns on the record, citing
the sensitivity of the issue. They

said intelligence suggesting a pos-
sible attack, while thought credi-
ble, doesn’t point to a specific
time or place for an attack, they
said.

Intelligence on terrorist threats
isn’t always followed by an at-
tack. In November, for example,
the State Department warned of a
possible attack on hotels in Qa-
tar’s capital, Doha, but later re-
scinded the warning.

Suspicious activity around U.S.
facilities in Qatar has been going

on for more than
a year. One Pen-
tagon official
said no increased
activity had been
detected, though
others said re-
cent intelligence
had raised the
level of alarm.

From the view-
point of Osama
bin Laden’s
al-Qaida network
and its various af-
filiates, an attack
on U.S. Persian
Gulf military
bases could desta-
bilize Gulf states
that cooperate
with the United
States and under-

score many Arabs’ opposition to
the U.S. military presence in the
region.

It would also likely drive up
world oil prices.

Since the Sept. 11, 2001, terror-
ist attacks in the United States,
al-Qaida has increasingly turned
its attention to undermining the
government of oil-rich Saudi Ara-
bia, which it views as an apostate
regime.

In Kuwait, the Kuwaiti monar-
chy, a close U.S. ally, has pro-
posed special security measures
to deal with an upsurge in Islamic
extremism. According to news re-
ports from the region, security
forces on Monday raided an apart-
ment in a suburb of Kuwait City,
arresting six militants, one of
whom died in custody, and killing
four others.

BY MICHAEL MCDONOUGH

The Associated Press

LONDON — Prime Minister
Tony Blair said Tuesday it was
still unclear what caused a Brit-
ish military transport plane to
crash north of Baghdad, killing
all 10 servicemen on board in Brit-
ain’s biggest single loss of life in
the Iraq conflict.

Insurgents claim to have shot
down the C-130 Hercules aircraft
north of Baghdad on Sunday, and
Al-Jazeera has aired a videotape
from guerrillas showing flaming
wreckage of a plane.

“Let me again express my sym-
pathy and condolences to the fam-
ilies of those that have died,”

Blair told the ITV television sta-
tion. “We don’t yet know the
exact cause of the crash. We hope
we will be able to give people
more details of that in due
course.”

The nine Royal Air Force per-
sonnel and one soldier on board
the aircraft died, a spokesman for
the Ministry of Defense said Tues-
day. They had previously been re-
ported missing and presumed
dead.

The deaths brought the British
military’s death toll from the Iraq
war to 86. The highest previous
death toll from a single incident
was eight British servicemem-
bers, killed in a helicopter crash

in which four Americans also
died in March 2003.

Britain’s Chief of the Air Staff,
Air Chief Marshal Sir Jock Stir-
rup, said a senior investigator
was on his way to Iraq, where
staff on the ground were already
sifting through the wreckage of
the C-130.

The Hercules was on an admin-
istrative flight between Baghdad
and a U.S. air base at Balad when
it went down 19 miles northwest
of Baghdad, the Ministry of De-
fense has said. The crash came on
election day, which insurgents
had pledged to disrupt.

It was not immediately possible
to determine if the wreckage
shown was that of the crashed
Hercules.

Blair: Unclear why plane crashed

Woman who lost father in Iraq loses husband in war, too

Qatar, Kuwait may be terror targets

U.S. officials warn

Persian Gulf bases

could face attack

On Friday, the

State Department

issued a travel

advisory for U.S.

citizens in

Kuwait, warning

that terrorists

might try to

attack housing

complexes used

by Westerners.
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BY LOLITA C. BALDOR

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — Connecti-
cut-based Sikorsky Aircraft,
which lost the prestigious con-
tract to build the new presidential
helicopter fleet on Friday, is ex-
pected to get funding from the fed-
eral government to build at least
84 aircraft, congressional sources
said.

The funding, likely to exceed
$2 billion for Navy and Army heli-
copters, is expected to be includ-
ed in the Pentagon budget that
will be released
next week and in
the Iraq war sup-
plemental spend-
ing plan, the
sources said. The
$80 billion war
supplemental
would include
five Black Hawks.

The 84 helicop-
ters would greatly
exceed the 59
Sikorsky aircraft
in this year’s bud-
get and may blunt
some of the finan-
cial effect of the
Navy’s announce-
ment Friday giv-
ing the Marine
One contract to
Lockheed Martin
and its interna-
tional partners.

Rocco Calo,
vice president of
Teamster’s Local
1150, said, “That’s going to keep
us busy.” Calo, at a news confer-
ence with Congress members
Monday, said there will be no
jobs lost at Sikorsky as a result of
the presidential helicopter deci-
sion.

“We are not going to suffer a
single layoff because of this deci-
sion,” Calo said.

But Connecticut members of
Congress were still not ready
Monday to give up on the Marine
One decision.

Rep. Rosa DeLauro, D-Conn.,
said she will be introducing legis-
lation Tuesday that would pre-
vent the Navy from buying an air-
craft that is less than 100 percent
American made.

That bill will face powerful op-
position from New York lawmak-
ers who backed Lockheed’s bid —
which will put a new manufactur-
ing plant and up to 750 new jobs
in Owego, N.Y. — making it un-
likely that Congress would void a

Navy contract that has already
been signed.

“I will vigorously oppose any ef-
forts in Congress to overturn the
Navy’s decision to choose the
US101 as the next presidential he-
licopter,” Sen. Hillary Clinton,
D-N.Y., said in a statement Mon-
day, adding that Lockheed’s air-
craft represents “the best that
New York and America has to
offer.”

Sen. Charles Schumer added
that Lockheed Martin had the
best product, and “the difference
is whether the jobs will be in New

York and Texas or
will they be in Con-
necticut.”

Sens. Christo-
pher J. Dodd and
Joe Lieberman,
both D-Conn.,
were at Sikorsky
with DeLauro on
Monday. They
said they will seek
a meeting with the
secretary of the
Navy and demand
an explanation.

The Navy on
Monday reiterat-
ed its defense of
the contract
award, saying that
both proposals
were fairly consid-
ered and the Lock-
heed bid met the
criteria and was
the best overall
value.

Dodd acknowledged that De-
Lauro’s legislation faces an uphill
fight in Congress.

Sikorsky is now pinning more
of its future hopes on the Army
and Navy’s plans to replace hun-
dreds of helicopters in the com-
ing years.

According to several sources,
the Navy budget is expected to in-
clude funding for at least 40 of the
utility helicopters as part of an on-
going program to replace aging
Sikorsky-made Sea Hawks.

Under its five-year budget
plan, the Navy plans to buy 50 in
2007, 60 in 2008, and 70 in 2009.

In addition, the Army is expect-
ed to fund about 40 Black Hawks
in the budget coming out Mon-
day, as part of its program to re-
place 1,213 helicopters over the
next decade or more.

Army and Navy officials would
not comment on budget numbers.
But Army spokesman Bob Hunt
said the service is planning to buy
new Black Hawks to replace air-
craft that are about 20 years old.

Winning hearts and minds
one ‘happy meal’ at a time

BY SCOTT SCHONAUER

Stars and Stripes

NAVAL STATION ROTA,
Spain — Sailors aboard the guid-
ed-missile destroyer USS The Sul-
livans call them “happy meals.”

The neatly packed sacks of
goodies include rice, fruit, water
and pamphlets on who to call if
someone ever needs help.

During the ship’s deployment
to the Middle East, Navy teams in
small rubber boats approached
small vessels and gave them out
to fishermen. The handouts might
not seem like much, but the Navy
is hoping the goodwill gesture
will help make friends among the
local fishermen and score valu-
able intelligence on the bad guys.

“It’s building ties and building
a relationship that we hope will
eventually grow to the point that
we can start getting actionable in-
telligence toward stopping inter-
national terrorist organizations,”
said Cmdr. Wade Wilkenson, The
Sullivans’ commanding officer.

Dishing out the food and good-
ies is a relatively new method of
trying to dig up more information
on smugglers, pirates and terror-

ists who sail the high seas, but the
idea is not new to the military.

Soldiers and Marines have
used similar psychological tactics
on land to win the hearts and
minds of residents in places such
as Afghanistan and Iraq by deliv-
ering humanitarian aid to small
villages. For the Navy, the chal-
lenge is trying to meet face to
face with fishermen and sailors
aboard ships in international wa-
ters.

The Sullivans along with the
USS Underwood and the USS
Hue City made a port stop in Rota
on their way back to the United
States after a six-month deploy-
ment to the Mediterranean Sea
and Middle East.

The Sullivans, which is based
in Mayport, Fla., handed out
“happy meals” to 49 boats during
its deployment. The official term
for giving out the goodies is “intel
stops.”

At first, some of the Middle
Eastern fishermen were a little
apprehensive about the group of
American sailors approaching
their ship. But after awhile, the
fishermen warmed up to the team
with the help of a Pakistani trans-
lator. In addition to giving out

food and water, some packages in-
cluded matches and U.S. Navy
ball caps. A pamphlet in multiple
languages explained how to con-
tact them if they saw anything sus-
picious or knew of any possible
terrorist activity. The crew added
rice to the sacks after finding out
that it was the staple meal for the
fishermen.

Some fishermen tried to return
the favor, offering the day’s catch
to the team.

While the gifts didn’t immedi-
ately generate any tips on terror-
ists, the hope is that a better rap-
port with fishermen and mer-
chant ship captains in the region
will eventually turn up a treasure
trove of intelligence that could
thwart an attack before it hap-
pens.

“I don’t think there were any
SEAL teams that took out any ter-
rorists because of our friendly
boardings,” said Lt. j.g. Jonathan
Linder, one of the ship’s boarding
team officers. “But we have a bet-
ter idea what’s going on, what the
normal things are, so it’ll stick out
when we see something at the
time.”

E-mail Scott Schonauer at:

schonauers@mail.estripes.osd.mil

AP

Sikorsky Aircraft workers rally

at the Teamsters Local 1150

hall in Stratford, Conn., on

Monday, where they spoke to

U.S. Sen. Joseph Lieberman,

D-Conn., U.S. Rep. Rosa De-

Lauro, D-Conn., and U.S. Sen.

Christopher Dodd, D-Conn.

Sikorsky to get
order from DOD
for 84 helicopters

Stars and Stripes

WASHINGTON — California
voters have until Feb. 22 to apply
for an absentee ballot for the spe-
cial election to fill the Congres-
sional seat of the late Rep. Robert
Matsui.

Matsui, 63, died of a rare bone

marrow cancer in January. He
served his Sacramento-area dis-
trict for 26 years, and was lauded
by his colleagues in Washington
at memorial services last month.

The special election will take
place March 8. Twelve candi-
dates, including Matsui’s widow,
Doris, are on the ballot.

Information on eligibility to
vote in the election and obtaining
an absentee ballot can be found
through the Federal Voting Assis-
tance Program Web site,
www.fvap.gov, or through the Cal-
ifornia Secretary of State’s office,
www.ss.ca.gov.

Along with submitting an absen-

tee ballot in the mail, California
voters may fax a copy of their bal-
lot into state elections officials
under certain circumstances, in-
cluding waiving the right to a se-
cret ballot.

If one candidate wins more
than 50 percent of the vote in the
March special election, that per-

son will assume the Congression-
al seat. But if no one receives
more than 50 percent, the top Re-
publican and Democrat vote-get-
ters will square off in a general
election May 3.

Voters will have until April 26
to apply for absentee ballots for
that second special election.

SCOTT SCHONAUER/Stars and Stripes

From left, Navy Petty Officer 2nd Class Michael Benavidez, Petty Officer 3rd Class Mark Fore and Petty

Officer 3rd Class Thomas Bailey stand in their boarding team gear aboard the USS The Sullivans on Tuesday

at Naval Station Rota, Spain.

Navy using different tactics to build relations with fishermen

Deadline set for Calif. voters to apply for special election absentee ballot
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PHOTOS BY JIM LAVRAKAS/Anchorage Daily News

Carlos Owens, Jr., a 27-year-old iron worker who is on the Army’s inactive reserves, is building an 18-foot robot that he believes could be used on
the battlefield. The robot, which has cost $15,000 to build so far, is capable of spitting fire and shooting spikes. He hopes to debut the machine
at the Alaska Raceway this summer.

BY WARD SANDERSON

Stars and Stripes

Cars slow down as they pass his
parent’s place. Kids come run-
ning, too, when they see Carlos
Owens, Renaissance reservist. Sol-
dier. Ironworker. Inventor.
Dreamer. Dr. Frankenstein.

“Hey mister,” the kids ask. “Are
you building a giant robot?”

The private first class uses
some hydraulics training he
learned in the Army as a heavy
equipment mechanic, but mostly
loads of imagination and gump-
tion, to build an 18-foot “mecha”
in the snows of his Wasilla, Alaska,
back yard.

For those unversed in the world
of Japanese anime, a mecha is a
hulking robot with a human pilot
inside. Owens soon plans to fire up
his machine for walk testing. The
27-year-old believes his machine
could fight wars, fight fires, or —
at the very least — take on old
Volkswagens for cheering crowds.

“Pound for pound, it’s the most
powerful exoskeleton on the plan-
et,” Owens says.

OK, laugh it up. But even the
Pentagon wants robotic soldiers.

The concept isn’t entirely new:
In the late ’60s, General Electric
designed a machine that would
allow sailors on aircraft carriers to
lift 1,500 pounds for loading
bombs. Only one of machine’s
arms worked, though, and it never
saw sea duty.

Still today, from Wasilla to
Washington, D.C., the dream is
alive.

“If you’re piloting one of these
things, it’ll emulate your move-
ments on an 18-foot scale,” Owens
says of his creation. “If you move

your arm, it’ll move its arm. If you
raise your leg, it’ll raise its leg. If
you stomp a car, it’ll stomp a car.”

Owens runs a Web site, www.neo-
gentronyx.com, and promises he’ll
post a video of his baby taking its
first steps. Owens started with
scraps in 2003 and now has a full
exoskeleton. He plans to debut it at
a speedway this spring. But beyond
car crushing — already the
bread-and-butter of a 40-footer
called Robosaurus — Owens sees
real work for his machine. The pro-
totype will fire flames and spikes,
but one designed for the military
could fire nastier munitions for
urban combat.

“No one’s going to want to play
Rambo with a machine like this
that is three times taller than they
are,” Owens says.

He also sees mechas as super
smokejumpers.

“If you send a squad of these
guys, you could just romp right
through a forest fire, and put that
sucker out from the inside. You
could put on a hydraulic chainsaw
attachment.”

An Army of ... what?

Small town dreamers and scien-
tists agree that the future soldier
runs on batteries.

The two sides are not, however,
always pals.

Owens’ project has cost $15,000
so far. He heckles the govern-
ment’s Exoskeletons for Human
Augmentation Project, which has
spent $50 million on a venture
with the University of California,
Berkeley. That plan of the De-
fense Advanced Research
Projects Agency aims to give sol-
diers leg braces to march longer
distances carrying heavy loads.
It’s called the Berkeley Lower Ex-
tremities Exoskeleton, or BLEEX.

Owens, who is in the inactive re-
serves, claims BLEEX costs too
much money for too little muscle.

“If I had $50 million, I could do
something a lot better than some
overrated servo legs,” he says.

The folks at DARPA know of
Owens, too.

“We’ve gotten a few calls about
it,” says John Main, the scientist in
charge of exoskeletons there. He
forwarded questions to DARPA
public affairs.

Spokeswoman Jan Walker says
the battlebot in Alaska and the mil-
itary’s project are “like apples and
oranges.” The DARPA legs are
supposed to function more with fi-
nesse and fluidity rather than
crush and burn.

“It’s not something that’s big.
It’s something that’s sol-
dier-sized,” Walker says. “By the
time to engage, they wouldn’t be
tired from the approach march.”

According to Program Execu-
tive Office Soldier, the Fort Bel-
voir, Va., command developing
and fielding gear for the Army, to-
day’s push is due to a draft propos-
al on warriors of the future. A sec-
tion of that Ground Soldier Capa-
bilities Development Document
calls for troops to “improve physi-
cal work performance” from an
initial 50 percent to an eventual
200 percent.

“The Army is on a path to accel-
erate the development of the
state-of-the-art exoskeleton tech-
nology to meet the soldier’s re-
quirements and provide this capa-
bility to the field,” says Ross Guck-
ert, director of systems integration
at PEO Soldier, in an e-mail.

After a quick look at Owens’
site, Guckert says he doesn’t be-
lieve the mecha is ready to enlist.

“I must say that his machine is

years behind current exoskeleton
developments, particularly in the
areas of human-machine interface
to control software, reduced
power supply, safety, stability, agil-
ity, size and weight,” Guckert
writes. “There would be no use for
his current system on the battle-
field.”

But Owens swears his frugal
Frankenstein will see victory.

It’s just a prototype, he says,
and future models could protect
the wearer from chemical and bio-
logical attack. Mechas would
move smoothly, like people. Some
could operate underwater. Some
could go into space.

Owens believes his mecha is to
“Robotech” what mobile phones
are to “Star Trek.”

“A lot of science fiction dictates
what’s coming out next. Every-
body said, hey, where’s my com-
municator? Now we have cell
phones.

“I believe science fiction ties di-
rectly into reality through creativi-
ty.”

E-mail reporter Ward Sanderson at:
sandersonw@mail.estripes.osd.mil

Photo courtesy of the

University of California, Berkeley

The U.S. government, working
with the University of California,
Berkeley, is developing an exosk-
eleton designed to improve
soldiers’ ability to march with
large loads on their backs.

Mecha: Is this the soldier of the future?
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BY BINAJ GURUBACHARYA

The Associated Press

KATMANDU, Nepal — King
Gyanendra dismissed Nepal’s gov-
ernment on Tuesday and declared
a state of emergency, cutting off
his Himalayan nation from the
rest of the world as telephone and

Internet
lines were
snapped,
flights divert-
ed and civil
liberties se-
verely cur-
tailed.

The move
was the sec-
ond time in
three years
that the king
has taken
control of the

tiny South Asian constitutional
monarchy, a throwback to the era
of absolute power enjoyed by Ne-
pal’s monarchs before King Biren-
dra, Gyanendra’s elder brother, in-
troduced democracy in 1990.

King Gyanendra denied his take-
over was a coup, although soldiers
surrounded the houses of Prime
Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba and
other government leaders.

The king also suspended sever-
al provisions of the constitution, in-
cluding the freedoms of press,
speech and expression, the free-

dom to assemble peacefully, the
right to privacy, and the right
against preventive detention, ac-
cording to a statement from the
Narayanhiti Palace.

“We will oppose this step,”
Deuba, who was not allowed to
leave his home, told reporters.
“The move directly violates the
constitution and is against democ-
racy.”

Nepali Congress, the country’s
largest party, said the king had
“pushed the country toward fur-
ther complications” and called for
a joint protest.

The king also was criticized by
India, Nepal’s southern neighbor
and close ally.

“These developments constitute
a serious setback to the cause of
democracy in Nepal and cannot
but be a cause of grave concern to
India,” the Indian foreign ministry
said in a statement. “The safety
and welfare of the political leaders
must be ensured and political par-
ties must be allowed to exercise
all the rights enjoyed by them
under the constitution.”

India said the king’s move had
violated the Nepalese constitution,
which enshrines a multiparty de-
mocracy alongside a constitution-
al monarchy.

Britain also expressed concerns
about the political developments
in Nepal.

“This action will increase the

risk of instability in Nepal, under-
mining the institutions of democra-
cy and constitutional monarchy in
the country. We call for the imme-
diate restitution of multiparty de-
mocracy, and appeal for calm and
restraint on all sides during this
difficult time, said Foreign Office
Minister Douglas Alexander.

Armored military vehicles with
mounted machine guns were pa-
trolling the streets of Katmandu,
Nepal’s capital, and phone lines in
the city had been cut. Many flights
into Katmandu were canceled
amid the uncertainty or turned
back by Nepalese authorities, al-
though the airport remained open.

Long lines quickly formed at
grocery stores and gas stations, as
worried residents stocked up on
supplies.

“We are so confused. We don’t
know what is going on or what will
happen,” said Narayan Thapa, a
government worker in Katmandu.

“I am worried I can’t reach my
family on the phone.”

In an announcement on
state-run television, the king ac-
cused the government of failing to
conduct parliamentary elections
and being unable to restore peace
in the country, which is beset by
rebel violence.

“A new Cabinet will be formed
under my leadership,” he said, ac-
cusing political parties of plunging
the country into crisis.

“This will restore peace and ef-
fective democracy in this country
within the next three years.”

Later, state-run television re-
ported that a state of emergency
had been declared.

Gates visits EU headquarters

BRUSSELS, Belgium — Microsoft Chair-
man Bill Gates was to visit the headquarters
of the European Union on Tuesday, at a time
when there still is a disagreement with the
EU head office over how the software giant
should adapt to the landmark ruling against
it.

Microsoft Corp. said it will respect last
March’s ruling while its appeal is pending
before EU courts, but the EU head office
still has problems with exactly how the com-
pany’s immediate compliance will work.

As part of the EU ruling, Microsoft has
said it soon will send computer manufactur-
ers a version of its Windows platform with-
out Media Player, under an interim EU rul-
ing in December.

But the European Commission said Mon-
day it was still negotiating with the company
over how the stripped-down version would
be presented to consumers.

Egypt bombing suspect killed

CAIRO, Egypt — Security forces shot
dead Tuesday an Islamic militant involved
in the Sinai bombings that killed 34 people
last October, the Interior Ministry said.

The shootout occured in the desert outside
Ras el-Sudr, a Red Sea town 40 kilometers
south of Suez, when police confronted a
group of suspects that they had been pursu-
ing since Monday evening, the ministry said
in a statement.

The ministry did not confirm earlier re-

ports that said two people were killed — a po-
liceman as well as a militant. One police of-
ficer was wounded, the ministry said.

The militants were linked to the group
that carried out the Oct. 7 bombings in the
Sinai resorts of Taba and Ras Shitan, killing
34 people. One of the bombs destroyed a
wing of the Taba Hilton Hotel.

Interior Minister Habib el-Adly said last
month that police were closing in on two key
suspects in those bombings.

U.N. accuses Sudan of abuses

UNITED NATIONS — Sudan’s govern-
ment and the Janjaweed militia are not
guilty of genocide but did commit mass kill-
ings, torture, rape and other atrocities in the
Darfur region that merit trials in the Interna-
tional Criminal Court, a U.N.-appointed
panel said in a new report.

Sudan’s government dismissed those accu-
sations Tuesday, saying the U.N. charges
were unproven and biased.

The panel’s report, released Monday, sets
up a possible showdown with Washington,
which opposes the international court and
has demanded that perpetrators of the vio-
lence be tried elsewhere, calling for the cre-
ation of a special tribunal for Darfur.

Another Security Council member,
France, said Tuesday it supports trying sus-
pects before the international court, the
world’s first permanent war crimes tribunal,
which began operating in 2003 in The
Hague, Netherlands.

From The Associated Press

AP

A girl walks by as Nepalese soldiers patrol a street near the King’s

palace complex Tuesday in Katmandu. King Gyanendra dismissed Ne-

pal’s government on Tuesday and declared a state of emergency, taking

control of the Himalayan kingdom for the second time in three years.

The Associated Press

LONDON — The threat of a terrorist attack
on London remains “extremely high,” and po-
lice have thwarted terror plots in the last few
years, the city’s police chief said Tuesday.

On his first day as head of the Metropolitan
Police, Ian Blair said: “The terrorist threat in
London remains extremely high.”

Blair’s predecessor, John Stevens, said re-
peatedly after the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks in the
United States that a terrorist strike in Britain
was inevitable.

Blair said it was not inevitable such an at-
tack would succeed.

“This phrase about whether attacks are in-
evitable is not the point,” Blair said. “We
know it is inevitable people will try because
we have arrested them and charged them. It
is a palpable threat, it is real.”

British police have arrested more than 700
people under anti-terrorist legislation since
the Sept. 11 attacks. Only 17 have been con-
victed of terrorist offenses, although several
trials are under way or pending.

King Gyanendra

IN THE WORLD

BY TOBY STERLING

The Associated Press

AMSTERDAM, Netherlands —
After Sept. 11, 2001, Washington
demanded that its European al-
lies agree to place armed air mar-
shals on selected U.S.-bound
flights. But that demand later was
softened to a request, and now it
appears the idea may never get
off the ground.

The latest blow came last week
as KLM Royal Dutch Airlines —
one of the few European airlines
to agree to carry air marshals —
ended a test program and said it
is questionable whether it will be
resumed in the face of opposition
from pilots.

KLM spokesman Hugo Baas
said the company would discuss
the issue this month but it is not
seen as a necessity. He said the
fact that many other airlines ig-
nored the U.S. request also had
raised doubts about whether
KLM should continue the pro-
gram.

“Do you want to be the teach-
er’s pet?” Baas said.

Although the U.S. federal pro-
gram has been expanded from
fewer than 50 marshals in 2001 to
several thousand today, in Eu-
rope the idea has quietly disap-
peared as airlines and govern-
ments adopt other security mea-
sures, such as locking cockpit
doors.

Air marshals are “something
which I haven’t seen on our
radar,” said David Henderson of
the Association of European Air-
lines, which represents 31 of Eu-
rope’s biggest carriers. “Our
members don’t bring the issue up
with us.”

Among European countries,
Austria, Switzerland and Germa-
ny agreed to the marshals and
Lufthansa is one major airline
known to use them.

The Nordic countries, Portugal
and Spain refused the U.S. re-
quest outright. Air marshals were
not an issue in Italy, where Alita-
lia pilots started locking them-
selves into the cockpit after Sept.
11.

The British and French govern-
ments agreed to the request in
principle. But a spokesman for
the British Airline Pilots Associa-
tion said talks on allowing mar-
shals still are ongoing and the
marshals have not yet flown.

British marshals have been
trained and “can be used if need-
ed,” said Department of Transpor-
tation spokesman David Stewart.
“The capabilities are there.”

An Air France spokesman said
unarmed secret service agents
flew on flights several times early
last year, but the program was
scrapped when cockpit doors
with locks were installed.

On Dec. 29, 2003, the U.S. De-
partment of Homeland Security
announced that European air-
lines would be required to place
armed law enforcement officers
on flights to the United States
“where necessary.”

Europeans
not on board
with plan for
air marshals

Nepalese king
halts democracy,
suspends rights

Police chief says
terror threat still
high in Britain
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BY DAVID RISING

The Associated Press

ULM, Germany — The towering Ulm cathedral
brought pilgrims for centuries to this town on the Ba-
varian border, but today security officials say a non-
descript mosque in an old factory is the new mag-
net, drawing Islamic extremists around the country.

Intelligence services have been watching the Mul-
ticultural House and those associated with it for
years, saying they have had contacts with top terror
suspects in Germany, including a former top lieuten-
ant of Osama bin Laden.

In coordinated nationwide raids last month, po-
lice arrested 15 people on suspicion of belonging to
an extremist network allegedly centered on Ulm
and neighboring Neu Ulm. Munich prosecutor Mar-
tin Hoffmann, who led the investigation, said he
hopes the arrests will shed light on why these quiet
twin cities on the Danube — far from the bustling
immigrant neighborhoods of places like Berlin —
would become so attractive to extremists.

“There must be someone in Neu Ulm and Ulm
that makes it so interesting,” he said, refusing to
elaborate because the investigation is ongoing.

In the Jan. 12 raids, 700 police officers searched
60 mosques, homes and shops across Germany. Sus-
pects included nationals of Germany, Egypt, Tuni-
sia, Algeria, Libya and Bulgaria; police said their ac-
tivities included raising money, producing fake pass-
ports, and recruiting people for jihad, or holy war.
The Ulm area operation focused on the mosque and
an Islamic Information Center.

One suspect was believed to have been a member
of Al Tawhid, while others were linked to Ansar el

Islam — both groups with contacts to Jordanian ter-
rorist Abu Musab al-Zarqawi, whose supporters are
fighting U.S.-led forces in Iraq.

The raids were part of a general crackdown on Is-
lamic extremism in Germany that included the ap-
prehension of three Ansar el Islam suspects alleged
to have plotted to assassinate Iraqi interim Prime
Minister Ayad Allawi when he visited Berlin in De-
cember, and the arrest of two others at the end of
January on suspicion they belong to al-Qaida.

Ulm’s Islamic Information Center remained
closed a week after the raids. A notice on its window
said that lessons at a small school inside had been
suspended until further notice. But the Multicultur-
al House was bustling as families arrived for a cele-
bration marking the Hadj, or pilgrimage to Mecca
in Saudi Arabia.

One man, who would not give his name, talked
about the raids with a sense of incredulity. “So
much has been written that this is a center for ex-
tremist Islamists, but it’s totally wrong, we’re
against violence,” he said, talking in a stairwell
where a door with a sticker said “Islam is Peace.”

Spain to consider
Basque autonomy

BY ED MCCULLOUGH

The Associated Press

MADRID, Spain — The Span-
ish Parliament was set Tuesday
to debate a proposal by Basque
lawmakers to give the region vir-
tual independence from Spain.

Prime Minister Jose Luis Rod-
riguez Zapatero and the main op-
position group, the conservative
Popular Party, oppose the propos-
al approved by the Basque region-
al parliament to turn the northern
region into a “free state” associat-
ed with Spain.

Under the plan, the region
would have its own court system
and send delegates to internation-
al bodies such as the European
Union.

Zapatero and other critics say
the assertion that Basques are
sovereign people with the right to
choose their own future is uncon-
stitutional. Spain’s constitution
says sovereignty lies with the
Spanish people as a whole, not
one of its minorities.

Spain’s two main parties easily
have enough votes — 312 — in the
350-seat Chamber of Deputies to
quash the proposal, engineered
by Basque’s regional president,
Juan Jose Ibarretxe.

“The Ibarretxe Plan is the im-
position by a small minority” of
Basque nationalists “over the
great majority” of Spaniards who
believe that region of northern
Spain below the Pyrenees, a
mountain range along the
French-Spanish border, must re-
main part of the country, the
newspaper El Mundo said in an
editorial Tuesday.

Lawmakers are scheduled to
vote late Tuesday on whether the
legislature should formally pro-
cess the bill and assign a commit-
tee to study and amend it before a
full-blown debate. Rejection
would send it back to the Basque
legislature and effectively kill it.

Ibarretxe was scheduled to
open the debate by defending the
proposal endorsed Dec. 30 by a
slim majority of his regional legis-
lature with crucial help from law-
makers seen as close to Batasuna,
the banned party seen as the polit-
ical wing of the armed Basque
separatist group ETA.

No matter what happens Tues-
day, political tensions likely will
simmer on because both sides
think they’re right and neither
will give in.

2 German towns
may be drawing
Islamic radicals

AP

The Multicultural House in Ulm, Germany, is one site

German intelligence agents raided in January while

searching for information on terror suspects.
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BY RAY LILLEY

The Associated Press

WELLINGTON, New Zealand — A
massive ice shelf in Antarctica’s Ross
Sea has retreated by three miles, the op-
erator of an eco-tourism ship reported
Tuesday, but global warming is unlikely
to blame.

Tour operator Rodney Russ said the re-
treating ice shelf had made it possible for
his ship — Spirit of Enderby — to travel
farther into an area known as the Bay of
Whales than had ever been recorded be-
fore.

“It’s one of the best ice[-free] years
we’ve ever had down there,” he told The
Associated Press in a telephone inter-
view from his ship. “The ice shelf has re-
treated even further and we managed to
get another three miles further south.”

In 11 years of guiding expeditions into
Antarctic waters, Russ said this was the
first time his ship had entered the Bay of
Whales, named by Norwegian explorer
Roald Amundsen at the beginning of last
century.

University of Canterbury Antarctic gla-
ciologist Wendy Lawson said any retreat
of the ice at the Bay of Whales was “prob-
ably a local effect, possibly caused by sea
currents.”

Lawson, head of the university’s geog-
raphy department, said recent research

shows the Ross Ice Shelf “is either stable
or even advancing slightly,” which made
the retreating pattern in the bay area
even more likely to be a localized phe-
nomenon rather than evidence of global
warming.

The 48-passenger cruise vessel is on a
monthlong eco-tourism expedition to the
Ross Sea and sub-Antarctic islands of
New Zealand and Australia.

Russ said the group had spent several
hours on the ice shelf after landing in the
Bay of Whales, where the edge of the ice

shelf is quite low. In other parts of the re-
gion, ice cliffs tower hundreds of feet
above the sea, he said.

The group had also visited the huts of
famous Antarctic explorers, including
Amundsen and Briton Robert Falcon
Scott, during their time in the Ross Sea
area.

“Very few people have been there.
There are a lot of people interested in his-
tory on board,” Russ said.

Spirit of Enderby is due in the south-
ern New Zealand port of Bluff on Feb. 8.

BY SANG-HUN CHOE

The Associated Press

SEOUL, South Korea — North Korea’s com-
munist government is waging war against men
with long hair, calling them unhygienic anti-so-
cialist fools, and even leader Kim Jong Il has
trimmed his famous bouffant locks.

The hair campaign comes as North Korea’s
dictatorship struggles to tighten its control over
information, monitor its population and dictate
cultural tastes.

It is directing men to wear their hair “socialist
style,” deriding shabbily coifed men as “blind fol-
lowers of bourgeois lifestyle.”

North Korea’s state-run Central TV even iden-
tifies violators by name and address, exposing
them to jeers from other citizens.

“We cannot help questioning the cultural taste
of this comrade, who is incapable of feeling
ashamed of his hair style,” the station said Mon-
day, showing a Mr. Ko Gwang Hyun, whose un-
kempt hair covered his ears.

“Can we expect a man with this disheveled
mind-set to perform his duty well?” the announc-
er asked.

The government, which demands unquestion-
ing allegiance and controls all publications and
broadcasts, is growing wary of outside influence
seeping in.

Foreign broadcasts penetrate the country
through smuggled transistor radios. As North
Korea’s economic woes persist, more North Ko-
reans are traveling to China to seek food — and
are exposed to the rapidly spreading capitalist
culture there. CDs containing South Korean
songs and TV dramas — popular in most of Asia
— are reportedly smuggled into the North.

The hair campaign, which began in October
and is dubbed “Let’s trim our hair according to
socialist lifestyle,” requires that hair be kept no
longer than two inches. But the state trendset-
ters allowed an exception: old men can grow
hair up to 2.8 inches to hide balding.

The campaign claims that long hair hampers
brain activity by taking oxygen away from
nerves in the head. It doesn’t explain why
women are still allowed to grow long hair.

Kim Jong Il for many years wore a bouffant
hairstyle — reportedly to boost his height — but
recently set an example by trimming it.

BY STEPHEN GRAHAM

The Associated Press

KABUL, Afghanistan — The remains
of the second-to-last Jew in Afghanistan
were flown Tuesday to Uzbekistan, the
first stop on a journey to Israel where the
body will be buried, the International
Committee of the Red Cross said.

Ishaq Levin, caretaker of Afghanistan’s
only functioning synagogue, died at about
age 80 in the Afghan capital on Jan. 18, ap-
parently of natural causes, ending a bitter
feud with the only other survivor of a
once-thriving Jewish community.

A Red Cross aircraft took Levin’s body
to the Uzbek capital, Tashkent, where it

was to be handed over to Israeli Embas-
sy officials, said Jean-Nicolas Marti, dep-
uty head of the Red Cross delegation in
Afghanistan.

Marti said bureaucracy and infrequent
flights between Tashkent and Tel Aviv
had held up the transfer. Afghanistan
and Israel have no diplomatic relations.

Levin’s death halved Kabul’s tiny Jew-
ish community, leaving just 45-year-old
Zebulon Simentov, who was Levin’s
neighbor in the downtown synagogue.

Afghanistan’s Jewish community num-
bered as many as 40,000 in the late 19th
century, after Persian Jews fled forced
conversion in neighboring Iran. But by
the mid-20th century, only about 5,000 re-

mained, and most emigrated after Isra-
el’s creation in 1948.

According to Simentov, the last eight
or nine families left after the 1979 Soviet
invasion. But Levin — the synagogue’s
shamash, or caretaker — stayed on, even
through the repressive rule of the Tali-
ban.

Simentov and Levin had feuded for
years, blaming each other for arrests and
beatings at the hands of the Taliban as
well as the loss of the synagogue’s only
Torah.

Police have said the scroll was in the
hands of a former Taliban minister now
believed to be incarcerated in the Ameri-
can military prison in Guantanamo Bay,
Cuba.

A crew from
the Spirit of
Enderby
uses a small
boat Friday
to land on
the ice in
Antarctica’s
Bay of
Whales. A
retreating ice
shelf made it
possible for
the ship to
reach this
farther south.
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Antarctic loses 3 miles of iceNorth Korea
declares war
on long hair

Man’s death halves Afghan Jewish population

The Associated Press

ADDIS ABABA, Ethiopia —
Throughout his life, Bob Marley
looked to Ethiopia as the spiritual
home of his Rastafarian faith.

But as Ethiopia welcomes hun-
dreds of thousands of revelers for
a month of festivities beginning
Tuesday in honor of the Jamaican
reggae legend, many here view
Rastafarians — some of whom set-
tled in Ethiopia because they
could worship the nation’s last em-
peror — with deep suspicion.

At best, the tiny Rastafarian
community is tolerated as an oddi-
ty in the deeply traditional and
overwhelmingly Orthodox Chris-
tian country on the Horn of Afri-
ca. At worst, they are accused of
spreading drugs and crime —
claims they dismiss as springing
from prejudice.

Organizers of this month’s cele-
brations hope music will melt
away tensions.

The highlight is Ethiopia’s larg-
est-ever concert on Marley’s
birthday — Feb. 6 — in the capi-
tal, Addis Ababa.

It is the first time the annual
commemoration has been held
outside Jamaica. Ethiopian offi-
cials estimate 500,000 people will
attend the festivities. After the
concert in Addis, celebrations
will move to Shashemene, where
the Rastafarians have built their
community.

Rastafarians worshipped Ethio-
pia’s last emperor — Haile Selass-
ie, who died in 1975 — as their liv-
ing god, a belief based on a 1920
prophecy by Jamaican civil
rights leader Marcus Garvey that
a black man would be crowned
king in Africa.

Selassie in turn granted Rasta-
farians land in 1963 at
Shashemene, where several hun-
dred continue to live. But succes-
sive governments have refused to
give Rastafarians citizenship in
their adopted country.

On Friday, Rita Marley said
she was determined to honor her
husband’s wish for burial in Ethio-
pia, but did not say when the body
might be moved from Jamaica.

AP

Italian Rastafarians, Gianni Ginelli, center, and Nicola Pagano, right, speak with their Ethiopian counterpart,

Mohamed, on Monday in front of a Rastafarian souvenir shop in Shashemene, Ethiopia. The Italian Rastafari-

ans came to Ethiopia for festivities that began Tuesday in honor of the Jamaican reggae legend Bob Marley.

While honoring Bob Marley, Ethiopians still wary of Rastafarians
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BY DONNA CASSATA

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — In wartime, presidents have
filled their State of the Union addresses with words
to rally the nation.

It surely will be no different for President Bush
on Wednesday night. Although the commander in
chief never mentioned the word Iraq in his inaugu-

ral address Jan. 20, he is cer-
tain to focus on the conflict
in his State of the Union
speech just three days after
Iraqis held elections.

More than 1,400 Americans have died since the
war began nearly two years ago, and Bush is poised
to ask Congress for $80 billion more to help pay for a
conflict that is costing $1 billion a week.

Amid unease about the war, Bush faces the chal-
lenge of assuaging Americans’ concerns about the
rising toll in lives and dollars.

State of the Union speeches
offer an important stage for presi-
dents. They usually sketch out the
evils of the enemy and trumpet
Americans’ willingness to sacri-
fice — all part of a concerted ef-
fort to keep support strong.

On Jan. 6, 1942, less than a
month after the Japanese attack
on Pearl Harbor, President Frank-
lin D. Roosevelt spoke of the “spir-
it of the American people,” their
deep determination and their solemn task.

“The militarists of Berlin and Tokyo started this
war. But the massed, angered forces of common hu-
manity will finish it,” he said.

Then, acknowledging the question of nearly every
American, Roosevelt said, “Many people ask, ‘When
will this war end?’ There is only one answer to that.
It will end just as soon as we make it end, by our
combined efforts, our combined strength, our com-
bined determination to fight through and work
through until the end — the end of militarism in Ger-
many and Italy and Japan. Most certainly we shall
not settle for less.”

Ken Hechler, a former political science professor
who edited Roosevelt’s public papers and address-
es, said Bush’s challenge is similar to Roosevelt’s —
to shore up the nation.

“A good deal of that speech was meant to stiffen
the morale against the negative reaction,” said
Hechler, who also served as a congressman from
West Virginia (1959-77).

In 1952, Americans wondered if there was an end
in sight in Korea. President Truman’s support had
plummeted after he fired Gen. Douglas MacArthur
in 1951 for publicly criticizing the commander in
chief’s strategy to wage a limited war rather than at-
tack China.

In his State of the Union speech, Truman ap-
pealed for unity, touched on his domestic agenda
and told the nation, “The only thing that can defeat
us is our own state of mind. We can lose if we falter.”

Alonzo Hamby, an Ohio University professor who
has written extensively on Truman and Roosevelt,
said Truman’s challenge was tougher than Bush’s, if
only because casualties were higher in Korea.

“He had an active military draft at that time. It
was a much more difficult situation,” Hamby said.

“Bush can talk about victory, and
we can hope maybe he’s right.”

In the middle of a massive air
war in the Persian Gulf to push
Iraqi forces out of Kuwait, Presi-
dent George H.W. Bush told the
nation on Jan. 29, 1991, “All of us
yearn for a world where we will
never have to fight again.”

Bush’s father contrasted the of-
fenses of Saddam Hussein — “his
ruthless, systematic rape of a
peaceful neighbor” — with the

multilateral effort to stop him.
“The world can ... seize this opportunity to fulfill

the long-held promise of a new world order, where
brutality will go unrewarded and aggression will
meet collective resistance,” he said.

Kurt Ritter, a professor of political rhetoric at
Texas A&M University, said presidents rally sup-
port by contrasting “the savageries of the enemy”
with “America and America’s effort and civilizing
force.”

In the address Wednesday, Ritter said, Bush
might remind Americans of the beheadings and in-
surgent attacks in Iraq, and focus on the push for de-
mocracy.

Bush will also want to make sure that his domes-
tic agenda does not get lost in the worries about dan-
gers abroad.

The Associated Press

LaFAYETTE, Ga. — They
came hoping to hear a former cre-
matory oper-
ator explain
why he left
their loved
ones’ bodies
to rot in
piles across
his property.
They didn’t
get an an-
swer.

Nearly
two dozen
relatives of
people
whose remains were dumped on

the grounds of the Tri-State Cre-

matory in rural Noble testified at

Monday’s sentencing hearing for

Ray Brent Marsh.
Marsh, as he did when he plead-

ed guilty in November, chose not
to explain himself.

“I can’t give you the answers
that you want, but I can apolo-
gize,” Marsh told the families,
just before Judge James Bodiford
sentenced him to 12 years in pris-
on.

After all the relatives had the
opportunity to speak, Marsh
stood up, looked at the family
members and apologized.

Marsh asked the families for
“forgiveness for my sins.”

Agreeing with the terms of a
plea deal, Bodiford sentenced
Marsh to the prison term fol-
lowed by a lengthy probation and
a $20,000 fine. He will get credit
for the nearly eight months al-
ready served in jail.

Gay dad seeks OK
to live with partner

AFN will offer live cover-
age of President Bush’s 2005
State of the Union Address,
with post-address analysis
and response from the Demo-
cratic Party. Coverage will
air at 3 a.m. CET Wednesday
on AFN News and AFN
Radio.

Analysis

Conn. execution delayed

HARTFORD, Conn. — A court-
issued death warrant for serial
killer Michael Ross expired late
Monday, after a week of nearly
nonstop court activity and Ross’
temporary reversal of his deci-
sion to give up his appeals and ac-
cept his death sentence.

State officials plan to seek a
new death warrant, but lawyers
say it could now be months be-
fore legal disputes are settled and
the execution is allowed.

Ross, 45, confessed to eight
murders in eastern Connecticut
and New York in the early 1980s.
He is on death row for the killings
of four young women and girls.

Annan taps Clinton

UNITED NATIONS — Secre-
tary-General Kofi Annan has se-
lected former U.S. President Bill

Clinton to be the U.N. point man
for tsunami reconstruction and
ensure that the world doesn’t for-
get the needs of the countries dev-
astated by the Dec. 26 disaster, a
well-informed U.N. diplomat said
Tuesday.

Search engine debuts

SEATTLE — Microsoft Corp.
is formally launching its new In-
ternet search engine, several
months after it debuted in test
form.

On Tuesday, Microsoft’s own
search engine will permanently
replace the Yahoo search technol-
ogy that has been used on Mi-
crosoft’s MSN Web site. But Ya-
hoo’s technology will be still be
used for the “sponsored” listings
that companies pay for, and that
appear separately alongside the
main search results.

From wire reports

Crematory operator
sentenced to 12 years

BY TOM STUCKEY

The Associated Press

ANNAPOLIS, Md. — A court
ruling forcing a gay father’s part-
ner to move out of the house
where the father is raising his
12-year-old son “has been so nega-
tive for the child in so many
ways,” the father’s lawyer said
Monday.

Shannon Minter, legal director
for the National Center for Lesbi-
an Rights and Ulf Hedberg’s law-
yer, filed a brief with the Court of
Special Appeals on Monday, ask-
ing the court to dissolve a Virginia
Court order prohibiting Blaise
Delahoussaye from living in the
house with Ulf Hedberg and his
son.

“The son just misses the part-
ner very much. He had been liv-
ing with them 5½ years from
about four to 9½. It’s very upset-
ting to the child,” Minter said.

In an e-mail, Hedberg, who is
deaf and whose native language is
Swedish, wrote that before Dela-

houssaye had to move, “We were
happy and thought we would be
happy like everyone who has fami-
ly. Our happy life was smashed in
the result of the Virginia’s court
ruling.”

According to court papers,
after Hedberg and the boy’s moth-
er, Annica Detthow, separated in
1996, Delahoussaye moved in
with the father and son. Three
years later, the two men bought a
house together and Delahoussaye
played an active role in raising
the boy.

But in 2000, when the mother
moved to Florida, she sought cus-
tody of the boy. A judge in Alexan-
dria, Va., awarded joint legal cus-
tody to the parents, but gave Hed-
berg primary physical custody
with the condition that Delahous-
saye move out of the house.

The two men then moved to
Montgomery County and rented
separate apartments. Hedberg
filed suit in Montgomery County
Circuit Court to dissolve the Vir-
ginia court order, but the suit was
dismissed.

AP

President George H.W. Bush delivers his State of the Union address to Congress on Capitol Hill on Jan. 29,

1991. In wartime, presidents have filled their State of the Union addresses with words to rally Americans in

the fight for peace. It surely will be no different for President Bush on Wednesday night. Seated behind the

president are Vice President Dan Quayle, left, and Speaker of the House Tom Foley.

Bush’s State of the Union
could play as rally for war
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Doonesbury  BY GARRY TRUDEAU

Three battles in Iraq

I am coming to an end of my tour at Lo-
gistics Support Area Anaconda, and want
to share my thoughts on some observa-
tions I have made. I see three battles being
fought in the theater.

An external battle: An insurgency and
terrorist attacks against Americans in
many parts of the world. We are united;
one county, one nation. United we will
win.

An internal battle: A Marine asked me,
“I have killed a human being; am I a bad
person? Will God forgive me?” An airman
asked me, “Are we doing the right thing?”
A soldier asked me, “My buddy is dead.
Will it be all in vain?” These battles will go
on in our hearts, minds and souls. The vic-
tory is a self-victory depending on reli-
gious beliefs, cultural roots, family back-
ground, personal experience, professional
norms, organizational values and political
bias.

It is the third battle that I have issues
with. For the last 5,000 years, the history
of Iraq has proved the futility of this battle.
When a brother kills another brother, only
the external forces win! It is the inter-
inter battle we fight every day. It is the bat-
tle when we fight with our own. It is the
battle of ego, the battle of turf, the battle of
position, the battle for control, the battle of
denial and it goes on. It is the weakest link
in the path to victory. It saps our energy
and weakens our roots.

We are all Americans first. All of us
ought to carry each one of us forward to
victory rather than leave someone behind.
That should be our conviction; that should
be our lesson from history.

Dr. (Col.) Sarla Saujani

Balad air base, Iraq

Women not ready for infantry

This in reference to the Jan. 25 letter
“Women would not slack off” about wheth-
er women belong in the infantry. I have
been in the infantry since 1989, and have
been in Iraq, Bosnia and Kosovo. I’ve seen
many women in their support roles, and
even then I’ve seen them cry and whimper
about some things, such as wanting to
carry an M-9 pistol over an M-16 because
the rifle was to heavy, or their needing
help with their 50-pound rucksack be-
cause of the weight.

This is not “women bashing.” It’s just a
fact. I would welcome into the infantry
any woman who can carry her own
weight. That means 10- to-15-kilometer pa-
trols at night on foot, not by vehicle, carry-
ing 100 pounds of equipment. And for
those in the airborne, add 50 pounds of
main and reserve parachute.

I was also kind of disturbed by the letter
writer’s comments regarding the whole
birth control in the field statement, for ac-
cidental pregnancies. What kind of activi-
ties, other than the infantry missions,
should be going on in the first place?

As far as physical training standards, I

know there are some women in our Army
who can excel in physical standards more
than men, but how long can their stamina
last? Yes, even men “burn out,” but it is
my opinion that female soldiers have a
long way to go before they come close to
comparing themselves to the true back-
bone of the Army: the Infantryman.

William R. Lincks II

Camp Bondsteel, Kosovo

Abu Ghraib not real ‘torture’

I am sick and tired of hearing about the
so-called “torture” that occurred at Abu
Ghraib prison. Those detainees weren’t
put through anything that someone going
through Survive, Evade, Rescue and Es-
cape training hasn’t gone through them-
selves. Sleep deprivation, standing for
long hours, control of diet, humiliation and
uncomfortable positions are all ways to
weaken the determined resistance of a
hardened foe. These techniques are noth-
ing compared to the true torture used on
American troops in every conflict against
tyranny in modern history.

The detainees have vital battlefield intel-
ligence that needs to be forwarded to com-
bat commanders as soon as possible to pre-
vent further casualties. I fully support the
decisions by the intelligence officers and
prison guards to conduct their interroga-
tions in this manner if it prevents even one
casualty of a U.S. or coalition troop. It is re-
ally too bad that the U.S. government has
to catch flak from a liberal international
media that obviously supports the “rights”
of terrorists over the protection of our mili-
tary personnel.

Those troops only made one mistake,
and that was to believe that their com-
manders would support them when the
chips were down. Shame on them. I only
hope that Stars and Stripes is bold enough
to print an opposing point of view.

Staff Sgt. James Scott

Iraq

Give Prince Harry a break

I find the whole hullabaloo over Prince
Harry’s appearance in a Nazi uniform at a
costume party to be ludicrous. Many of
those protesting it are, in my opinion,
doing so to blow horns for their own caus-
es and organizations. Every Halloween,
kids (and adults) all around the United
States and Europe dress up as witches,
knights, ghosts and various monsters.
How many of these “ne’er-do-wells” are
accused of sponsoring or supporting witch-
craft, monarchist, undead or ghoulish caus-
es?

Many of those accusing him are in the
victim business — when they’re no longer
victims, the bank account dries up, so they
need to ensure we remember that they are
victims. This is not to say that what hap-
pened to the Jews in World War II was not
horrible — clearly it was — but Prince
Harry has nothing to do with that.

Prince Harry wore a costume — he
never said it was anything else. He was at
a costume party, not a Nazi rally. Give the
man a break.

Jeff Smith
Hohenfels, Germany

Distance won’t excuse infidelity

I have been in country for almost a year
and my heart goes out to many wives and
husbands who remain at home while their
spouses are here, not knowing that the
vow they took before God, family and
friends is worth no more than a candy
wrapper thrown on the ground.

Questions: Does distance justify infideli-
ty? Could there have been issues unre-
solved at home prior to being deployed? If
so, would that be enough to justify tread-
ing on the hearts of those whom you say
you love? How can you say you love your
wife, husband or fiancée when you allow
yourself to become sexually involved with
someone else? Why marry, or even get en-
gaged, when you have such difficulty stay-
ing true to your mate, especially during
these times of separation? Have you both
tried relationship or marital counseling?
Or have either one of you sought help from
your spiritual adviser, your supreme
being? If you have, and nothing seems to
work, then do what’s right and fair for
both of you.

I once read that we as adults “should
live so that when your children think of
fairness, caring and integrity, they think
of you.” Therefore, choose your life’s
mate carefully; from this one decision will
come 90 percent of all your happiness or
misery.

In closing, to my male soldiers, if you
have at home a good, prime, juicy steak
cooked to your perfection, don’t throw it
away in Iraq on chicken niplets.

And for my female soldiers, if you have
a filet mignon at home, please, please,
please don’t throw it away in Iraq on corn-
dogs.

Sgt. Yolanda Jones

Camp Taji, Iraq
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Mallard Fillmore  BY BRUCE TINSLEY

S
andra Bullock wants us to know
she gave $1 million to the Red
Cross for tsunami disaster relief,
which is nice of her. Indeed, when

I Google “Sandra Bullock tsunami,”
64,300 results appear.

Steven Spielberg
wants us to know that
he gave $1.5 million
divided among Care,
Oxfam and Save the
Children for tsunami
relief. He usually
keeps donations pri-
vate, or so his publi-
cist says, but went
public “to further en-
courage others to
make donations of
any amount to these

and other organizations aiding the relief ef-
fort.”

As if the pictures, stories and statistics
weren’t enough.

As I write this, Jay Leno and Har-
ley-Davidson are auctioning off a star-auto-
graphed Road King for disaster relief — it
says so on their Web sites — which seems
inappropriate in so many ways.

Kobe Bryant was one of seven NBA play-
ers who pledged $1,000 for every point
scored one recent week, though critics
thought it might be an attempt at career
rehab.

Each day brings fresh pronouncements
from actors, musicians, even lowly news-
paper scribes of all the good work they’re

doing in the name of the catastrophe.
Once again, we are venturing into the

murky, though increasingly traveled, wa-
ters of In Style-magazine philanthropy. If
someone better known is doing it, using a
hair product or donating to a just cause,
then mere mortals might do the same.

Some of us were raised with the belief
that giving was a responsibility attended
by humility, not a press release. To call at-
tention to ourselves, even when doing
noble deeds, is not beneficence but pride.
Making ourselves more important than
the cause is hubris. Yet, there’s a prevail-
ing me-tooism, with everyone racing to
raise funds, and publicity, when only the
former is needed.

We are inundated with appeals from
schools, religious institutions and work-
places to give as a group, upping the ante
of how much can be delivered and then
promoted, when many people were raised
to believe that charity begins at home and
that it’s the individual who makes a differ-
ence, not a cheerleading effort.

Bad events always bring out the worst in
opportunists, as easily as they bring out
the best in the magnanimous. Publicists
shill opportunistic shrinks promoting their
latest tsunami insights and self-help book
to any desperate hack willing to care. Ce-
lebrity newscasters have to share their sto-
ries. Why? Why? Soon, I have no doubt,
chartered jets of supermodels, Formula
One racers and Oscar winners will be trav-
eling to Asia, because every story needs a
recognizable and beautiful face to pro-

mote on television, in tabs and the glossies.
Look, whatever the motivation, in the

end good things are happening: a
fund-raising record in individual and gov-
ernment donations, appropriate for one of
the largest natural disasters in modern
memory.

Traditionally, most charitable giving is
too insular and self-reflective, with the
largest gifts going to religious institutions
(40 percent) or schools (32 percent), invari-

ably the donor’s own. Until now, a paltry
2.2 percent has gone annually to interna-
tional organizations, according to the
American Association of Fundraising
Counsel.

All I ask is that we operate with the mod-
esty and grace charity requires. The gift is
in the giving. The stories should be entire-
ly devoted to those who matter, the recipi-
ents, the witnesses, the survivors of worse
than we’ll ever know.

Karen Heller is a Philadelphia Inquirer columnist.

Parties should unite to increase aid to war widows

I
f there is any common ground for
agreement left between the warring
political parties in Congress it should
be in protecting the welfare of the

loved ones of American soldiers who die in
combat. At the mo-
ment, the nation’s grati-
tude for those who
have given their ut-
most is a paltry
$12,420 — in many
cases hardly enough to
pay for funeral expens-
es.

A proposal would in-
crease that 1908-estab-
lished gratuity to
$100,000; hardly an ex-
cessive amount when
one considers what

this government has paid survivors of vic-
tims of the Sept. 11, 2001, terrorist attack.
That compensation averages well over $1
million for civilian families, with relatives of
policemen and firemen killed in the tragedy
receiving more than twice that. The 9/11 vic-
tim compensation fund was established to
protect the commercial airline industry
from suits arising from the attack. It was not
a great idea, given the precedent it sets.

Since it was established during President
Theodore Roosevelt’s administration in
1908 as a bonus for Civil War veterans, the
gratuity, originally a few hundred dollars,
has been increased several times — but not
by much. It went to $1,800 to $3,000 (depend-
ing on rank) in 1956. During the Gulf War it
was raised to $6,000 with half of that tax-
able. In 2003, the amount was increased to
$12,000 and it was made tax free and tied to
military pay raises. On Jan. 1, the 3.5 per-
cent pay increase for all military personnel
boosted it by $420.

Currently, the Army provides both an op-
portunity for its troops to buy at a low rate a
$250,000 term life insurance policy and a
death benefit of $6,900. Plus there is a limit-

ed monthly stipend for wives.
There have been complaints that paper-

work has made the insurance payments
slow and some wives and children have
been financially as well as emotionally dev-
astated. Another plan circulating in Con-
gress would have the Army pay the premi-
um on the insurance policy. Some in the mili-
tary have reduced the amount of the policy
as a way of saving money or, in some cases,
refused it altogether.

The proposal also would increase the in-
surance to $300,000 and the estimates are
that the cost of raising both the death gratu-
ity and the insurance ceiling would cost
about $420 million in the first year.

While that may seem substantial, it is little
enough to pay to assure those willing to sacri-
fice their lives that their survivors have ex-
tended security.

Few issues have more emotional appeal
and practical application. If the nation is
going to continue to rely on an all-volunteer
military supplemented by reserve and Na-
tional Guard units, then few other proposals

could do as much to keep recruitments high
as convincing potential soldiers in a time of
war that their loved ones will be taken care
of should anything happen to them.

Aside from the practical aspect, it is sim-
ply the right thing, the moral thing to do.
Past generations have willingly sacrificed
their lives in the national interest without
the kind of protections they deserved. Few
have made an issue of it. The time has come
to provide the guardians of our welfare and
freedom with more than just a posthumous
medal for bravery. In fact, the insurance pol-
icy should be extended to those who are per-
manently maimed in combat. As a former
secretary of Veterans Affairs noted recently,
those who care for soldiers who have lost a
limb or face long-term disability frequently
have more serious emotional and financial
drains than the families of those who have
died. But extending the insurance to cover
injuries probably is some time off.

There are also several private foundations
established to provide compensation for the
families of those who die in service. The In-

trepid Fund, supported by private dona-
tions, distributes several thousand dollars
for children and wives and husbands of mili-
tary dead.

But the government should bear most of
the burden.

Republicans pushing the increase clearly
believe it will help offset Democratic charg-
es that the Bush administration has been
negligent in its treatment of servicemen and
women, failing to provide many of them, par-
ticularly reservists and Guardsmen, with ad-
equate armor and other equipment. Whatev-
er the reasons behind this push, it is an op-
portunity for both parties to put aside some
of the animosity already so obvious in the
first days of the new Congress and do some-
thing for the most deserving among us.
Chances seem fairly good that few lawmak-
ers will want to vote against it, especially
those who have been so critical of Iraq and
current Pentagon policies.

Dan Thomasson is former editor
of Scripps Howard News Service.

Dan Thomasson

Karen Heller

Generous to a fault: Hype-free aid preferred

OPINION
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BY BEN FELLER

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The way
many high school students see it,
government censorship of news-
papers may not be a bad thing,
and flag burning is hardly protect-
ed free speech.

It turns out the First Amend-
ment is a second-rate issue to
many of those nearing their own
adult independence, according to
a study of high school attitudes re-
leased Monday.

The original amendment to the
Constitution is the cornerstone of
the way of life in the United
States, promising citizens the free-
doms of religion, speech, press
and assembly.

Yet when told of the exact text
of the First Amendment, more
than one in three high school stu-
dents said it goes “too far” in the
rights it guarantees.

Only half of the students said
newspapers should be allowed to
publish freely without govern-
ment approval of stories.

“These results are not only dis-
turbing; they are dangerous,”
said Hodding Carter III, presi-
dent of the John S. and James L.
Knight Foundation, which spon-
sored the $1 million study.

“Ignorance about the basics of
this free society is a danger to our
nation’s future.”

The students are even more re-
strictive in their views than their
elders, the study says.

When asked whether people
should be allowed to express un-
popular views, 97 percent of
teachers and 99 percent of school
principals said yes. Only 83 per-
cent of students did.

The results reflected indiffer-
ence, with almost three in four
students saying they took the
First Amendment for granted or
didn’t know how they felt about it.

It also was clear that many stu-
dents do not understand what is
protected by the bedrock of the
Bill of Rights.

Three in four students said flag
burning is illegal. It’s not.

About half the students said the

government can restrict any inde-
cent material on the Internet. It
can’t.

“Schools don’t do enough to
teach the First Amendment. Stu-
dents often don’t know the rights
it protects,” Linda Puntney, exec-
utive director of the Journalism
Education Association, said in the
report.

“This all comes at a time when
there is decreasing passion for
much of anything. And you have
to be passionate about the First
Amendment.”

Federal and state officials,
meanwhile, have bemoaned a
lack of knowledge of U.S. civics
and history among young people.
Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va., has
even pushed through a mandate
that schools must teach about the
Constitution on Sept. 17, the date
it was signed in 1787.

The survey, conducted by re-
searchers at the University of Con-
necticut, is billed as the largest of
its kind. More than 100,000 stu-
dents, nearly 8,000 teachers and
more than 500 administrators at
544 public and private high
schools took part in early 2004.

Stun-gun buyers to face background checks

SCOTTSDALE, Ariz. — Taser International Inc. is hiring a company
to conduct criminal background checks and verify the identity of pri-
vate citizens trying to buy its stun guns.

Taser chose Atlanta-based ChoicePoint Asset Co. to provide online
criminal background information and identity verification, said Rick
Smith, Taser’s co-founder and chief executive.

He said the checks confirm Taser’s commitment to ensuring its de-
vices, “designed for personal safety and citizen defense, are purchased
for those very reasons.”

Taser sells its stun guns primarily to law enforcement agencies but
has more recently been marketing them to the public. The company
has advertised on billboards and in newspapers in the Phoenix area.

The stun gun can temporarily paralyze someone with a 50,000-volt
jolt of electricity.

From The Associated Press

BY JENNIFER D. JORDAN

The Providence Journal

An estimated 90,000 college stu-
dents nationwide will lose their
federal Pell grants this fall and
1.3 million more will have their
awards reduced due to changes
the Bush administration has
made to the program’s eligibility
requirements.

Eligibility is decided by a com-
plex formula that takes into ac-
count family income, the number
of other children enrolled in
post-secondary education, and a
host of other factors. An estimat-
ed 90 percent of families eligible
for Pell grants earn less than
$35,000 a year.

Long considered the linchpin of
financial aid for millions of needy
students, Pell grants gave $11.6
billion to 4.7 million undergradu-
ate students in 2002-2003.

In the 1970s, Pell grants cov-

ered about 72 percent of the cost
of attending a four-year public col-
lege and 35 percent of the cost of
attending a private college, ac-
cording to the American Council
on Education.

By 2002-03, their impact had
dwindled to 41 percent of the cost
of a public-college education, and
16 percent for private colleges.

The Bush administration says
the changes in estimating how
much families can afford to con-
tribute to college costs were long
overdue, as the old formula was
based on tax data more than a de-
cade old.

Furthermore, officials note, the
program is running a steep deficit
— about $4 billion — due to an un-
expected surge in demand. Be-
cause the program functions like
an entitlement, Pell grants are dis-
tributed to all eligible students,
even if insufficient funds had
been set aside.

A quarter with a view

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — It was Johnny
Carson’s last monologue and, pre-
dictably, it drew plenty of laughs.

David Letterman paid tribute
to Carson, who died Jan. 23, by de-
livering a “Late Show” mono-
logue Monday composed entirely
of jokes the retired “Tonight”
show host had quietly sent him in
his final months.

Only after the monologue was
through did Letterman tell the au-
dience who had written the jokes.

There were some topics Carson
couldn’t resist in retirement: Paris
Hilton and Donald Trump’s hair.

Letterman set up one joke by
noting scientists had been work-
ing on an airplane that flew 50
miles above the Earth. Only two
man-made objects were visible at
that distance, he said.

“One is the Great Wall of
China,” Letterman said. “and the
other is Donald Trump’s hair.”

Letterman said Hilton’s dog,
Tinkerbell, was missing for a few
days because it was “with the
Taco Bell Chihuahua making a
sex video.”

One of Carson’s former produc-
ers, Peter Lassally, told Letter-
man the one thing Carson missed
after retiring in May 1992 was his
nightly monologue. Carson would
read the newspapers in the morn-
ing and write jokes, calling Lassal-
ly and delivering them by phone.

Only after much prodding did
Carson agree to send some to Let-
terman. It was an indication that
Carson considered Letterman his
rightful heir, even though NBC
chose Jay Leno as his “Tonight”
show successor.

Study: High school students
tepid about 1st Amendment

AP

California Gov. Arnold Schwarzenegger and his wife, Maria Shriver,

applaud Garrett Burke, not shown, the designer of the California Quar-

ter, during ceremonies to launch the coin in Sacramento, Calif., on

Monday. The California quarter is the first quarter released in 2005

and the 31st coin released in the U.S. Mint’s 50 State Quarters Pro-

gram. The quarter shows naturalist John Muir admiring Yosemite Val-

ley’s Half Dome while a California condor soars through the scene.

Letterman
gets Carson’s
last laughs

Changes to cost 90,000
students their Pell funds
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Cites new information on heart problemsBY THERESA AGOVINO

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — Pharmaceutical giant
Pfizer Inc. has acknowledged that a 1999
study found Alzheimer’s patients taking
the pain killer Celebrex were up to four
times more likely to have cardiovascular
risk factors than those taking a placebo.

The findings prompted a consumer
group on Monday to renew its call for the
government to ban Pfizer from selling
Celebrex, as well as the arthritis drug Bex-
tra.

Public Citizen said Celebrex raised the

risk of serious cardiovascular events to
3.6 times that of a placebo. Results from
the Alzheimer’s study were posted on the
Pharmaceutical Research and Manufac-
turers of America Web site last week.
Risk factors included hypertension and di-
abetes.

Pfizer did not return calls for comment
Monday. In a statement, however, it said
the Celebrex patients’ health problems
mean definitive conclusions about cardio-
vascular risk cannot be drawn from the
1999 study.

Celebrex and Bextra are part of the fam-
ily of drugs known as COX-2 inhibitors.
Another drug in that group, Vioxx, was
withdrawn last fall by its manufacturer,
Merck & Co., because of heart problems.

Similar concerns have been expressed
about Celebrex and Bextra, but they re-
main on the market.

Last December, a different study linked
Celebrex to increased cardiovascular
problems. Pfizer’s president of worldwide
development, Dr. Joseph Feczko, said the

results revealed in that study were not
consistent with a “large body of data” that
the company had collected.

The Food and Drug Administration has
already suggested doctors consider alter-
natives to prescribing Celebrex, and
plans to hold a hearing on the safety of
COX-2 inhibitors.

In the 1999 study, two of the 285 pa-
tients taking Celebrex had heart attacks,
compared with none of the 140 people in
the placebo group. Six Celebrex patients
had strokes, compared with three in the
placebo group. The study failed to show
that Celebrex limited the progression of
Alzheimer’s disease.

BY RANDOLPH E. SCHMID

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — A highly sen-
sitive new test could lead to a dif-
ferent way to diagnose people
with Alzheimer’s disease, possi-
bly helping find the illness in its
early stages when there might be
time for treatment.

While millions of people are
thought to suffer from the memo-
ry-destroying ill-
ness, at the mo-
ment the only
way to diagnose it
definitively is by
studying brain tis-
sue during an au-
topsy.

It is important
to have some way
to diagnose the
disease while the
patient is still
alive, especially
during its early
stages, so experimental treat-
ments can be evaluated, and to
catch it at a time when the disease
might be treatable.

“If you can’t diagnose it, you’re
not going to have a therapy for it,”
said Chad A. Mirkin of Northwest-
ern University.

Many companies have experi-
mental therapies, he said, “But
those therapeutics aren’t very
good if you can’t definitively diag-
nose and follow a disease,” ex-
plained Mirkin, a lead researcher
— along with William L. Klein —
on a team that developed the new
test, which can detect small
amounts of proteins in spinal
fluid.

The team’s findings are report-
ed in Tuesday’s issue of Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of
Science.

The new test, called a bio-bar-
code assay, is 100,000 times to 1
million times more sensitive than
other available tests, Mirkin said
in a telephone interview.

It was first used last year in test-
ing for a marker for prostate can-
cer, and Mirkin said he invited
other investigators to suggest sub-
jects for further testing. Klein,
also at Northwestern, had done re-
search associating Alzheimer’s
with a protein in the brain called
amyloid-beta-derived diffusible

ligand, or ADDL, Mirkin said.
So the research team set out to

try and detect ADDL in spinal
fluid.

They got samples of the spinal
fluid of 30 people, 15 who had
Alzheimer’s disease and 15 who
did not.

The researchers found at least
some ADDL in all the patients,
which Mirkin said is an indication
that everyone may have a base-

line level of the
protein.

“What was real-
ly encouraging,”
he said, is that
the concentration
of ADDL increas-
es as the disease
gets worse, so the
progression of
the illness could
be followed.

“Do we have a
new diagnostic
for Alzheimer’s?”

Mirkin said. “That’s a bit prema-
ture.”

The method needs to be repeat-
ed and tested on more patients, he
said. Also tests need to be done to
see if high levels of ADDL occur
in other memory-loss diseases.

But, the researchers said in
their paper, the work provides a
“potential reliable detection meth-
od for diagnosing” Alzheimer’s
disease.

In addition, Mirkin said, the re-
searchers are hoping to use the
new test to search for proteins
and other chemicals that can
offer early diagnoses of other dis-
eases, ranging from cancers to
AIDS to mad cow disease.

ADDLs are small soluble pro-
teins. To detect them the research-
ers used nanoscale particles that
had antibodies specific to ADDL.
Some particles were magnetic
and some of gold with strings of
DNA attached.

The antibodies bind to the
ADDL, sandwiching the protein
between the two particles. They
are then removed from the solu-
tion magnetically and the hun-
dreds to thousands of DNA
strands attached to the gold parti-
cles serve as a bar code because
they can be used to label the spe-
cific target with standard detec-
tion methods.

BY DARLENE SUPERVILLE

The Associated Press

WASHINGTON — The govern-
ment is adding viruses for the
first time to its list of known or
suspected causes of cancer, in-
cluding hepatitis B and C and a
third virus that causes sexually
transmitted diseases.

Lead, X-rays and compounds
in grilled meats also are joining
the list.

It has been known that the hep-
atitis viruses can cause liver can-
cer and that some forms of the
sexually transmitted human papil-
lomavirus can cause cervical can-
cer.

But they were added to the list
Monday only after officials decid-
ed to go beyond the report’s his-
torical focus on the occupational
and environmental causes of can-
cer, said Dr. Christopher Portier,
associate director of the National
Toxicology Program, which pre-
pared the latest update.

“We felt [the report] needed to
be expanded to include other
things in our general environ-
ment that can cause cancer,” Port-
ier said.

Dr. Michael Thun, who runs
the American Cancer Society’s ep-

idemiological program, said add-
ing the viruses was important.

“These are human carcinogens
and very important carcinogens,”
he said.

The list, which now identifies
246 known or suspected can-
cer-causing agents, is intended to
give people who may or may not
be exposed to any of the substanc-
es something to think about, he
said.

Take X-rays, added to the
“known” category. “This is sim-
ply to remind them that when
they are making a decision about
an X-ray to think about it and talk
it over with your physician,” Port-
ier said.

But the American College of Ra-
diology faulted the addition of
X-rays and gamma rays, saying it
was misleading and could prompt
patients to avoid getting needed
care.

“X-rays and gamma rays are
not substances that the general
public has access or exposure to
and do not belong on a list of sub-
stances that pose a risk to people
in the course of their normal,
daily lives,” Dr. James Borgst-
ede, chairman of the radiology
college’s board of chancellors,

said in a statement.

New to the suspected category
are substances that form when
meats are cooked or grilled at
high temperatures. Studies sug-
gest an increased cancer risk
when foods containing them are
eaten.

Consumer group calls for Celebrex ban

AP

Cows at the Spruce Haven Farm in Union Springs, N.Y., will take part in a Cornell University study on

whether boosting the level of a fatty acid in milk will prevent or limit cancer. The dairy industry hopes the

study will prove out and give struggling dairy farmers a new market.

Getting more from milk?

Test might detect
Alzheimer’s early

Viruses added to list
of causes of cancer

Do we have a

new diagnostic

for Alzheimer’s?

That’s a bit

premature.”

Chad A. Mirkin

a lead researcher on a team

that developed the new test
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From top, George Karnazes, 7;

Lizzie Kingsley, 8; and Bailey

Perry, 8, sled down a frosty hill in

Charlotte, N.C.

Postcard mystery

WV MORGANTOWN —
A postcard that

Navy recruit Dennis Bosley
sent to his mother has been
returned — 37 years after
he mailed it.

The yellowed postcard
intended for Beatrice
Bosley arrived in her
son’s Morgantown mail-
box Saturday inside
an envelope with no
return address. “It’s

just weird,” said Bosley, 55. “I’d
like to find out who sent it to me
and what happened to it. I have no
idea. I’ve called all my family, and
they have no idea.”

Bosley mailed the postcard from
boot camp in 1968. He later served
on the destroyer USS Waldon dur-
ing the Vietnam War. Nine days
after he returned to Morgantown,
his mother died.

Lunch looks suspicious

IL CHICAGO — The state attor-
ney general’s office is investi-

gating whether two state utility reg-
ulators from the Illinois Com-
merce Commission broke any laws
by attending a private lunch with
executives from Peoples Energy.

The lunch occurred days after a
utility watchdog group filed paper-
work with the ICC demanding
$149 million in refunds for alleged
overcharges to Chicago-area con-
sumers.

Ferry refunds $150,000

NY ROCHESTER — After
being threatened with a law-

suit, the operator of an idled
high-speed ferry agreed to pay
$150,000 in refunds to more than
1,100 customers.

New York State Attorney Gener-
al Eliot Spitzer initially obtained re-
funds for nearly 50 customers be-
fore hundreds more brought com-
plaints against the Spirit of Ontario
that ran daily across Lake Ontario
from Rochester, N.Y., to Toronto,
Canada.

Canadian American Transporta-
tion Systems, which ran the ferry
for 11 weeks of sailing, will mail re-
funds.

Super mom’s Bowl plea

FL JACKSONVILLE — To get
her sons into the Super

Bowl, Barbara Langston is using
some nifty advertising.

Langston placed a classified ad
in The Florida Times-Union,
which said, “2 kind, polite,
well-mannered, teenage boys look-
ing for Super Bowl tickets. Call
their Mom.”

“I’m their Mom and I think they
are OK,” said Langston, who
knows she will pay a lot of money
for the tickets, possibly as much a
$1,000 each for tickets with a face
value of $500. “They are the kind
of kids mothers dream about hav-
ing,” she said.

It’s not that either of her sons,
ages 15 and 17, are huge fans of ei-
ther team — the New England Patri-
ots and Philadelphia Eagles — but
she said they live within walking
distance of Alltel Stadium, and she
believes it’s a chance of a lifetime.

Plane sales going slow

WI MADISON — The state still
owns two-thirds of its origi-

nal fleet of airplanes more than

three years after lawmakers called
for their sale, a newspaper report-
ed. Department of Administration
data gathered by The Post-Cres-
cent in Appleton show that the
state has sold 11 airplanes since
fall 2002, recouping about $1.2 mil-
lion. However, it still owns 19 air-
planes.

Training flights continue

CA GORMAN — A top Defense
Department official con-

cluded that new housing develop-
ments planned on Tejon Ranch in
the mountains north of Los Ange-
les will not interfere with low-level
training flights.

Navy Rear Adm. J.L. Betancourt
says a military analysis has allayed
his concerns that the new city
would prevent Navy, Marine and
Air Force combat pilots from train-
ing over the Tehachapi Mountains.

Town may move from Vt.

VT WINHALL — Officials in
another community want

their town to secede from Vermont
and join New Hampshire.

The Winhall Selectboard plans
to ask voters about the secession
idea on Town Meeting Day on
March 1.

Town officials believe property
taxes in Vermont are too high and
the education funding system is
flawed. A successful secession
vote would send a message to the
Legislature, said Selectboard
Chairman Frank Pinto.

“It’s to make a statement to
Montpelier,” he said. “We’re not
happy.”

Killington voters approved a pro-

posal last year to
merge with New
Hampshire after re-

peated attempts to chal-
lenge the state’s educa-

tion law.
Like Killington, Winhall

is considered a sending or
“gold” town under Ver-

mont’s education funding
law, and is responsible for
sending more money to the
state in taxes than other
towns. About 90 percent of
properties are vacation

homes in the town that borders
Stratton and its popular ski resort.

Suburbs surpass city

IA DES MOINES — The com-
bined population of 14 sur-

rounding suburbs has outgrown
Des Moines’ population, the Des
Moines Sunday Register reported.

Unofficial estimates from city of-
ficials count 206,651 residents in
the suburbs while Des Moines has
201,655 residents, the newspaper
said.

Low count blamed on rain

TN GATLINBURG — The
Great Smoky Mountains Na-

tional Park drew about 9.1 million
visitors in 2004, down 2 percent, of-
ficials said.

Park Superintendent Dale Dit-
manson said weather was a key fac-
tor, since the park got 11 inches
more rain than normal. Several of
the rainy months came during usu-
ally busy tourism times. The park
is the most visited in the USA.

Sin tax on adult shows

MO JEFFERSON CITY — A
Show-Me State lawmaker

wants a sin tax — on those who
show too much.

First, Missouri banished sexy
billboards and young strip danc-
ers. Now, Republican Sen. Matt
Bartle wants to force adult enter-
tainment businesses out of the
state by stripping them of their
profits.

Legislation pending in the Sen-
ate would impose a 20 percent tax
on revenues of all “sexually orient-
ed businesses,” charge a $5 fee for
each person entering their doors
and prohibit them from staying
open late at night.

“The goal of the bill is to make
Missouri inhospitable for these
businesses,” said Bartle.

Adult entertainment executives
question whether the legislation vi-
olates constitutional free-speech
and expression rights and warn it
could hurt the state’s economy.

“It’s a small business killer and
it’s a job killer,” said Dick Snow,
owner of Bazooka’s Showgirls in
Kansas City and a board member
of the Missouri Association of Club
Executives, the industry’s trade
group.

Meat plant to redevelop

NH MANCHESTER — Offi-
cials signed papers to buy

the former Jac Pac meat process-
ing plant for $3 million.

They’re considering a variety of
possible uses for the 17-acre site.

Any redevelopment of the river-
front property would complement
a planned ballpark for the New
Hampshire Fisher Cats minor
league baseball team and a hotel
and condominium complex, offi-
cials said.

Nikolai Roubtsov,

left, dances with

Anna Shchukina during a performance by the Moiseyev Dance Company, a

Russian folkloric dance company, in Owensboro, Ky.

Rep. Mark Homer, D-Texas, second

left, serves dinner to his wife

Jennifer Homer, left, and Dr. Richard Grossnickle and his wife, Lisa, right,

during the annual Daon Wall Rotary Scholarship Benefit in Paris, Texas.

Homer, along with other local personalities, took part in the theme of

“Circus, Circus” for the celebrity-waiter dinner.

Look out below

From Russia, with a big smile

Josephine, a bulldog, sleeps after riding in the

Krewe of Mutts Mardi Gras parade in Baton

Rouge, La. The parade, which raises money for the Capital Area Animal

Welfare Society, features dogs dressed in costumes and other finery.

Clowning around

Dog tired
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Toni Mattson makes a shot

while playing in the women’s

semi-final eight ball game against Jessica Frideres, not shown, during the

Midwest Casino Pool Tour tournament in Burlington, Iowa.

Videotaping police nixed

DC
WASHINGTON — Mayor
Anthony Williams wants a

bill requiring police to videotape in-
terrogations of serious crime sus-
pects “reworked.”

Williams vetoed the measure, be-
cause it could make unrecorded
confessions inadmissible in court.

The D.C. Attorney General and
U.S. Attorney’s Office supported
the mayor’s decision.

No-call violators beware

WI
MADISON — Cell phone
users could list their num-

bers on Wisconsin’s no-call list for
the first time under proposed legis-
lation that also would increase the
penalties for telemarketers who vi-
olate the law.

The proposal would increase the
fines to up to $10,000 per violation
by telemarketers from the current
level of $100. Federal law prohibits
telemarketing calls to cell phones,
but state law doesn’t include a simi-
lar provision.

Juror’s calls costly

SC
COLUMBIA — A woman
was found in contempt of

court for telephoning news organi-
zations while serving as a juror in a
federal death penalty trial.

Cynthia Wilson was ordered to
perform 120 hours of community
service and repay $2,500 of the
$5,600 she received for jury duty.

Wilson made the calls to bring at-
tention to the case so women
would be aware of dangerous situa-
tions, her attorney said.

Work more for less?

RI
PROVIDENCE — Eligibili-
ty rules for the state’s pen-

sion system would be tightened
under an overhaul of the system
proposed by Gov. Don Carcieri.

Employees would have to work
longer to qualify, and could be paid
less under the plan.

Carcieri said his plan would
save $256 million during the next
five years.

Activist, 79, sentenced

GA
COLUMBUS — A
79-year-old retiree was

among five peace activists sen-
tenced to three months of federal
incarceration and fined $500 for
trespassing on Army property dur-
ing a protest last November at the
former School of the Americas.

Tom MacLean of Ashfield,
Mass., will serve his sentence in a
federal medical facility.

No-tax plan considered

IA
DES MOINES — Senate Re-
publicans introduced an eco-

nomic development plan that calls
for eliminating the state income
tax for everyone under the age of
30 while giving tax credits to busi-
nesses that create jobs.

Any job qualifying for the tax
credit must pay at least $10 an
hour.

The elimination of the state in-
come tax is aimed at keeping
young workers in Iowa.

Home’s pricey makeover

WA
SEATTLE — University of
Washington President

Mark Emmert and his family have
moved into the president’s man-
sion after a $540,000 renovation of

the three-story house built in 1906.
Regents tapped an endowment

fund for $370,000. The rest came
from the university’s building re-
newal fund.

The 35-room house also serves
as a site for many university social
functions.

Schools miss standards

CT
HARTFORD — About 25
percent of the state’s school

districts were warned that they
aren’t meeting the standards of the
federal No Child Left Behind law.

The 43 school districts were
spread across cities and suburbs
and included the state’s technical
school system.

Fewer earned the designation
than last year, when 99 districts
were identified for poor perfor-
mance.

Tax man will collect

LA
BATON ROUGE — The
state Department of Reve-

nue has mailed about 107,000 certi-
fied letters informing delinquent
taxpayers that the state will seize
any refunds they might expect
from their federal income tax re-
turns.

Louisiana is taking advantage of
a recent amendment to federal
law. It hopes to collect $180.4 mil-
lion in back taxes.

Cigarette tax hike

OH
COLUMBUS — Gov. Bob
Taft is considering an in-

crease in the tax on cigarettes to
help balance the budget.

A leading business group said
it’s been told by the governor’s
staff that the tax could add 45
cents to the current tax of 55 cents
per pack. Lawmakers approved an
increase in the cigarette tax in
2002 to fill a budget deficit.

Killer lion killed

CA
SAN JOSE — A wildlife
warden shot a mountain

lion to death in the back yard of a
rural home after the animal killed
two goats.

Department of Fish and Game of-
ficials said efforts to scare away
the lion with bright lights and
noise had failed. “Most of the time
... when faced with that kind of
noise and visual disruption, most
animals will leave,” Fish and
Game Lt. Don Kelly said. “This
one held its ground.”

Famous hotel to close

NY
NEW YORK — The Plaza
Hotel, a meeting place for

kings and queens, presidents and
stars for nearly a century, will
close by April 30, its owner says.

The 805-room hotel with the Cen-
tral Park view will be transformed
into a combination of upscale con-
dominiums, stores and a much
smaller hotel. It’s expected to re-
open late next year.

Laptop trial a success

AK
CONWAY — The Universi-
ty of Central Arkansas says

a pilot program to provide laptop
computers to new students has
proven successful and it intends to
supply 1,000 of the machines to stu-
dents in the fall. In return, stu-
dents will pay a fee of about $250
per semester, and they have to
give the computers back at the end
of the school year.

Marching bands from Bethune-Cookman College, of Daytona Beach, Fla.,

left, and Florida A&M, of Tallahassee, Fla., perform in the grand finale of

the Battle of the Bands during the 2005 Invitational Showcase at the Georgia Dome in Atlanta.

Hayden Mock,

6 months, of

Copperas Cove, Texas, plays with

an American flag as he waits with

family members for his Uncle Mike

Putnam of the 21st Cavalry

Brigade to return from Iraq, during

a welcome home ceremony for

soldiers from 13th COSCOM and

the First Cavalry Division at Fort

Hood, Texas.

Patty Sell, of Lincoln, Neb., races her duck, named Randy Moss after the

Minnesota Vikings wide receiver, during the 25th annual Avoca Quack Off

in Avoca, Neb. The event, in which ducks race across a frozen tennis court, benefits the local fire department.

Pretty toy

Battle of the brass

Taking her best shot

Run, Randy Moss!
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Rodman settles restaurant woes

Former NBA star Dennis Rodman said he has resolved
a dispute with an industry group that accused him of using
copyrighted music without permission at his California
restaurant.

Rodman has agreed to pay licensing fees back to 2002
and has signed a new agreement
with the American Society of Com-
posers, Authors and Publishers, his
publicist, Shannon Barr, told the Los
Angeles Times for Saturday’s edi-
tions.

Rodman said he was unhappy
about the ASCAP’s rule that com-
mercial establishments must pay
fees for the use of any of its eight mil-
lion copyrighted songs and composi-
tions performed live, played on juke-
boxes or piped in from radio sta-
tions.

“But hey, what can you do?” said
Rodman, who has attracted publicity because of his brief
marriage to Carmen Electra, wild partying and brushes
with the law.

“We are under new management now, and I have taken
every precaution that things like this do not happen
again,” he said in an e-mail to the Times.

Maroon 5 set to open Grammy Awards

Neo-soul rock band Maroon 5 will perform the opening
musical number at next month’s Grammy Awards.

“It’s going to be awesome,” lead singer Adam Levine
said Thursday. “We’re going to do ‘This Love’ unless they
change it up on us and say, OK, ‘Superfreak.’ ”

Maroon 5 has earned two Grammy nominations for its
debut album, “Songs About Jane,” which has sold more
than eight million copies since its June 2002 release and
was the seventh best-selling album in 2004. The Gram-
mies are televised in the States on Feb. 13.

A tea party he couldn’t refuse

Russian President Vladimir Putin praised the works of
director Francis Ford Coppola as the two met for tea at
the Kremlin before Coppola received a film award.

“In Russia your works are well known and highly val-
ued,” Putin told Coppola during a televised portion of the
meeting Saturday. He said he was not just referring to
“The Godfather” — which is extremely popular in Russia
— but also to films “that so accurately tell of the horrors of
war.”

Coppola, in turn, lauded Putin’s speech marking the
60th anniversary of the liberation of Auschwitz by Soviet
troops, during which Putin said he was ashamed of
anti-Semitism’s existence in Russia.

“Excellent speech,” Coppola said. “But in person you
look much younger than you did on TV.”

Coppola was in Moscow to receive a Golden Eagle
award from Russia’s National Academy of Cinematic Arts
and Sciences for his contribution to world cinematogra-
phy.

Stories and photos from The Associated Press

BY TONY HICKS

Knight Ridder Newspapers

S
omeday they’ll make a feel-good movie about
Julie Roberts’ life. It’ll begin with a little girl
belching at her first singing performance and
end with a young women in her 20s, looking ner-
vous behind a desk outside her boss’s office at a

big record company, while inside, a producer pitches a
demo tape to the label head.

The boss stops the tape and says he has to meet the un-
known singer.

The producer tells him he already has — she’s his per-
sonal assistant sitting outside.

That would be Roberts. The 25-year-old roots-country
singer had a storybook year, after the May release of her
chart-climbing, self-titled debut album.

Roberts spoke by phone from Nashville.
So the story goes that you were working as an assistant

for Luke Lewis [head of Universal Nashville, which owns
Mercury Records] when he heard your demo and had no
idea it was you. Is that really true?

(Giggling) Yes, it’s completely true. I worked as an in-
tern at Mercury for two years. They offered me a job when
I graduated and I moved around the company, finally
working for Luke as his assistant. I did my music at night. I
would have never told him. I was scared he would fire me.

Why would he do that?
I knew what he did at work, I did his schedule. I thought

it might be a conflict. I knew if I got fired, I’d have to be a
waitress to pay my bills. I just wanted to be in the industry.
We played at nights, we played in Laundromats, pizza par-
lors, lots of places. After I gave [producer Brent Rowan] a
tape, he wanted to work with us. He asked, ‘Hey Julie, can
I take this [demo] to Luke?’ My heart wanted him to, but I
was scared. He told me he wouldn’t tell him who it was.

Were you there when they met?
I was there when he went into the office, answering

phones. My heart was beating so fast. I couldn’t hear them
talk, but Brent told me later Luke stopped him after the
third song and said he wanted to meet me. [Brent] said I
was sitting right outside the door. Luke said he didn’t even
know I sang.

You would seem to be a good candidate for a label to pol-
ish up and make into a big country-pop star. Yet your
music is more rooted in country than other country cross-
overs. Do you have to be deliberate about that?

No. This is what I love about it. He let me be who I am.

Nothing is forced on the record. They’re not pushing me in
any way. I feel very strong in my faith, and I feel like God
is leading me. If that’s toward a larger audience, great.
Take me. I want to see the world, and this is letting me.

Will success give you more freedom on the next record
to write your own songs?

I’m in the studio right now, recording demos of songs
I’ve written. We’ll see if they’re good enough for the
record. When I buy a CD, I want to be able to love the
whole thing. That’s my goal for the next record.

What are you writing about?
It’s got to be real to me. If I haven’t lived it, I have to

know someone who has.
So, as a country singer, does that mean every time some-

thing bad happens, you stop and say “Wait a second, this
could be a song?”

I love sad country. But I love playing the happy stuff,
too. I’ll go into a writing session and say, “I’m in a good
mood. Let’s do something happy.”

Do the Faith Hill comparisons help or hurt your ca-
reer?

They’re not talking about the music. They’re talking
about how I might look like a certain picture of her. I’ll
take that any day of the week, but there are other people I
sound more like. I’ve heard Bonnie Raitt, who I love. I
don’t think I sound like anyone. I’ve got to be me.

You went to college, which isn’t something one thinks of
when considering the background of female country sing-
ers, such as Loretta Lynn, who worked her way up
through poverty.

Singing country music was what I always wanted to do.
But an education is something I’ll always have. I went to
college in South Carolina for two years, then I moved to
Nashville to go to Belmont University and majored in
music business.

Good thinking. There’s a lot of musicians out there who
got ripped off for not understanding the business.

Yeah. I learned a lot. And it gave me the opportunity to
intern at Mercury.

You have a lot of great stories, including the one about
your first public performance.

I was small and scared of everybody. My mama says
she’d tell waitresses not to talk to me, or I’d start crying.
And I did. But I liked to sing, and my mama and grandma
convinced me to do this pageant. I think I was 5 or 6. They
entered me in the talent part and didn’t even think I’d sing.
I got up there and burped.

That’s perfect. Singing must have always been easy
after that.

Yeah. I learned not to eat greasy food before you sing.

Francis Ford Coppola and Vladimir Putin

FACES

A storybookA storybook
rise to famerise to fame

AP

Rodman

Julie Roberts is determined to build on her fairy-tale career
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Q. I downloaded a program to my desktop and now
I can’t find it.

It’s not visible anywhere. So I went back to the in-
structions and followed the path to XVBF1LKE and
found a whole list of what seems like hundreds of
files of gibberish from 0 bytes to 1 or 2 KB, all wast-
ing space, I think.

These are located in folders called temporary. Will
more accumulate?

— Douglas Ploss @theramp.net
A. You have encountered the wild world of Web ap-

plets and other Internet-borne detritus that
continually gets written to one’s hard drive
while using features of Web sites from sim-
ple animations to complex games. I keep tell-
ing myself not to worry my pretty little head
over such things but, like you, I do fret.

These temporary files are inescapable
components of Web sites, and one can’t avoid
them while online. From time to time they
can cause problems of some severity.

In Microsoft Internet Explorer, click on
Tools and then Internet Options and call up
the tab marked General. There you will find
a button to delete the files. You also will have
a command there to restrict the size of the
hard-drive space that they are allowed to
use. Owners of modern computers with stor-
age measured in gigabytes don’t really need to do this,
but it’s good to remember that temporary files can be
the culprit for all kinds of strange happenings.

Q. What’s a banner and what do they mean when
they tell me a Web site needs use of “ALT tags” in
order to be competitive.

—Felicia Carparelli @rentamother.com
A. When you pass a mouse over an icon, a picture or

a link, it is possible to make a little box appear, usually
with a yellow background and black type saying some-
thing about it. They are called ALT tags because the
Web-page programming key for them is “ALT.”

Here is a link to an explanation: http://uaweb.arizo

na.edu/resources/tutorial/imagemap.shtml.
Banners are those things at the top of Web pages

generally used for advertising. They also can simply
jazz up content. Here is a site that will help you get
rolling with banners: www.animationonline.com/S/
banner—templates.html.

Let me sound a whine of caution, though: The flash-
ing and bells and whistles like tags and banners and
marquees that a new Web site programmer learns
about can soon detract from, not complement, con-
tent. As in computer programming, the motto for Web

site creators should always be KISS (keep it
simple, stupid).

Q. I am confused about the new DVD for-
mats, and your recent column discussing
them only added to my confusion.

Are you saying that a DVD+R disc could
be made to work in a DVD-R player if the
disc is finalized? I use Ulead VideoStudio
7, Pinnacle Systems Studio 7, and Sonic
MyDVD software. This whole DVD+R ver-
sus DVD-R issue has been a headache.

— Steve Houghton @new.rr.com
A. As you suspect, there are a fairly large

number of DVD players, particularly older
models, some of which have security fea-
tures that block them from seeing the boot

sector of a home-brewed DVD.
When one scans major lists of DVD players by capa-

bility, it turns out that there are some machines that
will be able to see a DVD-R that has been finalized but
not a DVD+R and so on. Go figure.

Meanwhile, new players are built by companies
aiming directly at home hobby discmakers and in-
clude coverage for the whole ball of wax.

You can review product models at places like
www.videohelp.com, but look on the top of the left
side of that Web site for “what is” DVD.

Contact Jim Coates via e-mail at jcoates@tribune.com or snail
mail at the Chicago Tribune, Room 400, 435 N. Michigan Ave.,
Chicago IL 60611. Questions can be answered only through
this column. Also see www.chicagotribune.com/askjim.

CBS MarketWatch

NEW YORK — Stolen or lost
wallets, checkbooks, purses and
credit cards collectively are the
leading means of identity theft,
according to a report by the Bet-
ter Business Bureau and Javelin
Strategy and Research.

To protect yourself, clean out
your wallet.

Take out your Social Security
card. Carry it with you only if
you know you’re going to need it.

Limit the number of credit
cards you carry.

If you have lost your wallet:
Cancel your credit cards. In-

clude ones that are registered
for use at a specific store.

File a police report. This is im-
portant for later disputing charg-
es and clearing your name in the
event of other identity theft.

If you keep checks in your wal-
let, call the bank and tell an offic-
er about the missing checks. If
you keep good bank records, be
specific about which checks
have been stolen and to whom
you wrote the last authorized
check.

Notify the three major cred-
it-reporting agencies — Equifax,
Experian and Trans Union. Ask
that an alert be put on your report
to stall new requests for credit.

Temporary files often
can be a prolonged pain

MONDAY’S MARKET SUMMARY

KEY DEFENSE STOCKS
YTD

Name Div PE Last Chg %Chg

10,868.07 9,708.40 Dow Jones Industrials 10,489.94 +62.74 +.60 -2.72 -.09
3,823.96 2,743.46 Dow Jones Transportation 3,598.48 +52.54 +1.48 -5.25 +25.47

339.96 259.08 Dow Jones Utilities 343.46 +3.90 +1.15 +2.54 +26.60
7,273.18 6,211.33 NYSE Composite 7,089.83 +57.84 +.82 -2.21 +7.93
1,437.46 1,150.74 Amex Index 1,428.39 +6.53 +.46 -.41 +18.85
2,191.60 1,750.82 Nasdaq Composite 2,062.41 +26.58 +1.31 -5.20 -.04
1,217.90 1,060.72 S&P 500 1,181.27 +9.91 +.85 -2.53 +4.05

666.99 548.29 S&P MidCap 645.97 +9.31 +1.46 -2.61 +9.73
656.11 515.90 Russell 2000 624.02 +11.02 +1.80 -4.23 +7.49

12,024.36 10,268.52 DJ Wilshire 5000 11,642.57 +111.32 +.97 -2.74 +5.26

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

Alliant Technosystem ... 17 66.58 -.07 +1.8
Armor Holdings ... 29 43.97 +1.02 -6.5
Boeing 1.00 15 50.60 +.68 -2.3
Computer Sciences ... 17 51.52 +1.18 -8.6
Engineered Sup Sys .07 21 58.01 +1.37 -2.0
General Dynamics 1.44 17 103.25 +.02 -1.3
General Electric .88 23 36.13 +.38 -1.0
Halliburton .50 ... 41.13 +.29 +4.8
Harris Corp. .48 28 64.77 +1.69 +4.8
Allied Signal .83 21 35.98 +.29 +1.6
L-3 Communications .40 21 71.41 +.54 -2.5
Lockheed Martin 1.00 20 57.81 +1.43 +4.1
NorthrpG s .92 18 51.88 +.11 -4.6
Raytheon .80 43 37.40 +.38 -3.7
Rockwell Intl. .66 22 56.65 +.20 +14.3
Sequa Corp. ... 35 58.75 +1.06 -3.9
Texas Instruments .10 22 23.21 +.10 -5.7
Textron Inc. 1.40 28 71.98 +1.33 -2.5
United Technologies 1.40 18 100.68 -1.32 -2.6

NYSE

INDEXES

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Pfizer 431076 24.16 -.19
SprntFON 319867 23.83 +.68
AT&T 312485 19.19 -.52
SBC Com 311287 23.76 +.14
Merck 297973 28.05 +.03
Lucent 273581 3.26 +.02
Wyeth 266603 39.63 -3.35
NortelN lf 198614 3.25 +.12
ProctG s 196034 53.23 -.92
Citigrp 190728 49.05 +.67

52-week Net % YTD 52-wk
High Low Name Last Chg Chg % Chg % Chg

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

AMEX

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

SPDR 494956 118.16 +.73
SemiHTr 176891 31.21 +.13
iShRs2000 107447 124.24 +1.44
iShJapan 67606 10.59 ...
SP Engy 56293 37.55 +.44
DJIA Diam 53219 104.80 +.35
OilSvHT 38808 88.98 +1.29
SP Fncl 38516 29.87 +.35
NOrion gn 20999 3.01 -.04
BemaGold 20422 2.83 -.08

MOST ACTIVE ($1 OR MORE)

NASDAQ

Name Vol (00) Last Chg

Nasd100Tr 844686 37.40 +.48
Microsoft 708839 26.28 +.10
SunMicro 671112 4.36 +.10
Intel 602522 22.45 +.21
Cisco 512720 18.04 +.14
JDS Uniph 458409 2.15 -.04
ApldMatl 394199 15.90 -.14
SiriusS 383908 6.62 +.12
Oracle 380110 13.77 +.09
AppleC 299357 76.90 +2.92

YTD
Name NAV Chg. %Ret.

KEY MUTUAL FUNDS

Fidelity Invest: GroInc 37.35 +.21 -2.3
Fidelity Invest: GroCo 53.50 +.64 -4.6
Amer Century Inv: Ultra 28.61 +.30 -3.0
Fidelity Spartan: EqIdx 41.81 +.35 -2.4
Putnam Funds A: GrInA p 19.01 +.17 -2.0
Fidelity Invest: A Mgr 16.01 +.05 -1.2
Frank/Temp Frnk A: SMCpGrA 33.22 +.44 -2.8
AIM Investments A: Const p 22.19 +.22 -2.8
Fidelity Invest: USBI 11.17 ... +.6
Fidelity Invest: Ovrsea 34.39 +.27 -2.8
Fidelity Advisor T: GrOppT 29.79 +.29 -2.5
Fidelity Advisor T: EqInT 27.78 +.27 -1.7
Scudder Funds S: GroIncS 21.44 +.19 -2.1
Putnam Funds A: GlbEqty p 8.28 +.07 -2.0
AIM Investments A: ChartA p 12.53 +.11 -2.2
AIM Investments A: WeingA p 12.77 +.12 -2.1
Merrill Lynch I: BalCapI ... ... NA
Scudder Funds S: Intl FdS 43.23 +.20 -2.3
Fidelity Advisor T: OvrseaT 17.26 +.14 -2.8
Lord Abbett A: DevGtA p 15.27 +.32 -4.0
Scudder Funds S: Income S 13.04 ... +.7
Merrill Lynch I: USGvtMtg ... ... NA
Scudder Funds S: Devel 19.33 +.25 -.8
Putnam Funds A: GlGvA p 13.10 +.02 -.7

Preventing ID theft

BY SUSAN FEYDER

Minneapolis-St. Paul
Star Tribune

Looking for a way to keep
April in Paris from sending
your budget south for the rest
of the year? That’s becoming
more of a concern among U.S.
travelers. The dollar fell more
than 7 percent against the euro
and pound last year and has
stayed weak against major cur-
rencies because of the growing
federal trade and budget defi-
cits.

For years, only the
well-heeled could deposit
money into bank accounts de-
nominated in foreign curren-
cies, whether to protect the
value of money set aside for
travel or simply for investment.

More recently, however, peo-
ple without six-figure bank bal-
ances have been able to get in
on the act via the Internet.

St. Louis-based Everbank is
one of the U.S. firms offering on-
line banking services that in-
clude foreign currency ac-
counts for relatively small de-
posits.

“We have a lot of travelers
who are interested in a hedge
against a falling dollar, but we
also get a lot of customers who
do this simply to diversify their
investment portfolios,” said
Frank Trotter, president.

Everbank, which has about
$3 billion in assets, has seen its
foreign-denominated deposits
grow by about 200 percent
since 2001, Trotter said.
“That’s mostly due to the poli-
cies of the Bush administration
and the increase of the deficit,”
he said.

Through its Web site,
www.everbank.com, the bank
offers savings accounts and

CDs in 25 foreign currencies,
Trotter said.

The deposit accounts require
a minimum balance of $2,500
and a balance of at least
$10,000 to begin earning inter-
est, while the CDs must be
$10,000 or more.

Offshore bank accounts also
are available through HSBC Fi-
nancial Corp. of Prospect
Heights, Ill. According to its
Web site — www.offshore.hsbc
.com — investors can open a
savings account in pounds or
euros with a minimum opening
balance of $5,000.

Everbank’s Trotter cau-
tioned that customers need to
remember that currencies
move in both directions, so just
as deposits denominated in
euros gained value last year
against the dollar, they could
suffer this year if the dollar re-
gains strength.

“People think of deposit ac-
counts and CDs as safe, but
they need to remember the
value of those can go down if
the dollar gains vs. the foreign
currency they’re in,” he said.

Foreign currency-based in-
vestments are most suitable for
medium- and long-term inves-
tors, who can ride out the peaks
and valleys of currency fluctua-
tions, in his view.

That might mean that people
looking to make quick use of
their euro deposit should just re-
sign themselves to a more ex-
pensive vacation than they first
bargained for, unless they are
willing to gamble on the
short-term movements of the
currency markets.

“If you’re going to Europe,
you should be able to afford it
regardless of currency vari-
ables,” Potter said.

“Otherwise, you shouldn’t be
going.”

Ask Jim

Jim Coates

YOUR MONEY

Weak dollar hurts
at all income levels

EXCHANGE RATES
Military rates

Euro costs ......................................... $1.3372
Dollar buys ...................................... €0.7478
British pound ...................................... $1.93
Japanese yen (Feb. 2) ...................... 101.00
South Korean won (Feb. 1) .......... 1,000.00

Commercial rates
Bahrain (Dinar) ................................. 0.37682
British pound ................................... $1.8829
Canada (Dollar) .................................. 1.2404
Denmark (Krone) ................................... 5.39
Egypt (Pound) ..................................... 5.8367
Euro ........................................ $1.3033/0.7673
Hong Kong (Dollar) ........................... 7.7994
Hungary (Forint) ............................... 188.27
Iceland (Krona) ................................. 61.955
Israel (Shekel) ................................... 4.3937
Japan (Yen) ....................................... 103.65
Kuwait (Dinar) ................................. 0.29203
Norway (Krone) ...................................... 5.98
Philippines (Peso) ............................... 55.07
Saudi Arabia (Riyal) .............................. 3.58
Singapore (Dollar) ............................. 1.6365
South Korea (Won) ....................... 1,025.50
Switzerland (Franc) .............................. 1.12
Thailand (Baht) ................................... 38.45
Turkey (New Lira) .............................. 1.3300

(Military exchange rates are those
available to customers at military bank-
ing facilities in the country of issuance
for Japan, South Korea, Germany, the
Netherlands and the United Kingdom.
For nonlocal currency exchange rates
(i.e., purchasing British pounds in Germa-
ny), check with your local military bank-
ing facility. Commercial rates are inter-
bank rates provided for reference when
buying currency. All figures are foreign
currencies to one dollar, except for the
British pound, which is represented in
dollars-to-pound, and the euro, which is
dollars-to-euro.)

PRECIOUS METALS
London close

Gold ................................................... $419.80
Silver ..................................................... $6.70

INTEREST RATES
Prime rate ............................................... 5.25
Discount rate ........................................ 3.25
Federal funds market rate ................. 2.50
3-month bill ............................................ 2.47
30-year bond .......................................... 4.59
Sources: The Associated Press, Bank of
America
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HL
Cold frnt. Warm frnt. Occluded fr.Trough Low HighStaty. front

KEY:
Sunny      Pt. Cldy. Mostly cldy. Cloudy         Showers      T-storms          Rain       Rain/snow       Snow

HI LO
Amsterdam 46 41
Bahrain 76 57
Beijing 36 17
Beirut 61 55
Bermuda 64 59
Caracas 87 71
Helsinki 28 24
Hong Kong 65 61
Lisbon 58 43

HI LO
Manila 85 74
Mexico City 70 44
Montreal 27 10
Riyadh 79 55
Rio de. Jan 87 76
Seoul  30 19
Sofia  28 17
Sydney 87 63
Tokyo 49 38

THE WORLD

HI LO
Cape Town 86 66
Dakar  78 65
Freetown 90 77
Kinshasa 87 73

HI LO
Mogadishu 89 77
Nairobi 84 60
Rabat   62 38
Tripoli 59 44

AFRICA

SUN & MOON

Abilene,Tex. 43 29 Cldy
Akron,Ohio 36 22 PCldy
Albany,N.Y. 35 14 Clr
Albuquerque 45 24 PCldy
Allentown,Pa. 40 15 Clr
Amarillo 44 27 Cldy
Anchorage 12 4 Clr
Asheville 38 29 Snow
Atlanta 41 34 Rain
Atlantic City 40 21 Clr
Austin 49 32 Cldy
Baltimore 43 22 Clr
Baton Rouge 53 41 Rain
Billings 61 36 Clr
Birmingham 44 38 Rain
Bismarck 49 24 PCldy
Boise 41 26 Cldy
Boston 38 28 Clr
Bridgeport 38 25 Clr
Brownsville 53 43 Cldy
Buffalo 32 18 Clr
Burlington,Vt. 33 15 Clr
Caribou,Maine 27 9 Clr
Casper 43 26 PCldy
Charleston,S.C. 50 45 Cldy
Charleston,W.Va. 47 33 PCldy
Charlotte,N.C. 44 33 Cldy
Chattanooga 45 38 Rain
Cheyenne 44 25 PCldy
Chicago 36 23 PCldy
Cincinnati 39 30 PCldy

Cleveland 35 19 PCldy
Colorado Springs 44 22 PCldy
Columbia,S.C. 46 34 Cldy
Columbus,Ga. 44 39 Rain
Columbus,Ohio 39 26 PCldy
Concord,N.H. 38 10 Clr
Corpus Christi 55 39 Cldy
Dallas-Ft Worth 44 33 Cldy
Dayton 37 24 PCldy
Daytona Beach 67 56 Rain
Denver 48 26 PCldy
Des Moines 41 26 Cldy
Detroit 32 20 Cldy
Duluth 35 25 Cldy
El Paso 48 27 PCldy
Elkins 45 21 PCldy
Erie 34 19 PCldy
Eugene 55 37 Cldy
Evansville 40 28 Snow
Fairbanks 20 -37 PCldy
Fargo 37 24 PCldy
Flagstaff 33 28 PCldy
Flint 32 19 Cldy
Fort Smith 41 31 Snow
Fort Wayne 32 19 PCldy
Fresno 62 39 Clr
Goodland 49 25 PCldy
Grand Junction 45 23 Clr
Grand Rapids 31 23 Cldy
Great Falls 61 40 Clr
Green Bay 35 29 Cldy
Greensboro,N.C. 45 30 PCldy

Harrisburg 43 18 Clr
Hartford Spgfld 38 22 Clr
Helena 51 26 PCldy
Houston 52 38 Cldy
Huntsville 42 38 Rain
Indianapolis 40 25 PCldy
Jackson,Miss. 46 37 Rain
Jacksonville 57 50 Rain
Kansas City 39 29 Cldy
Key West 76 67 PCldy
Knoxville 45 36 Cldy
Lake Charles 55 40 Cldy
Lansing 32 21 Cldy
Las Vegas 61 40 Clr
Lexington 42 31 PCldy
Lincoln 45 29 PCldy
Little Rock 40 32 Rain
Los Angeles 75 48 Clr
Louisville 42 32 PCldy
Lubbock 45 28 Cldy
Macon 44 38 Rain
Madison 37 26 Cldy
Medford 58 29 Clr
Memphis 44 36 Rain
Miami Beach 77 63 Cldy
Midland-Odessa 43 29 Cldy
Milwaukee 37 26 Cldy
Mpls-St Paul 40 30 Cldy
Mobile 59 41 Rain
Montgomery 46 42 Rain
Nashville 44 35 Rain
New Orleans 57 47 Rain

New York City 40 29 Clr
Newark 40 28 Clr
Norfolk,Va. 43 33 Clr
North Platte 53 20 PCldy
Oklahoma City 39 28 Cldy
Omaha 44 28 PCldy
Orlando 70 58 Rain
Paducah 42 29 Rain
Pendleton 51 31 PCldy
Peoria 36 24 PCldy
Philadelphia 41 25 Clr
Phoenix 65 46 Clr
Pittsburgh 44 22 PCldy
Pocatello 36 15 PCldy
Portland,Maine 34 16 Clr
Portland,Ore. 55 39 PCldy
Providence 40 27 Clr
Pueblo 50 18 PCldy
Raleigh-Durham 46 29 PCldy
Rapid City 59 30 PCldy
Reno 46 22 Clr
Richmond 46 30 Clr
Roanoke 45 28 PCldy
Rochester 33 18 Clr
Rockford 36 21 PCldy
Sacramento 60 38 Clr
St Louis 37 29 Cldy
St Thomas 82 73 Clr
Salem,Ore. 54 36 Cldy
Salt Lake City 41 25 PCldy
San Angelo 43 31 Cldy
San Antonio 50 35 Cldy

San Diego 72 50 Clr
San Francisco 63 45 Clr
San Jose 65 41 Clr
San Juan,P.R. 84 69 Clr
Santa Fe 40 17 PCldy
St Ste Marie 30 22 Snow
Savannah 50 46 Rain
Shreveport 44 38 Cldy
Sioux City 44 27 PCldy
Sioux Falls 44 26 PCldy
South Bend 31 20 PCldy
Spokane 45 31 PCldy
Springfield,Ill. 37 23 PCldy
Springfield,Mo. 36 23 Snow
Syracuse 36 17 Clr
Tallahassee 58 46 Rain
Tampa-St Ptrsbg 72 59 Rain
Toledo 34 14 PCldy
Topeka 41 30 PCldy
Tucson 63 38 Clr
Tulsa 39 27 Snow
Tupelo 44 36 Rain
Waco 45 34 Cldy
Washington,D.C. 45 27 Clr
W.Palm Beach 75 60 Cldy
Wichita 40 28 PCldy
Wichita Falls 39 30 Cldy
Wilkes-Barre 40 20 Clr
Wilmington,Del. 41 21 Clr
Yakima 54 31 PCldy

TODAY’S STATESIDE OUTLOOK THE UNITED STATES TODAY
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EUROPEAN FORECAST

Shown is today’s
weather. Tempera-
tures are today’s
highs and tonight’s
lows. Pressure sys-
tems and fronts are
for noon today.

Mildenhall/

•
POLAND

CZECH REP. SLOVAKIA
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FRANCE
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Moscow
24/14

St. Petersburg
19/11

Kiev
27/21

Bucharest
31/17

Warsaw
35/27

Oslo
42/30

Berlin
42/37

Frankfurt
40/36

Stuttgart
39/30

Prague
35/32

Budapest
35/24

Copenhagen
42/31

Reykjavik
43/36

Dublin
49/42

Ramstein
37/34

Vienna
35/32

Geneva
37/34

Brussels
43/39

Istanbul
43/37

Athens
52/32

Souda Bay
58/39

Sigonella
52/35

Naples
45/36

Rome
49/34

Belgrade
27/13

Sarajevo
27/21

Tirana
43/31

Pristina
25/16

Tuzla
30/23

Aviano
43/23

Pisa
48/32

Paris
47/40

Nice
54/36

Barcelona
57/38

Madrid
55/30

Morón
57/30

Rota
59/37

Lisbon
56/39

Izmir
57/37

London
51/45

Lakenheath
52/41

Stockholm
36/29

Benelux: Cloudy with rainshowers.
Highs in the mid to upper 40s.
Thursday lows in the upper 30s.

Britain, Ireland: Mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
upper 40s to lower 50s. Thursday
lows in the lower 40s.

Croatia and Bosnia: Cloudy with
snowshowers. Highs in the 20s.
Thursday lows in the  mid teens.

France: Partly cloudy to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s to
lower 50s. Thursday lows in the
upper 30s.

Northern Germany: Cloudy with rain
and snowshowers. Highs in the
lower 40s. Thursday lows in the
upper 30s.

Southern Germany: Cloudy with rain
and snowshowers. Highs in the
upper 30s. Thursday lows in the
upper 20s to lower 30s.

Hungary: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the mid-30s. Thursday lows
in the lower 20s.

Northern Italy: Partly to mostly
cloudy. Highs in the upper 40s.
Thursday lows in the lower 30s.

Southern Italy: Mostly cloudy. Highs
in the mid to upper 40s. Thursday
lows in the upper 30s.

Kosovo: Cloudy with snowshowers.
Highs in the mid-30s. Thursday lows
in the mid teens.

Norway: Mostly cloudy to cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
low to mid-40s. Thursday lows in the
30s.

Portugal, Spain: Sunny. Highs in the
mid to upper 50s. Thursday lows in
the 30s.

Turkey: Partly to mostly cloudy with
isolated rainshowers. Highs in the
mid-40 to mid-50s. Thursday lows in
the mid-30s to mid-40s, lower 30s
inland.

European forecast for 02 February 2005

Hi Lo Otlk

For current weather watches, warnings,
and 5-day forecasts go to the USAFE
Operational Weather Squadron home
page at:
https://ows.sembach.af.mil
http://ows.public.sembach.af.mil

Forecast by: USAFE
Operational Weather
Squadron, Sembach,
Germany.
Produced by:
A1C Kimberly Hardage

As of noon, Eastern U.S. time

Non Operational
Use Only
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Today Tomorrow
Sunrise (Baghdad) 6:58AMx 6:57AMx
Sunrise (Frankfurt) 7:58AMx 7:59AMx
Sunset (Baghdad) 5:36PMx 5:37PMx
Sunset (Frankfurt) 5:22PMx 5:24PMx
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60/55

Last qtr.x Full moon First qtr.x New moon
x

H

L

L

PAGE 20 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · Wednesday, February 2, 2005



Peanuts

B
e
tt

e
r 

o
r 

W
o
rs

e
R
e
d
 a

n
d
 R

o
ve

r
B

e
e
tl

e
 B

a
il
e
y

H
i 
a
n
d
 L

o
is

C
a
th

y
Z
it

s
Ju

m
p
 S

ta
rt

C
a
lv

in
 a

n
d
 H

o
b
b
e
s

This Groundhog Day, the moon in
its last quarter says, “Let’s try some-
thing new before the season is
over!” The innovative place-
ment of Mercury nods in
approval, and beautiful
Venus joins the effort by
stepping into Aquarius.
Now, there are four luminar-
ies in the altruistic, for-
ward-thinking sign and
hardly an excuse left to stay
stuck in the past.

TODAY’S BIRTHDAY
(February 2). It’s a year for
making wonderful improve-
ments! Home remodeling
and renovation are fea-
tured. Romance, your body and
even your wardrobe gets a boost in
the late spring as your whole attitude
lightens up. Investigate a career
move through June. There’s more
money to be made by working in a
different way or for a different compa-
ny.

ARIES (March 21-April 19).
You’re incredibly productive, making
the most of your time and resources.
Run your errands early, and get
ahead in life! It’s a fabulous time to
start a diet, get a haircut and get
your annual checkup. You’re on a
roll.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20).
Your passion, for a creative project
or another person, is charging
ahead at full throttle. Have fun, but
try to avoid clouding your judgment
with over-enthusiasm. This is a time
to keep your feet planted on terra
firma.

GEMINI (May 21-June 21).
You’ve been so busy lately that
you’ve hardly been at home! Plants
and pets could use some extra TLC.
While you’re at it, why not get your
place clean and presentable? An
unexpected guest arrives shortly.

CANCER (June 22-July 22).
Make an effort to reach out to a
sibling, cousin or close friend who
may be going through a difficult
time. Your nurturing spirit and killer
chicken soup are sure to brighten
anyone’s day.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22). Lions
love to make a dramatic entrance,
but before you whip out that credit
card to buy some stylin’ new

clothes, know that a bit of thrift is in
order. Avoid debt by dipping into
someone else’s wardrobe. Friends
love to share.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22).
Emotions run hot. Putting on your
game face and kicking down the

proverbial doors is one
way to deal. Another is to
do the exact opposite —
stay in, chill out, meditate.
Why not give your mom a
call?

LIBRA (Sept.
23-Oct. 23). Get a
better understanding of
your true strengths.
Knowing where your
power lies and how best
to use it will help you
make an important deci-

sion. Interview your own heart.
Intuition is your best ally.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 21).
While the scorpion is a solitary
creature that treasures his privacy,
romance can be found if you ven-
ture out of your comfort zone and
seek new alliances. Joining a yoga
or martial arts class satisfies your
body and soul.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-Dec.
21). Your day-to-day work routine is
probably more hectic than you’d like.
Make the drudgery more fun by
rewarding yourself at the end of
each task. Use your famous creativi-
ty. And remember: This too shall
pass.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19). No sooner have you accom-
plished one thing than you’re looking
for a new mountain to climb! Think
about going back to school to further
your career. Another good bet is
taking up a new sport.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb. 18).
Doctors and lawyers and accoun-
tants — oh my! You may need to
consult a professional in a matter
related to health or money. But don’t
worry — it’s all good. Expert advice
doesn’t come cheap, but peace of
mind is priceless.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20).
A long-term relationship or business
partnership could do with a breath of
fresh air. Sweep away your stale
routine by suggesting a weekend
retreat. The change of venue will
revive your sense of play and whim-
sy.

Creators Syndicate

Horoscope

Holiday Mathis
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Eugene Sheffer Crossword

Across

1 Lapidary’s supply

5 “Amazing Race”

episode

8 Certain agt.

12 Not orig.

13 Ostrich’s kin

14 Georgia city

15 Winner-to-be,

maybe

17 Belligerent deity

18 “Survivor” group

19 Learned one

21 Oodles

24 Gibson or Brooks

25 Patrick Dennis’

auntie

28 Peregrinate

30 Name-tags, for

short

33 Enos’ granny

34 Sound portion

35 Old French coin

36 Marry

37 Plumbum

38 Branch

39 Hole-making tool

41 Appear

43 Asian peninsula

46 Polynesian 

statuary

50 “B” — “boy”

51 Singer

54 Take five

55 Man-mouse link

56 Perry’s creator

57 Cisterns

58 Symbol of intrigue

59 Distort

Down
1 Talent

2 Eastern potentate

3 Skirt length

4 Not wobbly

5 Mainlander’s 

souvenir

6 Type squares

7 Courage

8 Solemn

9 Ethics proponent

10 Congregational cry

11 Bird house?

16 Writer Buscaglia

20 Bullets

22 Verifiable

23 Pops

25 Kitten’s call

26 Rd.

27 Olympics champ

29 Staffer

31 Female rabbit

32 Bottom line

34 Partner

38 “Candid Camera”

reactions

40 Desires

42 JFK info

43 Sportscaster Albert

44 Bewildered

45 Acknowledge

47 Michael’s dad

48 Wight, e.g.

49 Do a slow burn

52 Tramcar contents

53 Urban transport

Answer to Previous Puzzle
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Dear Annie: Any
time the subject of alco-
hol comes up, you are
quick to use the label
“alcoholic” and suggest
immediate help. I am a
41-year-old man, recent-
ly divorced. My wife
claimed my drinking was
a problem, but I dis-
agree. I am a responsible
drinker. I work hard, do
volunteer work and have
a peaceful, busy life. I
never drink and drive,
and have never been involved in
a confrontation while drinking.

There are times when I drink
every day for a week, and other
times when I will not drink at all
for a month or two.

I have no desire to change my
behavior, because I am not
aware of a single problem caused
by my drinking. Would you call
me an alcoholic and recommend
that I seek treatment?

— Curious in Tucson, Ariz.
Dear Tucson: Only you can

decide if you have a problem, but
we found the following question-
naire from A.A. most helpful: 1.
Have you ever decided to stop

drinking for a week or
so, but only lasted for a
couple of days? 2. Do
you wish people would
mind their own business
about your drinking and
stop telling you what to
do? 3. Have you ever
switched from one kind
of drink to another in
the hope that this would
keep you from getting
drunk? 4. Have you had
to have an eye-opener
upon awakening during

the past year? 5. Do you envy
people who can drink without
getting into trouble? 6. Have you
had problems connected with
drinking during the past year? 7.
Has your drinking caused trouble
at home? 8. Do you ever try to get
“extra” drinks at a party because
you do not get enough? 9. Do you
tell yourself you can stop drinking
anytime you want to, even though
you keep getting drunk when you
don’t mean to? 10. Have you
missed days of work or school
because of drinking? 11. Do you
have “blackouts”? 12. Have you
ever felt that your life would be
better if you did not drink? If you
answered YES four or more times,

you probably have an alcohol
problem and might want to check
out A.A. (alcoholics-anony-
mous.org).

Dear Annie: My husband and
I received a group e-mail invit-
ing us to a birthday party for an
acquaintance. The man’s wife
suggested that everyone bring a
card with $5-$20 inside, so the
birthday boy can buy a mountain
bike he desperately wants. Of
course, she said we shouldn’t feel
obligated.

We don’t know this couple
very well, and we already have
plans that weekend and will miss
the party. But isn’t this tacky?

— Anonymous
Dear Anonymous: Unless

asked, it is inappropriate to tell
people what they should give as
a gift, and extraordinarily tacky
to tell them how much to spend.
Good thing you had other plans.

Annie’s Mailbox is written by Kathy
Mitchell and Marcy Sugar, longtime
editors of the Ann Landers column.
Please e-mail your questions to
anniesmailbox@comcast.net, or write
to: Annie’s Mailbox, c/o Creators Syndi-
cate, 5777 W. Century Blvd., Suite 700,
Los Angeles, CA 90045.

Creators Syndicate

Dear Abby: Because your
column is like a huge community
billboard, I thought I’d ask you to
get this message out.

Please remind women that
when they schedule themselves
for a mammogram, they should
schedule their husbands for a
prostate exam and PSA
test.

There’s an abundance
of advertising about
breast exams, yearly
checkups and women’s
health centers, but little is
seen about the same thing
for men. Prostate cancer
is a serious problem if it’s
not detected before the
symptoms show up; by
then it’s already spread-
ing outside the prostate.
You know that men put
off medical visits more often than
women, so if you could get
women involved in our health we
might be around a lot longer.

As a prostate cancer survivor, I
know from personal experience
that early-stage prostate cancer
has no symptoms and, having
been cancer-free for the past six

years, I am living proof that early
prostate cancer can be cured.

— Alive and Kickin’
in Knoxville, Tenn.

Dear Alive and Kickin’: You
have written an important letter.
Many men, and women too, will
appreciate your timely reminder.

My mother was once
asked what she thought
was the most important
ingredient for a lasting
marriage. Her response:
“A husband who lasts.”
Ladies, if you want your
husband to last, im-
prove the odds by mak-
ing an appointment with
his doctor every year.

Dear Abby: I am a
19-year-old young man
who is writing you
from a jail cell. None of

my crimes were violent. They
mainly consisted of theft and
drugs. I’ve had a bad drug prob-
lem ever since my best friend
overdosed in my hotel room.

I did drugs before then, but not
as much as afterward.

One thing led to another, and
soon I found myself behind the

wheel of other people’s cars and
using other people’s credit cards.

I have been locked up for three
months now, and looking back, I
can’t believe the life I was living.
Is there still a chance I can turn
my life into a success when I’m
released? And what do you rec-
ommend I do to stay sober and
lead a happy life?

— Tough Luck in Chattanooga
Dear Tough Luck: You can still

achieve success, but it will be
harder.

Some positive steps to take:
Join a 12-step support group;
people with problems who have
emotional support accomplish
more than they can on their own.
Understand that you will have to
forgo relationships with people
who use drugs and steal. Com-
plete your education.

It won’t be easy, but if you do
all of the above, you’ll no longer
be the same person you are
today, and you will lead a happi-
er life with fewer problems.

Letters for this column — with your
name and phone number — should be
addressed to Dear Abby, P.O. Box 69440,
Los Angeles CA 90069. Readers can write
to Abby on the Internet at
http://www.uexpress.com/dearabby

Universal Press Syndicate

Annie’s Mailbox

Don’t overlook prostate checks

Checklist for alcoholic issues

Dear Abby

Wednesday, February 2, 2005 · STARS AND STRIPES · MIDEAST EDITION · PAGE 23



AFN TV & Radio
Wednesday

AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.--Pro basketball: Cleve-
land at Orlando (dld).

AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.--College basketball: Illi-
nois at Michigan St. (dld).

AFN-Sports, 4 p.m.--Winter X Games (dld).
AFN-Sports, 7 p.m.--Pro basketball: Phoe-

nix at Memphis (dld).

Thursday
AFN-Sports, 1 a.m.--College basketball: Cin-

cinnati at Louisville.
AFN-Atlantic, 1 a.m.--Pro basketball: Phoe-

nix at Minnesota.
AFN-Sports, 3 a.m.--College basketball:

Duke at Wake Forest.
AFN-Sports, 9 a.m.--Pro basketball: Hous-

ton at Philadelphia.
AFN-Sports, 1 p.m.--College basketball: Ar-

kansas at South Carolina (dld).
AFN-Sports, 6 p.m.--College basketball:

Duke at Wake Forest (dld).

All times are Central European Time; dld in-
dicates delayed broadcast. All listings are
subject to change. Visit www.myafn.net for
more information.

Pro football
NFL playoffs
Wild-card Playoffs

Saturday, Jan. 8
St. Louis 27, Seattle 20
N.Y. Jets 20, San Diego 17, OT

Sunday, Jan. 9
Indianapolis 49, Denver 24
Minnesota 31, Green Bay 17

Divisional Playoffs
Saturday, Jan. 15

Pittsburgh 20, N.Y. Jets 17, OT
Atlanta 47, St. Louis 17

Sunday, Jan. 16
Philadelphia 27, Minnesota 14
New England 20, Indianapolis 3

Conference Championships
Sunday, Jan. 23

Philadelphia 27, Atlanta 10
New England 41, Pittsburgh 27

Super Bowl
Sunday, Feb. 6

Jacksonville, Fla.
Philadelphia vs. New England

College basketball
AP Men’s Top 25

The top 25 teams in The Associated Press
men’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Jan. 30, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (72) 21-0 1,800 1
2. North Carolina 17-2 1,707 3
3. Kansas 16-1 1,603 6
4. Duke 16-1 1,514 2
5. Boston College 18-0 1,505 8
6. Kentucky 16-2 1,497 7
7. Wake Forest 17-3 1,337 5
8. Syracuse 20-2 1,318 4
9. Louisville 18-3 1,208 12

10. Oklahoma St. 15-3 1,062 9
11. Alabama 17-3 982 14
12. Michigan St. 14-3 916 15
13. Washington 17-3 910 10
14. Arizona 17-4 815 11
14. Oklahoma 16-3 815 13
16. Pittsburgh 14-3 738 20
17. Gonzaga 15-4 569 17
18. Cincinnati 17-3 558 21
19. Wisconsin 14-4 496 18
20. Texas 15-5 396 16
21. Utah 17-3 305 25
22. Maryland 13-5 259 —
23. Connecticut 12-5 256 19
24. Villanova 12-4 228 —
25. Georgia Tech 12-6 213 22

Others receiving votes: Iowa 113, Wichita
St. 85, Pacific 52, Mississippi St. 46, Florida
19, Notre Dame 17, Vermont 17, Charlotte 16,
St. Mary's, Cal. 9, Marquette 4, Stanford 4,
Texas Tech 4, Old Dominion 3, Texas A&M 2,
Holy Cross 1, UTEP 1.

USA Today/ESPN Top 25 poll
The top 25 teams in the USA Today-ESPN

men’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Jan. 30, points based on 25 points
for a first-place vote, through one point for a
25th-place vote and previous ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. Illinois (31) 21-0 775 1
2. North Carolina 17-2 728 3
3. Kansas 16-1 686 7
4. Kentucky 16-2 660 6
5. Boston College 18-0 643 8
6. Duke 16-1 624 2
7. Wake Forest 17-3 580 5
8. Syracuse 20-2 575 4
9. Louisville 18-3 524 12
10. Michigan State 14-3 468 t13
11. Oklahoma State 15-3 463 9
12. Washington 17-3 410 10
13. Arizona 17-4 374 11
14. Alabama 17-3 371 17
15. Pittsburgh 14-3 341 18
16. Oklahoma 16-3 310 15
17. Cincinnati 17-3 280 20
18. Texas 15-5 253 t13
19. Wisconsin 14-4 223 19
20. Connecticut 12-5 166 16
21. Gonzaga 15-4 141 23
22. Utah 17-3 111 25
23. Georgia Tech 12-6 98 21
24. Maryland 13-5 62 NR
25. Villanova 12-4 36 NR

Others receiving votes: Wichita State 34;
Pacific 32; Iowa 30; Mississippi State 18;
Saint Mary's 15; Texas Tech 9; Notre Dame 7;
Florida 5; UAB 3; Arizona State 3; Old Domin-
ion 3; Vanderbilt 3; Charlotte 2; New Mexico
2; Stanford 2; Air Force 1; DePaul 1; LSU 1;
Vermont 1; West Virginia 1.

AP Men’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s games

No. 1 Illinois at No. 12 Michigan State
No. 5 Boston College vs. West Virginia
No. 22 Maryland at Clemson

Wednesday’s games
No. 4 Duke at No. 7 Wake Forest
No. 9 Louisville vs. No. 18 Cincinnati
No. 10 Oklahoma State vs. Kansas State
No. 14 Oklahoma vs. Texas A&M
No. 19 Wisconsin vs. Northwestern
No. 23 Connecticut vs. No. 24 Villanova at

the Hartford Civic Center
No. 25 Georgia Tech vs. Florida State

Thursday’s games
No. 2 North Carolina vs. N.C. State
No. 13 Washington vs. Southern California
No. 14 Arizona vs. California
No. 17 Gonzaga vs. St. Mary’s, Cal.

Friday’s games
No games scheduled

Saturday’s games
No. 3 Kansas at Nebraska
No. 4 Duke vs. No. 25 Georgia Tech
No. 5 Boston College at Seton Hall
No. 6 Kentucky at Vanderbilt
No. 7 Wake Forest at Virginia Tech
No. 8 Syracuse vs. Notre Dame
No. 9 Louisville at Alabama-Birmingham
No. 10 Oklahoma State at Baylor
No. 11 Alabama at Florida
No. 12 Michigan State at Iowa
No. 13 Washington vs. UCLA
No. 14 Arizona vs. Stanford
No. 14 Oklahoma vs. Texas Tech
No. 16 Pittsburgh at West Virginia
No. 17 Gonzaga vs. Santa Clara
No. 18 Cincinnati at Charlotte
No. 19 Wisconsin at Minnesota
No. 20 Texas vs. Iowa State
No. 21 Utah at San Diego State
No. 22 Maryland at Miami
No. 23 Connecticut vs. St. John’s
No. 24 Villanova vs. Providence

Sunday’s games
No. 1 Illinois vs. Indiana
No. 2 North Carolina at Florida State

Monday’s men’s scores
EAST

Alderson-Broaddus 101, Concord 84
Alvernia 75, Neumann 73
American International 79, Assumption 69
Fairleigh Dickinson 85, Long Island U. 65
Gannon 85, Penn St.-McKeesport 55
Gwynedd-Mercy 88, Marywood 85
Hofstra 72, William & Mary 51
Indiana, Pa. 82, Pitt.-Johnstown 72
Kings, Pa. 85, Drew 63
Limestone 76, St. Andrew’s 65
Lycoming 91, FDU-Florham 82
Misericordia 64, Eastern 53
Mount St. Vincent 91, Maritime 79
N.C.-Wilmington 61, Towson 57
N.Y. Tech 87, Mount St. Mary, N.Y. 79
Pittsburgh 86, Providence 66
Sacred Heart 44, Monmouth, N.J. 41
Salem International 67, Fairmont St. 49
Scranton 73, DeSales 57
St. Joseph’s, L.I. 70, Hunter 55
St. Joseph’s, NY 84, Brooklyn 67
St. Peter’s 71, Marist 57
W. Virginia St. 77, Shepherd 76
WVU Tech 92, Glenville St. 83
Wagner 87, Quinnipiac 57
West Liberty 93, Wheeling Jesuit 73
Wilkes 74, Centenary, N.J. 69
Yeshiva 64, Manhattanville 58

SOUTH
Ala.-Huntsville 69, Oakland City 61
Anderson, S.C. 74, Coker 68
Appalachian St. 89, Longwood 59
Belmont 103, Florida Atlantic 100, OT
Birmingham-Southern 64, Radford 62
Bridgewater, Va. 64, Lynchburg 58
Clayton St. 61, S.C.-Aiken 58
Coastal Carolina 70, N.C.-Asheville 54
Coppin St. 54, Norfolk St. 39
Davidson 67, Chattanooga 53
Delaware St. at Bethune-Cookman, ppd.
Delta St. 66, Henderson St. 63
Eckerd 70, Barry 66
Elon 54, UNC-Greensboro 50
Florida A&M 77, Howard 74
Florida College 84, Webber 82
Florida Southern 70, Nova Southeastern 56
Furman 73, W. Carolina 66
Ga. Southwestern 79, Berry 78
George Mason 82, Delaware 68
Georgia Southern 92, Savannah St. 64
Grambling St. 75, MVSU 67
Guilford 91, Randolph-Macon 89, OT
Hampden-Sydney 80, E. Mennonite 65
Hampton 82, Morgan St. 62
Jackson St. 91, Ark.-Pine Bluff 88, OT
Jacksonville 69, Gardner-Webb 58
Jacksonville St. 73, Reinhardt 62
Mercer 105, Troy 101
Mobile 91, Spring Hill 66
North Alabama 90, Florida Gulf Coast 83
Old Dominion 86, Drexel 72
Palm Beach Atlantic 88, Florida Memorial 80
S. Carolina St. 67, Md.-Eastern Shore 36
St. Leo 76, Tampa 74
Stetson 70, Campbell 51
Trevecca Nazarene 91, Lambuth 57
UCF 67, Lipscomb 58
Va. Commonwealth 70, James Madison 43
West Alabama 106, Concordia-Selma 94
Winthrop 69, VMI 44
Wofford 73, The Citadel 63

SOUTHWEST
Alabama A&M 67, Prairie View 50
Alabama St. 66, Texas Southern 58
Arkansas Tech 64, Ark.-Monticello 55
Houston Baptist 118, Paul Quinn 90
McMurry 74, Hardin-Simmons 71, OT
Ouachita 78, S. Arkansas 70
Texas A&M International 77, Bacone 72
Texas-Pan Amer. 83, Ind.-Pur.-Ft. Wayne 74

FAR WEST
Air Force 64, UNLV 48
N.M. Highlands 90, Johnson & Wales, Colo. 82
New Mexico 88, San Diego St. 71
Oral Roberts 72, S. Utah 66
Pacific 70, UC Davis 64
Utah 72, BYU 58

AP Women’s Top 25
The top 25 teams in The Associated Press

women’s college basketball poll, with
first-place votes in parentheses, records
through Jan. 30, total points based on 25
points for a first-place vote through one
point for a 25th-place vote and last week’s
ranking:
 Record Pts Pvs
1. LSU (43) 19-1 1,123 2
2. Ohio St. (1) 21-2 1,052 3
3. Duke (1) 20-2 1,008 1
4. Stanford 19-2 994 4
5. Tennessee 15-3 940 5
6. Notre Dame 18-3 894 6
7. Rutgers 15-4 817 8
8. Baylor 15-3 815 7
9. North Carolina 17-3 750 12

10. Michigan St. 18-3 738 11
11. Connecticut 13-5 655 9
12. Texas Tech 16-3 623 13
13. Texas 12-6 536 15
14. Minnesota 16-4 531 10
15. Kansas St. 16-3 503 16
16. Boston College 15-3 431 14
17. DePaul 17-3 405 17
18. Georgia 16-5 346 19
19. Iowa St. 16-2 319 18
20. Maryland 14-5 206 20
21. Vanderbilt 15-5 185 23
22. Temple 17-3 176 24
23. Penn St. 13-7 168 22
24. Florida St. 18-3 144 21
25. N.C. State 15-5 83 25

Others receiving votes: Wis.-Green Bay 51,
Iowa 34, New Mexico 26, Virginia Tech 10,
Louisville 9, UCLA 9, Gonzaga 8, Purdue 7,
Charlotte 6, Arizona 4, Richmond 3, Louisi-
ana Tech 2, Mississippi 2, Virginia 2.

AP Women’s Top 25 schedule
Tuesday’s games

No games scheduled
Wednesday’s games

No. 6 Notre Dame vs. No. 16 Boston College
No. 8 Baylor vs. No. 15 Kansas State
No. 13 Texas vs. Texas A&M
No. 19 Iowa State vs. Colorado

Thursday’s games
No. 1 LSU at Mississippi
No. 3 Duke at Miami
No. 4 Stanford vs. Arizona
No. 5 Tennessee at Florida
No. 7 Rutgers at No. 11 Connecticut
No. 10 Michigan State vs. Northwestern
No. 14 Minnesota vs. Iowa
No. 18 Georgia at Alabama
No. 20 Maryland vs. Georgia Tech
No. 21 Vanderbilt at Mississippi State
No. 23 Penn State at Michigan
No. 24 Florida State at Lipscomb
No. 25 North Carolina State vs. Virginia

Friday’s games
No. 9 North Carolina vs. Clemson

Saturday’s games
No. 4 Stanford vs. Arizona State
No. 6 Notre Dame at Pittsburgh
No. 8 Baylor at No. 12 Texas Tech
No. 11 Connecticut at Providence
No. 13 Texas at No. 19 Iowa State
No. 15 Kansas State vs. Oklahoma State
No. 16 Boston College vs. St. John’s
No. 17 DePaul at Louisville

Sunday’s games
No. 1 LSU at Mississipi State
No. 2 Ohio State vs. Indiana
No. 3 Duke vs. No. 24 Florida State
No. 5 Tennessee vs. Mississippi
No. 7 Rutgers vs. Syracuse
No. 10 Michigan State vs. Illinois
No. 14 Minnesota at Michigan
No. 18 Georgia vs. Kentucky
No. 20 Maryland at Clemson
No. 22 Temple at Duquesne
No. 23 Penn State at Purdue

Monday’s Games
No. 9 North Carolina at Virginia
No. 17 DePaul at Cincinnati

Monday’s women’s scores
EAST

Alvernia 89, Neumann 53
American International 51, Assumption 39
Baruch 74, Medgar Evers 28
Charleston, W.Va. 80, W. Va. Wesleyan 60
Chestnut Hill 62, Immaculata 56
College of N.J. 66, Marymount, Va. 59
Concord 80, Alderson-Broaddus 69, OT
Davis & Elkins 74, Pitt.-Johnstown 70
DeSales 77, Messiah 50
Fairmont St. 83, Salem International 50
Glenville St. 70, WVU Tech 55
Gwynedd Mercy 75, Marywood 60

Kings, Pa. 58, Drew 51
Montclair St. 78, Rowan 64
Norwich 82, S. Vermont 22
Ramapo 66, Kings Point 52
Shepherd 84, W. Virginia St. 76, OT
Simmons 82, Rivier 53
Staten Island 63, William Paterson 54
W. New England 79, Albertus Magnus 66
Wheeling Jesuit 55, West Liberty 53

SOUTH
Anderson, S.C. 92, Coker 66
Barry 76, Eckerd 58
Berry 71, Ga. Southwestern 49
Chattanooga 82, Georgia Southern 46
Coll. of Charleston 51, ETSU 48
Delaware St. at Bethune-Cookman, ppd.
Fla. Gulf Coast 66, North Alabama 52
Florida A&M 68, Howard 61
Florida Southern 68, Nova Southeastern 59
Grambling St. 66, MVSU 57
Hampton 77, Morgan St. 57
Henderson St. 68, Delta St. 61
Jackson St. 76, Ark.-Pine Bluff 45
Lambuth 72, Brescia 51
Md.-Eastern Shore 63, S. Carolina St. 53
Miami 83, Clemson 69
Mobile 87, Spring Hill 71
Norfolk St. 65, Coppin St. 57
Oakland City 65, Ala.-Huntsville 58
Oral Roberts 87, Centenary 48
Tampa 57, St. Leo 56
Tennessee 77, Georgia 70
Virginia 77, Florida St. 62
Virginia Tech 74, Wake Forest 64
West Alabama 89, Concordia-Selma 28

MIDWEST
Adrian 66, Rochester 52
Carleton 75, Augsburg 49
Evangel 63, Coll. of the Ozarks 49
Gustavus 57, St. Thomas, Minn. 48
Hamline 75, St. Catherine 70
Ind.-Pur.-Indpls. 53, UMKC 48
Mac Murray 85, St. Louis Pharmacy 40
Mid-Am Nazarene 69, Culver-Stockton 57
Oakland, Mich. 58, Valparaiso 56
St. Benedict 77, Bethel, Minn. 51
Wis.-Green Bay 70, Butler 52

SOUTHWEST
Alabama A&M 58, Prairie View 52
Ark.-Monticello 63, Arkansas Tech 61
Cent. Arkansas 68, Christian Brothers 54
Houston Baptist 86, Paul Quinn 35
Ouachita 71, S. Arkansas 65
Texas A&M International 95, Bacone 62
Texas Southern 53, Alabama St. 50

FAR WEST
CS Northridge 65, UC Davis 54
W. Illinois 67, S. Utah 49

Tennis
Toray Pan Pacific Open

Tuesday
At Metropolitan Gymnasium

Tokyo
Purse: $1.3 million (Tier I)

Surface: Carpet-Indoor
Singles

First Round
Saori Obata, Japan, def. Miho Saeki, Japan,

6-0, 6-1.
Iveta Benesova, Czech Republic, def. Jele-

na Jankovic (7), Serbia-Montenegro, 1-6, 6-3,
6-1.

Maria Kirilenko, Russia, def. Peng Shuai,
China, 6-3, 6-2.

Marie-Gayanay Mikaelian, Switzerland,
def. Nicole Pratt, Australia, 6-4, 6-3.

Roberta Vinci, Italy, def. Ai Sugiyama (5),
Japan, 2-6, 6-3, 6-2.

Shinobu Asagoe, Japan, def. Yuka Yoshida,
Japan, 6-2, 6-1.

Maria Vento-Kabchi, Venezuela, def. Lilia
Osterloh, United States, 6-3, 6-1.

Daniela Hantuchova (8), Slovakia, def.
Alina Jidkova, Russia, 6-1, 6-4.

Elena Likhovtseva (6), Russia, def. Arantxa
Parra Santonja, Spain, 6-0, 6-0.

Doubles
First Round

Tina Krizan, Slovenia, and Roberta Vinci,
Italy, def. Akiko Morigami and Miho Saeki,
Japan, 6-2, 7-5.

Els Callens, Belgium, and Lisa McShea, Aus-
tralia, vs. Jill Craybas and Meilen Tu, United
States, 6-0, 2-6, 7-5.

Golf
2005 Presidents Cup points

Through Jan. 30
United States

1. Tiger Woods 7,793,472
2. Phil Mickelson 6,012,935
3. Stewart Cink 5,319,047
4. Todd Hamilton 3,227,885
5. Justin Leonard 3,223,023
6. Davis Love III 3,197,668
7. Jonathan Kaye 2,992,172
8. Chris DiMarco 2,990,736
9. Jerry Kelly 2,980,222
10. Charles Howell III 2,977,085
11. David Toms 2,928,631
12. Zach Johnson 2,669,551
13. Steve Flesch 2,617,003
14. John Daly 2,571,707
15. Chad Campbell 2,465,091

International
1. Vijay Singh Fij 12.70
2. Ernie Els SAf 11.00
3. Retief Goosen SAf 7.05
4. Mike Weir Can 4.86
5. Stuart Appleby Aus 4.61
6. Adam Scott Aus 4.28
7. Stephen Ames T&T 3.30
8. Shigeki Maruyama Jpn 3.17
9. Choi Kyung-Ju Kor 2.98
10. Angel Cabrera Arg 2.78
11. Peter Lonard Aus 2.76
12. Rory Sabbatini SAf 2.69
13. Tim Clark SAf 2.65
14. Robert Allenby Aus 2.54
15. Mark Hensby Aus 2.37

2006 Ryder Cup points
United States

Through Jan. 30
1. Tiger Woods 252.500
2. Stewart Cink 200.000
3. Tom Lehman 161.250
4. Ryan Palmer 120.000
5. Fred Funk 110.000
6. Woody Austin 90.000
7. Joe Ogilvie 89.250
7. David Toms 89.166
8. Vaughn Taylor 88.333
9. Hunter Mahan 87.500
10. Charles Howell III 85.500
11. Bart Bryant 78.750
11. Justin Leonard 76.250
12. Brent Geiberger 75.000
13. Zach Johnson 72.500

Military boxing
Baumholder bouts

(Saturday; RSC-referee stopped contest)
Team scoring—Baumholder 29, Fried-

berg-Giessen 24, Kaiserslautern-Landstuhl
9, Ramstein 6, Wuerzburg-Illesheim 4.

Novice
Featherweight—Robert Coleman

(Fdbg-Gies) by RSC over David Boyer
(Fdbg-Gies) 1:40, 2nd round.

Middleweight—Charles Jacquier (Baum)
by RSC over Brett Butterfield (Baum), 1:10,
4th round.

Light heavyweight—Dylon Maycrink (Bau)
dec. Ian Jackson (Wzbg-Ill) 2-1.

Open
Middleweight—Michael O'Neill (Rams)

dec. Domingo Sarmiento (Kais-Land), 3-0
Light heavyweight—Alector Tavares

(Fdbg-Gies) dec. Alein Lopez (Wzbg-Ill) 3-0.
Noteworthy—The next boxing event is

scheduled at Hanau's Fliegerhorst Kaserne,
Feb 12.

Winter X Games
Monday

Aspen, Colo.
Men

Snowboard Superpipe
1, Antti Autti, Finland, 93.00 points. 2, Andy

Finch, Fresno, Calif., 92.00. 3, Danny Kass,
Mammoth Lakes, Calif., 90.33. 4, Shaun
White, Carlsbad, Calif., 90.00. 5, Luke Wynen,
Mammoth Lakes, Calif., 87.66. 6, Tommy Cze-
schin, Crowley Lake, Calif., 85.33. 7, Mason
Aguirre, Duluth, Minn., 79.33. 8, Mike Gold-
schmidt, Stratton, Vt., 75.00. 9, J.J. Thomas,
Golden, Colo., 74.00. 10, Travis Rice, Jackson,
Wyo., 70.33.

Deals
Monday’s transactions

BASEBALL
American League

DETROIT TIGERS—Agreed to terms with
RHP Roberto Novoa, RHP Fernando Rodney,
RHP Mark Woodyard, 2B Ryan Raburn, OF
Byron Gettis and OF Curtis Granderson on
one-year contracts.

SEATTLE MARINERS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jeff Nelson on a minor league con-
tract.

TAMPA BAY DEVIL RAYS—Agreed to terms
with RHP Jason Hammel, RHP Angel Garcia
and RHP Carlos Hines on one-year con-
tracts.

National League
NEW YORK METS—Agreed to terms with

LHP Scott Stewart, RHP Eric Junge and INF
Jed Hansen on minor league contracts.

ST. LOUIS CARDINALS—Named Ron Warn-
er manager and Derrick May hitting coach of
Palm Beach of the FSL. Named Keith Mitchell
hitting coach of Quad Cities of the Midwest
League.

BASKETBALL
National Basketball Association

ATLANTA HAWKS—Signed C Obinna Ekezie
for the remainder of the season.

NEW JERSEY NETS—Signed G Billy Thomas
to a second 10-day contract.

SEATTLE SUPERSONICS—Waived G-F Ibra-
him Kutluay. Activated G Mateen Cleaves
from the injured list.

FOOTBALL
National Football League

BUFFALO BILLS—Announced the resigna-
tion of Rusty Jones, director of physical de-
velopment.

DENVER BRONCOS—Named Tim Brewster
tight ends coach.

SAN FRANCISCO 49ERS—Named Jim Hos-
tler quarterbacks coach.

TENNESSEE TITANS—Named Ray Sherman
wide receivers coach.

SOCCER
Major League Soccer

COLUMBUS CREW—Announced the retire-
ment of MF Brian Maisonneuve to become
an assistant coach with the U.S. under-17 na-
tional team.

COLLEGE
INDIANA—Named Bill Lynch assistant

head football coach.
MONMOUTH—Announced the resignation

of Jackie Devane, women’s basketball
coach. Named Michele Baxter interim wom-
en’s basketball coach.

OREGON—Named Tara Erickson women’s
soccer coach.

ST. JOSEPH’S, L.I.—Fired Dennis Case, wom-
en’s basketball coach. Named Don Lizak in-
terim women’s basketball coach.

WASHINGTON STATE—Signed Bill Doba,
football coach, to a contract extension
through the 2009 season.

TANK MCNAMARA

SCOREBOARD
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LAWRENCE, Kan. — There
might not be many Missouri fans
who think the school made the
right decision six years ago when
it hired Quin Snyder over Bill
Self.

By all accounts, Self — then
head coach at Tulsa — was the
No. 2 choice when the Tigers
chose Snyder, a former Duke
point guard who’d never been in
charge of a program.

After No. 3 Kansas’
come-from-behind 73-61 victory

over Missouri
on Monday
night, Snyder
fell to 3-10
against the Jay-
hawks — and

0-7 against Self.
Snyder refused to discuss the

growing criticism he is drawing
from fans who are impatient with
a team that has never finished
higher than fifth in the Big 12
since he arrived.

“For me to be concerned about
myself is not the answer,” Snyder
said. “Ultimately, I am account-
able. But I have to focus on the
team.”

After quickly falling behind by
10 points against the heavily fa-
vored Jayhawks (17-1, 7-0 Big
12), the Tigers closed the first
half on a 20-4 spree and seized a
stunning 36-28 lead.

But Kansas rallied behind
Aaron Miles’ 14 points and 10 as-
sists, all but one in the second
half.

“We played so bad in the first
half, it was miserable,” said Self,
who’s 41-10 in less than two sea-
sons at Kansas. “We made some
serious mistakes and had about
10 turnovers. At halftime, it was
like we just flipped a switch.”

Two picture-perfect one-hand-
ed lobs by Miles set up easy buck-
ets by Christian Moody and J.R.
Giddens, keying a 7-1 run that
seemed to deflate Missouri
(10-11, 2-6) in the second half.

“I was sitting on the bench, but
I was yelling my lungs out,” said
Wayne Simien, who had 22 points
and eight rebounds. “That was
huge.”

Kansas shot just 36 percent in
the first half but hit 70 percent in
the first 15 minutes, 30 seconds of
the second half while handing the
reeling Tigers their seventh loss

in eight games.
“That was big for us,” Miles

said. “That was a big run for us be-
cause it got the crowd back in-
volved. And it juiced us up.”

Giddens had 15 points and
Keith Langford 11 for Kansas.

Jason Conley had a season-high
20 points for Missouri, and Linas
Kleiza had 11 before fouling out
and then adding a technical foul
for arguing.

“We are the type of team that
has to play a certain way,” Moody
said. “And it is almost better play-
ing when we are down. It’s almost
like we were scared, and I think
we really stepped it up. I wasn’t
scared about how things would
come out because I knew our se-
niors would come through for us.”

An unexpected zone defense
helped stop Missouri’s momen-
tum and allowed the Jayhawks to
get their transition game going.
The Jayhawks scored four points
in the last 6:48 before halftime
while Missouri went on a 20-4
run.

No. 16 Pittsburgh 86, Provi-
dence 66: At Pittsburgh, Chris

Taft scored a career-high 25
points and Carl Krauser adeptly
ran the Panthers’ fast-breaking of-
fense while playing one of his
best defensive games of the sea-
son.

Krauser had 19 points, nine as-
sists and two steals and helped
shut out Dwight Brewington for
nearly 32 minutes to help the Pan-
thers (15-3, 5-2 Big East) win
their fifth in six games. Brewing-
ton finished with eight points.

Ryan Gomes scored 24, but the
Friars (9-11, 0-7) lost their sev-
enth in a row and 10th straight in
the Big East dating to last season.

No. 21 Utah 72, BYU 58: At
Provo, Utah, Andrew Bogut had
20 points and tied his career high
with five blocks to lead Utah to its
13th straight win.

Bryant Markson and Tim Dris-
dom each scored 11 points and
Marc Jackson had 10 points for
Utah (18-3, 6-0 Mountain West),
which shot 61.9 percent from the
field in the second half.

Austin Ainge led BYU (7-14,
1-5) with 15 points.

AP

Kansas guard Keith Langford drives past Missouri’s Linas Kleiza during

the first half. The Jayhawks rallied in the second half to win 73-61.

The Associated Press

AIR FORCE ACADEMY, Colo.
— Antoine Hood scored 15 points
and shot 4-for-4 from the
three-point line Monday night to
lead Air Force to a 64-48 victory
over UNLV.

The win extended Air Force’s
home winning streak to 24 games,
the second longest in the nation.

Air Force (14-7, 5-1 Mountain
West Conference) won it in the
first half with superior

three-point shooting and the na-
tion’s No. 1 scoring defense. Air
Force made 10 of its first 15 field
goal attempts, including eight of
its first 12 three-point attempts to
take a 42-24 lead into the break.

Nick Welch and Jacob Burtschi
added nine points each for the Fal-
cons.

The Rebels’ Odartey Blankson
hit a jumper to pull UNLV to
18-15 with 11:39 left in the first
half, but UNLV’s next field goal
didn’t come until Joel Anthony hit
a three-pointer at the buzzer.

Romel Beck led UNLV with 14
points, while Odartey Blankson
added 11 points.

Air Force outrebounded the
Rebels 26-24, despite UNLV (9-9,
2-4) entering the game ranked
second in the Mountain West Con-
ference in offensive rebounds
while the Falcons were seventh.
Air Force finished with a 10-7 ad-
vantage on the offensive glass.

In the second half, the Falcons
substituted liberally and 15 Air
Force players saw action.

Air Force extends home streak to 24

BY IRA PODELL

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The NHL and
the players’ association are now
disputing whether they have
anything to talk about.

The sides have had just limit-
ed contact by phone since Thurs-
day, when the league presented
more salary-cap concepts in an
effort to reach a new collective
bargaining agreement. But even
that talking
stopped Mon-
day, leaving
even less opti-
mism that the
hockey season
could be saved.

Bill Daly, the
NHL’s chief
legal officer, ex-
pected to hear
from the play-
ers’ association
on Monday, but
that call never
came.

“I’m some-
what surprised
that I haven’t
heard from the
players’ associa-
tion today,” Daly
told The Canadi-
an Press on Mon-
day. “We broke
up on Thursday
and both agreed
to keep the lines
of communication open.

“I’m expecting that at some
point we’ll hear back from them
with respect to some of the con-
cepts that we discussed on
Thursday night.”

Ted Saskin, the NHLPA’s se-
nior director, said Daly
shouldn’t have expected a re-
sponse from the union regard-
ing the new concepts because
they still reflect the salary-cap
position of the league.

That is an option the union
vows it will never accept.

“Bill knows that the concepts
they discussed with us on Thurs-
day would not form the basis for
an agreement, so he should not
be surprised that he hasn’t
heard from us,” Saskin said.
“We were very clear on Thurs-
day that we would not be negoti-
ating over his proposed con-
cepts.”

The NHL is committed to
achieving cost certainty that
would provide a link between
league revenues and player
costs. The players’ association
has refused to accept that as a so-
lution to end the lockout that
reached 138 days on Monday
and has forced the cancellation
of 747 of the 1,230 regular-sea-
son games and this year’s
All-Star Game.

The entire season might be
the next thing to go.

After four meetings in three
cities the past two weeks, the
sides haven’t been able to figure
out when to get together again

or what to discuss.
“They raised issues on Thurs-

day which indicated that they
continued to have problems
with the approach that we were
presenting,” Daly said. “It cer-
tainly gave me no cause of opti-
mism. And the fact that we’ve
gone another four days without
hearing from them also doesn’t
give me cause for optimism.”

The last meeting, on Thurs-
day in New York, featured dis-

cussions be-
tween Daly,
New Jersey Dev-
ils President
and General
Manager Lou
Lamoriello,
board of gover-
nors chairman
Harley Hotch-
kiss and outside
counsel Bob Bat-
terman on the
league side; and
Saskin, Vancou-
ver Canucks cen-
ter Trevor Lin-
den, and outside
counsel John
McCambridge,
representing the
players’ associa-
tion.

Linden, the
NHLPA presi-
dent, initiated
the small-
er-meeting con-

cept a week earlier as a way to
hold discussions without NHL
Commissioner Gary Bettman
and union chief Bob Goodenow.
The respective leaders were
viewed in some circles as being
a hindrance to a potential solu-
tion.

But the philosophical differ-
ences that existed between the
league and the players on Sept.
16 — the first day of the lockout
— are still there 4½ months
later.

Both sides have acknowl-
edged that time is running out
on the season, even if the NHL
hasn’t announced a drop-dead
date.

“It’s not about the calendar in
terms of doing a deal,” Daly
said. “We’re going to have to
keep negotiating regardless of
whether we can play hockey
this season.

“Having said that, it is true
that tomorrow is Feb. 1 and
each hour that goes by makes it
more unlikely that there’s going
to be hockey this season.”

Daly didn’t promise that the
league would officially cancel
the season, instead of letting it
quietly run out, but he did ex-
pect that an announcement
would come at an appropriate
time if it is lost completely.

There are no signs that either
side will soften its stance any-
time soon, and certainly not in
time to prevent the NHL from
becoming the first major North
American sports league to lose a
full season to a labor dispute.

NHL players insist
owners’ proposal is
nothing to talk about

Kansas’ second-half rally
keeps Missouri reeling

Bill [NHL chief

legal officer

Daly] knows that

the concepts they

discussed with

us on Thursday

would not form

the basis for an

agreement, so he

should not be

surprised that he

hasn’t heard

from us.

Ted Saskin

NHLPA’s senior director
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The Associated Press

BOSTON — Jared Dudley’s
friends in California can’t escape
the buzz about Boston College.
They hear it on sports shows and
see it as scores crawl by on the
bottom of their television screens.

“People are paying attention to
you everywhere. ‘When are you
going to lose?’ ” said Dudley, BC’s
second-leading scorer. “If we
keep playing the way we’re play-
ing, we might not.”

The publicity for a team stuck
in a corner of the country where
pro sports dominate may be as
surprising as the Eagles’ perfec-
tion.

At 18-0, they’re one of two unde-
feated Division I teams and
reached No. 5 in The Associated
Poll on Monday, their highest
spot in school history.

And they’re in truly elite com-
pany.

Top-ranked Illinois is 21-0 and
followed by North Carolina, Kan-
sas and Duke. Then comes BC,
which hasn’t made it out of the
second round of the NCAA tourna-
ment since 1994 and was just 6-21
in 1998-99 after a dispute with the
admissions office led to top re-
cruits going elsewhere.

The roll call of powerhouses re-
sumes in the next three spots
with Kentucky, Wake Forest and
2003 champion Syracuse.

Coach Al Skinner said the rank-
ing means little at this point of the
season.

“The ranking is really just an
acknowledgment of the success
we have had to this point,” said
Skinner, in his eighth year with
the Eagles. “And we appreciate
that acknowledgment, and if we
are there in March, then we have
something to be excited about.”

Do the Eagles belong in the
same company as those seven big
shots who have won eight of the
last 17 national championships?
“Who says we’re not a big shot?”
center Nate Doornekamp said.

The Eagles know exactly who
they are — a deliberate team that
doesn’t blow out opponents, a
level-headed group that knows
the record that counts most is
their 7-0 mark in the Big East.
Take a team lightly and the first
loss won’t be far behind.

Their next two games are
against mediocre Big East teams,
at home against West Virginia on
Tuesday night and at Seton Hall
on Saturday night. BC won at
West Virginia by 20 points on Jan.
16 and would tie the school
record 19-game winning streak
set in 1968-69 by winning Tues-
day.

By the end of the night BC
could be the only unbeaten team

because Illinois plays at No. 12
Michigan State.

“Big East games are always
tough, no matter who you play,”
said Craig Smith, who came from
the Los Angeles area and leads
the Eagles in scoring and re-
bounding. “You can’t ever let up
in this league. We have to bring
our ‘A’ game, because now we
have a target on our back.”

Maintaining a perfect record
hasn’t been easy. BC won one
game in overtime, another in dou-
ble overtime. It scored the last
seven points to beat Villanova
67-66 on Jan. 19 then edged Provi-
dence 78-75 last Wednesday.

“It’s just our style of play,”
Doornekamp said. “We go posses-
sion by possession. All our posses-
sions are long. We wear out other
teams.”

The Eagles showed signs of
breaking into the top ranks last
season when they went 24-11 and
lost to national runner-up Geor-
gia Tech in the second round.
Every key player returned this
year except center Uka Agbai.

“We had a great feeling about
the team” starting the season,
Doornekamp said. “I don’t know
if we thought we could do this but
we’re having a lot of fun.”

The Eagles have nine games
left before the Big East tourna-
ment with three against ranked
teams — No. 8 Syracuse, No. 16
Pittsburgh and No. 24 Villanova.
It will be their only meetings of
the season against Syracuse and
Pittsburgh and both are at home.

It also will be their last confer-
ence matchups with those teams
since BC will play in the Atlantic
Coast Conference next season.

All the more reason for oppo-
nents to want to beat a team leav-
ing them behind.

“Coaches and fans definitely
are mad at us even though play-
ers have nothing to do with it,”
Dudley said. “But, hey, that’s OK.
A conference title would be a
good way to go out” But that’s
hardly guaranteed.

“One loss puts us right into the
pack of the Big East and it puts us
right into the pack nationally,”
Doornekamp said. “There’s some
very good teams with one loss.”

For now, there’s only one other
team with no losses.

“If we stick to what our game
plan is we should be fine,” Smith
said. “You can’t get caught up in
all the hype. You smile about the
ranking, but then you get back to
business.”

AP

Sophomore Jared Dudley, left, is

averaging 16.3 points a game for

the No. 5 Eagles (18-0), one of

two undefeated Division I teams.

BY PERRY A. FARRELL

Detroit Free Press

Steve Nash must be the most
valuable player in the NBA this
season. The revved-up Phoenix
Suns proved how important he is
to the lineup when he missed
three games with a thigh injury .

The Suns lost all three, includ-
ing a 94-80 pounding at the Pal-
ace on Jan. 17. They lost six
straight games in all during that
stretch, but since Jan. 23 they
have won five straight, including
four on the road. Phoenix has
scored at least 120 points in four
of the victories.

Nash, who grew up in Victoria,
British Columbia, returned to his
home country Sunday, notching
19 points and 12 assists in three
quarters in a 123-105 victory at
Toronto.

“He did a couple of things
today that I was amazed at,”
coach Mike D’Antoni said.

“I could sit here and talk about
Steve all the time. We do a lot of
good things, and Steve makes it
all go.”

The Suns have shot at least 50
percent in each game during the
run, and Nash has 44 assists in
the past three. Nash, the only
NBA player averaging in double
figures in points and assists and
one of three guards shooting 50
percent from the field , was effec-
tive from the outset of the season.

The 6-foot-3, 191-pound point
guard is averaging 15.7 points, 11
assists and 3.2 rebounds this sea-
son. He’s shooting 51.8 percent
from the field and 90.4 from the
free-throw line. He has 25 dou-
ble-doubles and has led the Suns
to a 36-10 record, tied with San
Antonio for the best in the league
entering Monday .

“We have a lot of terrific offen-

sive players,” Nash said. “We are
very athletic and get into the open
court. It is very difficult to con-
tain us.”

Nash was signed from Dallas
last summer as a free agent. One
big beneficiary has been
third-year big man Amare Stou-
demire, who scored 19 of his 27
points in the third quarter Sun-
day.

“That is just Nash,” Stoudemire
said. “He comes out and gives
you a double-double every night,
especially in assists. Steve came
out aggressive on the offensive
end against Toronto. He’s pretty
much been the leader, and we are
used to it.”

Phoenix scored 46 points in the
third quarter at Toronto, the most
ever allowed in a quarter by Tor-
onto.

“We have breakout quarters
like that from time to time, and
that certainly was one to remem-
ber, maybe one of our best,” Nash
said.

There are other strong candi-
dates for the MVP award: Tim
Duncan of San Antonio, defend-
ing MVP Kevin Garnett of Minne-
sota, LeBron James of Cleveland,
and Shaquille O’Neal and Dwy-
ane Wade of Miami. But it’s hard
to pick against Nash.

When he’s in the lineup run-
ning the show, the offense is dev-
astating. When he’s not, the Suns
look like five lost puppies search-
ing for their mother. He whizzes
around and through defenders to
find open looks for Stoudemire,
Quentin Richardson, Shawn Mari-
on and Joe Johnson.

Bull run: The Chicago Bulls
started 0-9, and it appeared to be
another 50-loss and no-playoff
season for the team still caught in
a time warp after the six champi-
onships Michael Jordan deliv-
ered in the 1990s.

But Scott Skiles kept working
his young, talented players, and
now they’ve put themselves in a
position to make the playoffs for
the first time since 1998, Jordan’s
last championship season.

“This is one amazing turn-
around,” Skiles said. “The 0-9
start was probably the scariest
thing we’d had to endure this sea-
son.

“But even then, we never saw
ourselves being an 0-9 team. At
least it didn’t feel that way. So
that gave us a mental head start
in turning things around. We al-

ways had confidence that we are
a good team.

“But it has been very exciting
and pleasing for me to watch us
fight our way back to having a re-
spectable record so far and to see
our young guys improve. These
are the things that make me want
to coach. I want to help people get
better. And we seem to be doing
just that.”

Skiles credits outstanding phys-
ical conditioning, improved de-
fense and some quick learning by
rookies Luol Deng, Chris Duhon,
Ben Gordon and Andres Nocioni,
who instantly made the regular ro-
tation.

The Bulls are 22-20 and win-
ners of 12 of their past 14.

Here’s what coaches and play-
ers across the league have told
the Chicago media after playing
the recharged Bulls:

“The Bulls’ rookies not only
have come of age quickly, they
were the right kind of players and
young men from the start.” — Bos-
ton coach Doc Rivers.

“These are the kind of guys all
NBA teams strive to build
around. They all come from
strong winning programs. They
are young men of the best charac-
ter. They listen to, respect and
obey their coaches. And they are
willing to work hard, play the
game the right way, and they
want to win.” — Orlando guard
Steve Francis.

Philadelphia guard Allen Iver-
son called the Bulls a
“well-coached, playoff team with
big-time confidence.”

Portland point guard Damon
Stoudemire said: “Chicago runs
the best sets I’ve seen. They have
great spacing on the floor and
make it difficult to guard them.”

No. 5 Boston College rides consistent play to best ranking

Suns’ Nash making a compelling case for league MVP

AP

Phoenix Suns guard Steve Nash, right, is the only player in the NBA

averaging a double-double in points and assists this season.

AP

Andres Nocioni (5) is among the

group of rookies responsible for

helping the Chicago Bulls rebound

from an 0-9 start this season.
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WASHINGTON — The NBA
champion Detroit Pistons visited
the White House on Monday, and
coach Larry Brown made it clear
he has no plans to leave the team.

“I’m not going to coach any-
where but Detroit,” Brown said
after he and the Pistons met Presi-
dent Bush in an East Room recep-
tion. “It’s my last pro coaching
job.”

Asked if he would take a col-
lege coaching job, Brown said,
“Oh, I don’t look at that.”

Speculation that the much-trav-
eled, Brooklyn-born Brown was
thinking about leaving the Pis-
tons and taking over the New
York Knicks began Friday, when
he was quoted in a New York
newspaper as saying the Knicks’
job was one he had “dreamed
about many times.”

Bush didn’t mention Brown’s
job status, but he congratulated
the Pistons for winning a champi-
onship “the right way” — with
teamwork.

Bush joked that he had some-
thing in common with the Pistons,

who defeated the heavily favored
Los Angeles Lakers 4-1 in June’s
NBA Finals.

“Nobody expected you to win,”
Bush said. “I know how you feel.”

Bryant’s attorneys want
records from accuser

DENVER — Attorneys for
Kobe Bryant asked a federal
judge Monday to force the
woman accusing him of rape to
turn over medical and education-
al records so they can defend the
NBA star against her lawsuit.

The woman’s lawyers have re-
fused to release the records or
identify her health care provid-
ers, which Bryant’s attorneys
said violates court rules and un-
fairly hinders their ability to de-
fend Bryant or prepare expert wit-
nesses.

The woman sued Bryant in fed-
eral court in August, three weeks
before prosecutors dropped the

criminal case against him. Her
lawsuit seeks unspecified damag-
es from Bryant for alleged mental
injuries, humiliation and public
scorn the woman has suffered
since their encounter at an up-
scale hotel near Vail in June 2003.

Bryant issued an apology to the
woman but maintained the sex
was consensual.

Sonics put Kutluay on waivers

SEATTLE — The Seattle Super-
Sonics waived Turkish swingman
Ibrahim Kutluay on Monday and
brought Mateen Cleaves off the in-
jured list.

The Sonics signed the
30-year-old Kutluay to a $3.6 mil-
lion, two-year contract in Septem-
ber after losing free agent Brent
Barry to San Antonio. Kutluay
played just 12 minutes this season
and didn’t score a point, unable to
break into the guard rotation of
Ray Allen, Luke Ridnour and An-
tonio Daniels.

Kutluay attracted interest from
some NBA teams after scoring 19
and 26 points in exhibition games
against the United States before
the Athens Olympics.

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — Kyle Kor-
ver made a go-ahead jumper with
6.5 seconds left, and Allen Iver-
son returned from a three-game
absence to score 27 points in the
Philadelphia 76ers’ 89-88 victory
over the Indiana Pacers on Mon-
day night.

Korver hit five three-pointers
and finished with 17 points.
Kenny Thomas scored 12 for the
Sixers, who opened a four-game
homestand.

Stephen Jackson scored 25
points and Jermaine O’Neal had
21 points and 10 rebounds for the
Pacers, who lost their fifth
straight.

Indiana led 88-87 when Tho-
mas made a nice little hook pass
to Samuel Dalembert under the
basket. Dalembert, though, had
his dunk blocked by O’Neal, the
Pacers recovered and Jackson
was fouled.

Jackson, playing his fourth
game since returning from a
30-game suspension for his role
in the brawl in Detroit, missed
both free throws with 15.1 sec-
onds left.

Iverson, who had missed three
straight games with a shoulder in-
jury, dribbled down the lane, ran
into O’Neal and kicked it out to
Korver, who was coming off a

screen. With no one in front of
him, the mop-topped guard sank
a 20-footer from the left side and
moved the Sixers into first place
by a half-game over Boston in the
Atlantic Division.

Rockets 97, Celtics 94: Yao
Ming had 23 points and Jon Barry
scored 15 of his 17 in the fourth
quarter, leading visiting Houston.

Houston blew a 16-point lead
but rallied behind Barry, who
scored 11 points in the first 2:57
of the fourth, to snap a two-game
skid and move back to .500 on the
road. The Rockets have won four
straight in Boston.

Ricky Davis scored 17 of his 24
points in the fourth quarter for
the Celtics.

Hawks80, Magic 79: At Atlan-
ta, Antoine Walker hit a fallaway
jumper with 2.3 seconds left, and
Atlanta beat Orlando despite
blowing a 12-point lead in the
final five minutes.

Walker shot 4-for-13 and
scored only 12 points, but his
jumper over 6-foot-11 Dwight
Howard helped the Hawks snap a
four-game losing streak.

Steve Francis scored 24 points
for the Magic and Grant Hill
added 19, but Hill’s final shot at
the buzzer bounced off the rim.

Tony Delk led the Hawks with
17 points, and Al Harrington
added 16.

Grizzlies 98, Hornets 91: At
New Orleans, Lorenzen Wright
and Stromile Swift each scored 19
points and made key baskets
down the stretch, sending Mem-
phis past New Orleans.

Dan Dickau had 19 points and
12 assists for New Orleans, which
trimmed a 12-point deficit to four
late in the fourth quarter before
Swift and Wright helped Mem-
phis regain control.

Clippers96, Knicks 89: At Los
Angeles, Elton Brand scored 24
points, and Chris Kaman had 18
points and 10 rebounds to lead
Los Angeles past New York.

The Clippers improved to 6-1
without Corey Maggette, who was
sidelined for the second straight
game because of an injured collar-
bone after missing two last week
with a foot injury. New York
dropped to 10-14 without Allan
Houston, on the injured list with a
chronically sore left knee.

Stephon Marbury scored 20
points for the Knicks, who fin-
ished 2-13 in January, the worst
month in the franchise’s 59-year
history.

BY JIM COUR

The Associated Press

SEATTLE — The Seattle Super-
Sonics were missing Ray Allen,
and that made everything much
easier for the San Antonio Spurs.

“Of course, he’s an All-Star,”
San Antonio guard Manu Ginobili
said. “If we were playing without
Tim Duncan, we would miss him
a lot.”

Ginobili scored 23 points and
Duncan had 21 points and 10 re-
bounds, leading the Spurs to their
first victory of the season in three
tries against the Sonics, 103-84 on
Monday night.

Tony Parker had 17 points and
a season-high 10 rebounds for the
Spurs, who have the NBA’s best
record at 37-10. The Northwest
Division-leading Sonics are
30-13.

The Sonics played their first
game of the season without their
top scorer, Allen, who has the flu.

“Of course, he’s a key player
for them,” Ginobili said. “He’s
playing like an MVP right at the
moment. But we tried not to think
about that because every time
you do, it kind of lets you down.
So we didn’t even think that he
was missing.”

Seattle also was without coach
Nate McMillan. He was in Ra-
leigh, N.C., following of the death
of his mother Sunday. The Sonics
were coached by assistant Dwane
Casey.

Without Allen, who is eighth in
the NBA in scoring at 24 points
per game, the Sonics struggled of-
fensively against the Spurs, the
league’s top defensive team.

Ronald Murray, Vladimir Rad-
manovic and Antonio Daniels
each had 13 points for the Sonics.
Murray, replacing Allen in the
starting lineup, shot 5-for-17 and
committed five turnovers. The
Sonics shot 41.1 percent
(30-for-73).

The Spurs finished January
with their third victory in a row
and their seventh in eight games.
They were 12-4 in the month.

NBA scoreboard

Eastern Conference
Atlantic Division

 W L Pct GB
Philadelphia 21 23 .477 —
Boston 21 24 .467 ½
New Jersey 18 26 .409 3
New York 18 26 .409 3
Toronto 18 27 .400 3½

Southeast Division
Miami 33 13 .717 —
Washington 26 17 .605 5½
Orlando 24 20 .545 8
Charlotte 9 32 .220 21½
Atlanta 9 34 .209 22½

Central Division
Cleveland 26 17 .605 —
Detroit 26 18 .591 ½
Chicago 22 20 .524 3½
Indiana 20 23 .465 6
Milwaukee 15 27 .357 10½

Western Conference
Southwest Division

 W L Pct GB
San Antonio 37 10 .787 —
Dallas 28 14 .667 6½
Memphis 26 20 .565 10½
Houston 25 21 .543 11½
New Orleans 8 36 .182 27½

Northwest Division
Seattle 30 13 .698 —
Minnesota 24 20 .545 6½
Denver 19 25 .432 11½
Portland 17 25 .405 12½
Utah 15 30 .333 16

Pacific Division
Phoenix 36 10 .783 —
Sacramento 30 13 .698 4½
L.A. Lakers 23 19 .548 11
L.A. Clippers 22 23 .489 13½
Golden State 12 32 .273 23

Monday’s games
Houston 97, Boston 94
Philadelphia 89, Indiana 88
Atlanta 80, Orlando 79
Memphis 98, New Orleans 91
San Antonio 103, Seattle 84
L.A. Clippers 96, New York 89

Tuesday’s games
Detroit at Washington
Cleveland at Orlando
Chicago at New Jersey
Phoenix at Memphis
Minnesota at Milwaukee
Miami at Dallas
Charlotte at Utah
New York at Denver
Seattle at Sacramento
Portland at L.A. Lakers

Wednesday’s games
New Jersey at Boston
Toronto at Indiana
Houston at Philadelphia
Atlanta at Detroit
Phoenix at Minnesota
Dallas at New Orleans
Denver at Portland
Sacramento at Golden State

Thursday’s games
Cleveland at Miami
L.A. Clippers at Memphis
San Antonio at L.A. Lakers

Monday
Rockets 97, Celtics 94

HOUSTON — McGrady 5-14 4-4 16,
Howard 2-7 0-0 4, Yao 11-15 1-2 23, Sura 2-7
6-8 10, Wesley 2-11 5-6 10, Mutombo 1-2 2-2 4,
Strickland 0-4 3-4 3, Barry 7-8 0-0 17, Padgett
4-5 0-0 10, Bowen 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 34-73 21-26
97.

BOSTON — Pierce 7-15 6-9 22, LaFrentz
6-10 0-1 12, Blount 6-11 2-2 14, Payton 2-7 0-0
4, Allen 1-4 0-0 2, Davis 10-15 4-4 24, Perkins
1-4 1-2 3, Banks 3-3 0-0 7, Welsch 2-4 2-2 6, Mc-
Carty 0-4 0-0 0. Totals 38-77 15-20 94.

Houston 19 30 18 30—97
Boston 15 25 25 29—94
Three-Point Goals—Houston 8-19 (Barry

3-4, Padgett 2-2, McGrady 2-7, Wesley 1-5,
Sura 0-1), Boston 3-14 (Pierce 2-5, Banks 1-1,
McCarty 0-1, Davis 0-2, Payton 0-2, LaFrentz
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Houston
46 (Yao, Mutombo 8), Boston 42 (LaFrentz 7).
Assists—Houston 27 (Sura 10), Boston 23
(Payton 8). Total Fouls—Houston 18, Boston
25. Technical—Houston Defensive Three Sec-
ond. A—14,063 (18,624).

76ers 89, Pacers 88
INDIANA — S.Jackson 8-15 5-7 24, O'Neal

8-19 5-7 21, Foster 2-5 3-6 7, Tinsley 1-1 0-0 2,
Miller 3-8 2-3 9, Johnson 2-5 0-2 4, Pollard 2-5
2-2 6, F.Jones 3-4 3-3 12, Croshere 1-2 1-1 3,
Gill 0-2 0-0 0. Totals 30-66 21-31 88.

PHILADELPHIA — Korver 6-9 0-0 17, Tho-
mas 5-10 2-4 12, Dalembert 4-6 1-2 9, Iverson
8-24 11-12 27, Iguodala 1-5 0-0 3, Salmons 2-3
0-0 6, Williamson 4-7 0-0 8, McKie 1-2 0-0 3,
M.Jackson 2-7 0-0 4. Totals 33-73 14-18 89.

Indiana 24 21 23 20—88
Philadelphia 28 24 13 24—89

Three-Point Goals—Indiana 7-19 (F.Jones
3-4, S.Jackson 3-8, Miller 1-4, Croshere 0-1,
Johnson 0-2), Philadelphia 9-16 (Korver 5-7,
Salmons 2-3, McKie 1-1, Iguodala 1-2, Iverson
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—Indiana
45 (O'Neal 10), Philadelphia 45 (Iverson, Korv-
er 9). Assists—Indiana 20 (F.Jones 5), Phila-
delphia 19 (Iverson 8). Total Fouls—Indiana
22, Philadelphia 23. Technicals—O'Neal, Phil-
adelphia Defensive Three Second, Iverson,
Williamson. A—16,312 (20,444).

Hawks 80, Magic 79
ORLANDO — Hill 8-15 3-4 19, Howard 6-10

4-4 16, Battie 0-3 0-0 0, Francis 7-19 8-10 24,
Christie 2-8 1-1 5, DeClercq 0-0 0-0 0, Turko-
glu 1-8 0-0 2, Garrity 1-6 0-0 2, Nelson 4-9 1-1
9, Stevenson 1-1 0-1 2. Totals 30-79 17-21 79.

ATLANTA — Harrington 8-14 0-0 16, Walk-
er 4-13 3-6 12, Ekezie 0-2 1-2 1, Lue 2-11 2-2 7,
J.Smith 0-2 2-2 2, Drobnjak 5-11 0-0 11, Chil-
dress 2-3 0-0 4, Delk 7-11 2-2 17, Diaw 5-9 0-0
10. Totals 33-76 10-14 80.

Orlando 19 13 22 25—79
Atlanta 20 20 21 19—80
Three-Point Goals—Orlando 2-7 (Francis

2-2, Garrity 0-1, Nelson 0-1, Christie 0-1,
Turkoglu 0-2), Atlanta 4-15 (Walker 1-2, Delk
1-3, Drobnjak 1-3, Lue 1-5, Diaw 0-2). Fouled
Out—Delk. Rebounds—Orlando 51 (Howard
11), Atlanta 49 (Walker 12). Assists—Orlando
9 (Francis 4), Atlanta 22 (Harrington 9). Total
Fouls—Orlando 20, Atlanta 20. Technicals—
Francis, Atlanta Defensive Three Second,
Lue. A—18,714 (19,445).

Grizzlies 98, Hornets 91
MEMPHIS — Battier 3-6 3-4 12, Swift 5-8

9-9 19, Wright 7-10 5-6 19, J.Williams 5-14 2-2
14, Miller 5-8 2-2 13, Wells 1-3 2-2 4, Watson
4-7 0-2 11, Cardinal 0-3 2-2 2, Humphrey 0-0
0-0 0, Tsakalidis 0-0 0-0 0, Jones 1-4 2-3 4. To-
tals 31-63 27-32 98.

NEW ORLEANS — Nailon 6-13 2-2 14, Rog-
ers 5-7 2-2 13, Brown 5-12 0-0 10, Dickau 8-18
0-0 19, Smith 4-9 0-0 9, Jacobsen 3-5 4-4 11,
Andersen 6-9 1-2 13, Vroman 1-1 0-0 2, Har-
rington 0-1 0-0 0, Nachbar 0-6 0-0 0. Totals
38-81 9-10 91.

Memphis 21 22 30 25—98
New Orleans 27 19 20 25—91
Three-Point Goals—Memphis 9-19 (Battier

3-4, Watson 3-5, J.Williams 2-5, Miller 1-2,
Jones 0-1, Wells 0-1, Cardinal 0-1), New Or-
leans 6-19 (Dickau 3-5, Jacobsen 1-3, Rogers
1-3, Smith 1-5, Nachbar 0-3). Fouled Out-
—None. Rebounds—Memphis 38 (Wright 11),
New Orleans 43 (Brown 12). Assists—Mem-
phis 26 (Watson 10), New Orleans 25 (Dickau
12). Total Fouls—Memphis 16, New Orleans
26. A—11,610 (17,200).

Spurs 103, SuperSonics 84
SAN ANTONIO — Bowen 5-9 0-0 12, Dun-

can 9-14 3-4 21, Massenburg 1-4 0-0 2, Gino-
bili 9-15 3-5 23, Parker 6-13 5-6 17, Horry 2-4
3-3 8, Barry 3-8 3-3 11, Udrih 1-5 0-0 2, Marks
0-1 0-0 0, Brown 2-7 0-0 5, Wilks 1-1 0-0 2. To-
tals 39-81 17-21 103.

SEATTLE — Evans 2-3 2-2 6, Lewis 4-9 0-0
9, James 5-10 2-2 12, Murray 5-17 1-2 13, Rid-
nour 2-11 2-2 6, Radmanovic 5-11 2-2 13,
Daniels 3-6 7-9 13, Fortson 0-0 2-2 2, Collison
4-6 2-4 10, Cleaves 0-0 0-0 0. Totals 30-73
20-25 84.

San Antonio 25 23 28 27—103
Seattle 22 12 25 25— 84
Three-Point Goals—San Antonio 8-18 (Gino-

bili 2-3, Bowen 2-4, Barry 2-6, Brown 1-2,
Horry 1-2, Udrih 0-1), Seattle 4-13 (Murray
2-4, Lewis 1-3, Radmanovic 1-3, Daniels 0-1,
Ridnour 0-2). Fouled Out—None. Rebound-
s—San Antonio 47 (Duncan, Parker 10), Seat-
tle 47 (Lewis, James, Evans 6). Assists—San
Antonio 22 (Ginobili 7), Seattle 18 (Daniels 5).
Total Fouls—San Antonio 18, Seattle 18. Tech-
nicals—San Antonio Defensive Three Sec-
ond, San Antonio coach Popovich, Rad-
manovic. A—17,072 (17,072).

Clippers 96, Knicks 89
NEW YORK — Ariza 4-6 3-4 11, K.Thomas

5-12 1-2 11, Mohammed 5-12 3-4 13, Crawford
7-15 2-2 19, Marbury 9-16 2-3 20, Hardaway
5-6 0-0 11, Sweetney 0-1 0-0 0, Brewer 0-0 0-0
0, Baker 1-2 0-0 2, J.Williams 1-1 0-0 2. Totals
37-71 11-15 89.

L.A. CLIPPERS — Simmons 7-16 1-1 15,
Brand 10-19 4-7 24, Kaman 8-13 2-2 18, Ross
7-14 0-0 14, Jaric 6-16 1-2 15, Brunson 0-5 0-0
0, Rebraca 3-4 0-0 6, Moore 1-1 2-2 4. Totals
42-88 10-14 96.

New York 29 22 18 20—89
L.A. Clippers 25 20 27 24—96
Three-Point Goals—New York 4-10 (Craw-

ford 3-8, Hardaway 1-1, Mohammed 0-1), L.A.
Clippers 2-9 (Jaric 2-5, Simmons 0-1, Brunson
0-3). Fouled Out—None. Rebounds—New
York 40 (K.Thomas 15), L.A. Clippers 48
(Kaman, Simmons 10). Assists—New York 21
(Marbury 7), L.A. Clippers 26 (Brunson 10).
Total Fouls—New York 15, L.A. Clippers 14.
A—16,851 (18,964).

Brown says he’s staying with Pistons

Korver’s jumper lifts Sixers

Minus Allen, McMillan, SuperSonics routed by Spurs
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SAN FRANCISCO — Barry
Bonds constantly complains of
feeling old, sore and tired — then
goes out and reaches yet another
milestone.

The San Francisco Giants are
confident their 40-year-old slug-
ger will stay on track in his pur-
suit of the home run record de-
spite undergoing arthroscopic
knee surgery Monday that will
sideline him for much of spring
training.

Bonds’ right knee is expected
to recover in plenty of time for
him to resume his chase of Hank
Aaron’s home run record when
the season starts in April.

The seven-time NL MVP had a
“minor arthritis cleanup,” the Gi-
ants said in statement. Dr. Arthur
Ting also repaired a small tear in
Bonds’ meniscus.

“Any time one of your main
players goes down with anything
there’s a concern,” Giants trainer
Stan Conte said. “But we’re going
to have enough time. You never
know when age is going to be an
issue, but this surgery was not ex-
tensive.”

Conte expects Bonds to return
for at least the final two weeks of
spring training, and Bonds should
be back to full strength before
opening day. Had the knee been
bothering him during the season,
he wouldn’t have undergone the
procedure, Conte said.

“It doesn’t take him long to get
ready,” Conte said. “It’s good for
him not to wear himself out dur-
ing spring training, which he does
sometimes.”

Bonds often tires of the
day-to-day grind of spring train-
ing, both mentally and physically,
and his rehabilitation might even
provide a respite. Bonds, who had
a similar surgery on his left knee
in October, will begin rehab Tues-
day with Conte at SBC Park.

Then Bonds will report to

Scottsdale, Ariz., along with the
Giants’ pitchers and catchers on
Feb. 17, but will concentrate on
his six-week rehab program until
mid-March.

Conte said Bonds’ knees have
responded well to similar arthro-
scopic operations. Conte has said
Bonds has a youthful body for his
age.

“He recovers well,” Conte said.

Bonds’ knee showed signs of ar-
thritis during a similar procedure
in 1999, but this surgery revealed

less trouble than the Giants
feared. Bonds first complained of
pain in his right knee last week.

Bonds finished last season with
703 career homers, trailing only
Aaron (755) and Babe Ruth (714).

He also became the oldest play-
er in major league history to win
an MVP award. Bonds hit .362 to
win his second NL batting title in
three seasons and shattered the
major league record with a .609
on-base percentage, topping the
previous mark of .582 he set two
years ago.

He walked 232 times, 34 more
than the previous record he set in
2002 and more than 100 better
than anyone else in baseball this
season. His 120 intentional walks
obliterated the old mark of 68 that
he set in 2002.

Dodgers make bid
for Japanese infielder

TOKYO — The Los Angeles
Dodgers have made a bid for Jap-
anese infielder Norihiro Nakamu-
ra, Japanese baseball officials
said Tuesday.

The Japanese baseball commis-
sioner’s office informed the Orix
Buffaloes that the Dodgers have
made a bid for their third base-
man, although the bidding price
was not revealed.

The Dodgers now have 30 days
to negotiate a contract with Naka-
mura, who is currently in the
United States.

Under the posting system,
major league teams can bid for
the negotiating rights to Japanese
players who have yet to become
free agents. Ichiro Suzuki signed
with the Seattle Mariners through
the same system.

Nakamura joined the Buffaloes
in 1992 but was limited to 19 hom-
ers and a .247 batting average in
105 games last season due to inju-
ry.

BY RONALD BLUM

The Associated Press

NEW YORK — The trade that
would send Sammy Sosa from the
Chicago Cubs to the Baltimore
Orioles took a step forward Mon-
day when the players’ association
approved a key change to his con-
tract that is required to complete
the deal.

Chicago would receive Jerry
Hairston Jr. and a pair of minor
leaguers, second baseman Mike
Fontenot and right-handed pitch-
er Dave Crouthers, in exchange
for Sosa and $12 million. The
trade is likely to be finalized be-
tween Wednesday afternoon and
Friday.

Sosa’s contract currently con-
tains a provision that calls for the
team’s $18 million option for 2006
to become guaranteed if he is trad-
ed and for a $19 million team op-
tion for 2007 to be added, one that
would carry a $4.5 million buy-
out. As part of the trade, Sosa will
sign an addendum to his contract
voiding that provision.

Commissioner Bud Selig also
must approve the trade because
more than $1 million will change
hands in the swap, which the
teams put in motion Friday night.
The teams started the process of
submitting documents outlining
the trade to the commissioner’s of-
fice, but all the necessary paper-
work had not been sent in as of
Monday night.

To replace some of Sosa’s
power, the Cubs neared an agree-
ment with free-agent outfielder
Jeromy Burnitz on a one-year con-
tract with a mutual option for
2006. That deal wouldn’t be final-
ized until the Sosa trade is com-
pleted.

Baltimore would pay just $5
million of Sosa’s $17 million sala-
ry this year, with the Cubs paying
$12 million. The Orioles would as-
sume responsibility for the 2006
option, which Baltimore would be
able to buy out for $4.5 million.

In addition, Chicago would re-
main responsible for the $3.5 mil-
lion severance pay called for in
Sosa’s contract, which must be
given to the seven-time All-Star
within 30 days after the trade is fi-
nalized. The Cubs would wind up
paying $62.5 million of the $72
million Sosa was guaranteed in
the four-year deal, with the Ori-
oles paying $9.5 million.

Hairston took his physical Mon-
day in the Phoenix area. Sosa is to
take his physical Wednesday or
Thursday.

The Cubs and Orioles did not in-
clude a 72-hour window for a con-
tract extension. The 36-year-old
outfielder has agreed to waive his
right to block the trade and will
go to the Orioles without an exten-
sion.

After the deal is done, Balti-
more might try to negotiate a new
contract with Sosa.

Selig has twice approved larger
salary transfers. Texas agreed
last February to send the Yan-
kees $67 million over seven sea-
sons in the trade that sent Alex
Rodriguez to New York for Alfon-
so Soriano.

In November 2002, Selig ap-
proved the Mike Hampton,
three-team trade, which involved
$30 million — Colorado agreed to
send Florida $6.5 million over
three years, and the Marlins
agreed to send that money plus
an additional $23.5 million over
three years to Atlanta, which re-
ceived the pitcher.

The money in the Sosa trade
tops the other two big deals Selig
approved this winter: The Yan-
kees are paying Arizona $9 mil-
lion in the trade that brought
Randy Johnson to New York and
Los Angeles is paying $10 million
in the deal that sent Shawn Green
to the Diamondbacks.

Sosa hit .253 last year, his low-
est average since 1997, and had
35 homers and 80 RBIs in 126
games. His 574 homers rank sev-
enth on the career list.

While Cubs fans supported him
after he used a corked bat in
2003, he was booed last year,
when he had a back injury. Then
he left the ballpark during the
final regular-season game last Oc-
tober after the Cubs had blown a
wild-card lead over the final
week, and criticized manager
Dusty Baker.

Sosa’s first game back in Chica-
go with the Orioles would be on
May 12, the start of a four-game
series against the White Sox.

Searching for a replacement
for Sosa’s offense, Cubs general
manager Jim Hendry has talked
with Scott Boras, the agent for
former White Sox outfielder Mag-
glio Ordonez, and Howard Simon,
the agent for Burnitz.

Blue Jays General Manager
J.P. Ricciardi said Monday that
while Toronto likes Ordonez, “the
price is too steep.”

“He’s looking at close to
$50-or-$60 million. We’ll take a
pass,” Ricciardi said. “We like
the player, but there’s an uncer-
tainty with his leg. We’re not pre-
pared to commit to a long-term
deal.”

Baseball briefs

Bonds to miss much of spring training after surgery

AP

San Francisco Giants’ Barry Bonds underwent arthroscopic surgery on his right knee Monday.

AP

The Chicago Cubs would receive Jerry Hairston Jr. and two minor leagu-
ers in exchange for Sammy Sosa, above, and $12 million in a deal that
is likely to be completed this week.

Union approves Sosa trade
Commissioner still must OK deal of slugger to Orioles
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BY TIM KORTE

The Associated Press

KENT, Wash. — Rick Neu-
heisel became defensive and was
“playing dodgeball” when initial-
ly questioned by NCAA investiga-
tors about gambling on college
basketball games, his lawyer told
jurors Monday as testimony
began in the former Washington
football coach’s lawsuit.

In opening statements, Neu-
heisel lawyer Bob Sulkin said his
client was set up by NCAA offi-
cials seeking to make an example
of him. Neuheisel is suing the
NCAA and the university, alleg-
ing he was wrongly fired.

Sulkin said Neuheisel was cau-
tious with NCAA investigators
during the June 4, 2003, inter-
view. He was summoned to dis-
cuss recruiting violations but
soon was asked about gambling
on NCAA basketball games.

Neuheisel became defensive,
and his answers reflected his un-
ease.

“Rick was cagey, playing dodge-
ball,” Sulkin said.

Sulkin told the King County Su-
perior Court jury that Neuheisel

later told the
truth to the
NCAA after
consulting
with a law-
yer during a
break in the
interview.

University
lawyer Lou
Peterson
painted a
much differ-

ent scenario, saying Neuheisel
has himself to blame after being
caught in a series of lies. He told
jurors the coach signed a contract
that allowed him to be fired for
acts of dishonesty.

Neuheisel misled his boss,
former UW athletic director Bar-
bara Hedges, about his candidacy
for the San Francisco 49ers’
coaching job in February 2003.
He also lied to the news media,
claiming he wasn’t a candidate.

Neuheisel even issued a news
release through Washington’s
sports information office, deny-
ing any connection or interest in
the 49ers’ job. He later acknowl-
edged he lied, saying he had inter-
viewed but had promised to

honor a confidentiality agree-
ment.

“A confidentiality agreement is
not a license to lie,” Peterson
said.

That would have been grounds
to fire Neuheisel, Peterson said,
but Hedges gave him another
chance. Former university presi-
dent Lee Huntsman privately told
Neuheisel that additional lies
wouldn’t be tolerated.

“This is a simple, simple case,”
Peterson said. “He lied once and
was told he couldn’t do it again.
He lied again and was terminat-
ed.”

NCAA attorney John Aslin also
presented his opening remarks,
disputing Sulkin’s suggestion that
the NCAA wanted to get Neu-
heisel. Aslin said NCAA rules re-
quire “full and complete disclo-
sure” by anyone interviewed by
NCAA enforcement staff.

“I don’t care if you call it dodge-
ball or a full and complete lie,”
Aslin told jurors. “After hearing
the evidence, you will be absolute-
ly certain he did not give full and
complete disclosure.”

Neuheisel was recently hired
by the NFL’s Baltimore Ravens
as quarterbacks coach.

BY DAVID KRAVETS

The Associated Press

SAN FRANCISCO — Victor
Conte denied leaking grand jury
testimony from Barry Bonds
and other prominent athletes
Monday, days after his home
was raided by the FBI as part of
an investigation into the release
of the information.

Conte, the founder of the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-Operative
who is among four people indict-
ed for allegedly distributing ste-
roids, is being investigated by a
grand jury trying to find out
who leaked testimony to the San
Francisco Chronicle in violation
of secrecy rules and a court
order.

“I did not ever provide the SF
Chronicle with BALCO grand
jury transcripts by any means
or method,” Conte said in an
e-mail to The Associated Press.
“The facts will eventually come
out.”

Conte was subpoenaed to ap-
pear before the San Francisco
panel Tuesday and turn over the
contents of the hard drive in a
computer from Burlin-
game-based BALCO. His attor-
ney, Robert Holley, said late
Monday that Conte will not ap-
pear, as he and prosecutors a
brokering a resolution to that
subpoena.

Authorities also raided Con-
te’s San Mateo house Wednes-
day, seizing another computer,
cellular phone and lab records
in an attempt to find whether he
was the leak. Last year, the
grand jury investigation led to
indictments of Conte and three
other men connected to BALCO.

Because of Wednesday’s raid,
Conte said in the e-mail that the

government violated the right of
secrecy between him and his at-
torney, Robert Holley, “by con-
fiscating all of the legal docu-
ments exchanged by my attor-
ney and myself since the begin-
ning of the case.”

Holley said in a court filing
late Friday that the computer
hard drive the grand jury wants
him to hand over also contains
trial strategy, including commu-
nications between him, Conte,
and BALCO vice president
James Valente, who is also in-
dicted.

To avoid a conflict of interest,
Los Angeles prosecutors are
handling the leak investigation
because the San Francisco of-
fice also had access to the grand
jury transcripts, although it de-
nies it was the subject of the
leak. Thom Mrozek, a spokes-
man for federal prosecutors in
Los Angeles, declined comment.

Last week’s search of Conte’s
house came nearly two months
after a series of news reports
about the 2003 grand jury testi-
mony of Bonds, the New York
Yankees’ Jason Giambi and
Gary Sheffield, and other base-
ball players. The testimony
from track star Tim Montgom-
ery was leaked to the San Fran-
cisco Chronicle in June. Grand
jury testimony is supposed to be
secret.

Bonds testified that he used a
clear substance and a cream
given to him by his trainer who
was indicted in the case, though
Bonds said he didn’t know they
were steroids, the Chronicle re-
ported.

Giambi said he injected him-
self with human growth hor-
mone in 2003 and used steroids
for at least three seasons, ac-
cording to the newspaper.

BALCO founder denies
leaking clients’ testimony

The Associated Press

LONDON — Canadian scien-
tists uncovered a new steroid de-
signed to avoid detection in stan-
dard drug tests.

The World Anti-Doping Agen-
cy said Tuesday that the sub-
stance — called desoxy-meth-
yl-testosterone, or DMT — was
identified after a tip from an anon-
ymous whistleblower.

WADA science director Olivier
Rabin said the drug had similari-
ties to THG, or tetrahy-
drogestrinone, a drug at the heart
of the BALCO steroid investiga-
tion in the United States.

Several track and field stars, in-
cluding sprinters Kelli White and
Dwain Chambers, were banned
after THG was unmasked in
2003.

Four men face charges of dis-
tributing steroids to elite athletes
in the case involving the Bay
Area Laboratory Co-Operative.

Rabin and Christiane Ayotte, di-
rector of Montreal’s anti-doping
lab, said there was no evidence
DMT has been used by athletes.
They touted the finding as a
pre-emptive victory against drug
cheats.

“Probably in this case we are
ahead of the dopers,” Rabin said
in a conference call from WADA
headquarters in Montreal. “This
shows to the dopers how serious
we are.”

Female ABA coach fired
during game by co-owner

NASHVILLE, Tenn. — Adam
Sonn and his Nashville Rhythm
teammates want to keep Ashley
McElhiney as their coach and
hope the owners of the ABA fran-
chise reverse a decision to fire

the first female coach of a men’s
professional team.

Co-owner Sally Anthony
walked onto the court during the
third quarter of a game Saturday
night and fired McElhiney after
the coach refused to bench a play-
er. Sonn, who has a broken foot,
was sitting beside McElhiney on
the bench at the time.

“Why (Anthony) would pull
something like this is beyond me,
and it was embarrassing for all
parties involved,” Sonn said Mon-
day. “I just think that things are
going to settle back down, and
you know later this week things
will get back to normal.”

Anthony and her husband, and
co-owner, Tony Bucher didn’t re-
turn messages left Monday by
The Associated Press. Rhythm
General Manager Daniel Bucher,
Anthony’s brother-in-law, also
didn’t return multiple messages.
The team’s third owner, Justin
Christian, could not be reached
for comment.

Anthony, a pop singer who has
her own record label, helped the
expansion Rhythm make a nation-
al splash last May with the hiring
of McElhiney, then 22. Nashville
is 18-7 under McElhiney.

Saturday’s argument involved
the playing time of Matt Freije,
Vanderbilt’s all-time leading scor-
er who was signed last week after
being released by the NBA’s New
Orleans Hornets. Anthony want-
ed Freije, who made a reported
$10,000 for two games, to be
benched.

McElhiney refused. That’s
when Anthony fired her.

World Cup ticket sales
off to good start

FRANKFURT, Germany —
Ticket sales for next year’s World
Cup are off to a lively start, with
soccer fans from 108 countries ap-
plying for more than a third of the
available seats within 12 hours.

Between midnight Monday —
when tickets went on sale — and
noon Tuesday, 53,000 applica-
tions came in for 300,000 tickets,
an average of six tickets per
order, said Wolfgang Niersbach,
a vice president of the organizing
committee.

All fans ordering tickets will
not necessarily get them, with de-
mand far outstripping supply,
and a lottery system will deter-
mine the lucky winners.

Tennis stars help raise over
$500,000 for tsunami relief
HOUSTON — Andy Roddick,

Tommy Haas, John McEnroe,
Chris Evert and Jim Courier
played a little fun tennis for a big
cause Monday night, helping to
raise more than $518,000 for tsu-
nami relief.

Roddick, who lost to Lleyton
Hewitt in the semifinals of the
Australian Open, defeated Haas
7-6 (6) in the feature match of the
event for the Bush-Clinton Fund
for Tsunami Relief.

Courier, whose production com-
pany put on the event, lost 6-4 to
McEnroe in the opening match.

The Houston Chronicle report-
ed in its Tuesday editions that one
person who insisted on anonymi-
ty paid $250,000 for 50 seats at
the benefit at the Toyota Center
and the United States Tennis As-
sociation contributed $25,000.
Former President Bush accepted
a giant check for $518,952.

Sports briefs

Lawyer: Neuheisel was ‘playing
dodgeball’ with investigators

Neuheisel

New designer steroid discovered
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B
rad Culpepper particu-
larly remembers the
Thanksgiving dinners,
when he would stuff

himself silly with food and then
two hours later try to find a way
to cram some more down his
throat.

He was a defensive tackle in
the NFL, undersized at 280
pounds in a supersized league.
That left Culpepper two choices
— eat or find another line of
work.

“I had to eat all the time,”
Culpepper said. “Some of it was
just so miserable, but it was all
just so I could keep the weight
on.”

The NFL has always been
about size, of course. The more
physical a team is, the better
chance it has of controlling the
line of scrimmage and winning a
game.

But players are growing into un-
charted territory now, getting so
large that some are beginning to
question the future of the
330-pound linemen with huge bel-
lies that take up so much of your
television screen every Sunday.

These guys aren’t just big,
they’re fat.

From just a handful of
300-pounders only 15 years ago,
nearly one of every four players
in Sunday’s Super Bowl will
weigh 300 pounds or more. The
Patriots have 12, and the Eagles
11, including 349-pound tackle
Tra Thomas.

An unofficial check of expand-
ed NFL rosters at the end of the
season turned up 455 players list-
ed at 300 pounds or more, almost
all of them linemen.

Fitness guru Mackie Shilstone
says some have come to him with
high blood pressure, bad choles-
terol and weight-related prob-
lems like insulin resistance syn-
drome that can threaten their

lives.
“In three to

five years
you’re going
to see a player
have a stroke
on national
television,”
Shilstone
warns. “Hy-
pertension is
alive and well
in the NFL.”

For now,
age protects most of them. But
Culpepper watches the game
from afar and wonders: What’s
going to become of the 330-pound
behemoths in the NFL once their
playing days are over, their train-
ing regiment ends, and their
weights keep going up? What is
going to happen when these play-
ers reach their 40s or 50s? Culpep-
per is now a lawyer, not a doctor.
But he doesn’t need a medical de-
gree to figure this one out.

“You’re going to see them drop
like flies,” Culpepper said.

A few have dropped already.
Corey Stringer was 335 pounds
when he died from heatstroke at a
Minnesota Vikings practice in
2001. A year later, former New
Orleans Saints defensive lineman
Frank Warren died of a heart at-
tack at 43 years old, just five days
after taping an HBO interview
talking about the dangers of play-
ing football at 300 pounds.

And an autopsy revealed Reg-
gie White’s sleep apnea — a condi-
tion that primarily affects obese
people — might have been a fac-
tor in his death in December, also
at the age of 43.

The bigger the player, the big-
ger the health risk.

Culpepper was smart enough
to figure that out during a
nine-year career that included six
years playing alongside Warren
Sapp in Tampa Bay. Culpepper

came out of the University in Flor-
ida in 1992 weighing 275 pounds
at a time when that was a normal
weight among defensive linemen.

By the time he retired, though,
there were players his size play-
ing linebacker. And Culpepper
knew he didn’t want to risk the
rest of his life living at 280
pounds.

“My first goal was to get down
to human weight,” he said. “I lost
10 pounds a month for eight
months until I got down to 200
pounds.”

Culpepper, who could barely
run around the block when he left
the NFL, ran a marathon a year
later and has little trouble main-
taining a weight he hadn’t seen
since he was a sophomore in high
school.

But most of the players he
played with and against won’t
have that discipline once they
leave the league. Already blub-
bery, they’ll go into retirement or
seek new careers without any
idea how to undo the fat that got
them into the league in the first
place.

Shilstone, who has a contract
with Major League Baseball to
help umpires lose weight and a
new book called “The Fat Burn-
ing Bible,” said the linemen who
have sought his help all came in
with conditions that were already
threatening their health.

He said by computing their
blood chemistries, blood pressure
and waist measurement and plug-
ging it into a model developed by
the National Institute of Health,
most had a 20 to 30 percent
chance of having a stroke or heart
attack by the age of 50.

“I tell these linemen that the
physical you get to play in the
NFL is not a physical to live,” Shil-
stone said. “What is really amaz-
ing is the abnormal blood pres-
sures you see in these guys. I

have one who is still in the NFL
who came in two years ago with
blood pressure of 190 over 110.”

Most of the linemen, of course,
don’t bother to see Shilstone or
any other fitness expert. They’re
paid to be big and fill up lanes —
and to some, 350 pounds looks
good on a resume.

A dozen 300-pounders will be
wearing new Super Bowl rings
after Sunday, something Culpep-

per never got during his time in
the league.

He has something else, some-
thing he thinks is more impor-
tant.

“I’m so happy with my life now
compared to when I was playing
in the NFL,” Culpepper said. “I’m
healthy now.”

Tim Dahlberg is a national sports colum-
nist for The Associated Press. Write to
him at: tdahlberg@ap.org

Tim Dahlberg

BY MARK LONG

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — Mike Vra-
bel has the football neatly displayed
back home in Ohio. He carries the
memory with him everywhere.

The New England linebacker
caught a touchdown pass late in the
fourth quarter that helped the Patri-
ots beat Carolina in the Super Bowl
last year. Vrabel also had six tackles,
two sacks and a forced fumble — play-
ing the game of his life on sports’ big-
gest stage.

Now he wants a repeat perfor-
mance.

“If I was lucky enough to go in
there and get another one and help us
win, then that would top it,” Vrabel
said Monday.

It could happen. Vrabel has two
touchdown catches this season, in-
cluding one in the regular-season fina-
le against San Francisco.

Although receiver-turned-corner-
back Troy Brown gets more attention
for playing both ways, Vrabel might
still be the team’s most versatile play-
er. After all, he makes tackles, covers
receivers, rushes quarterbacks and
lines up as a tight end in goal-line situ-
ations.

“He is very adaptable,” coach Bill
Belichick said.

A defensive end in college at Ohio

State who moved to linebacker in the
NFL, Vrabel is making plans for an-
other transition.

He returned to college last summer
to complete his degree in exercise
physiology. He finished school be-
cause he wants to become a coach
after his playing days are over.

“It’s tough to recruit kids to come
play for you and talk to their parents
and say, ‘I’m going to make sure your
son goes to class and I’m going to
make sure he graduates’ when you
don’t have a degree yourself,” Vrabel
said. “It’s tough to tell kids to go to
class when they’re looking at a coach
who hasn’t graduated.”

Vrabel, who began college as a pre-
med student but switched majors be-
cause of the demands of football, grad-
uated in June after completing a Bio-
chemistry course.

“I was in there with a bunch of nurs-
ing students,” he said. “There were
like 12 girls and me, which wasn’t
bad. Don’t get me wrong. I didn’t
have to take a whole lot of notes.”

Vrabel said his former classmates
still keep in touch, writing letters and
watching most of his games. They
have high expectations for the Super
Bowl, and so does Vrabel.

That’s a big change from earlier in
his career.

He spent four years as a backup

with Pittsburgh because the team had
so much depth at linebacker with
Jason Gildon, Levon Kirkland, Greg
Lloyd and Joey Porter.

But everything changed after he
signed with the Pats. Under the direc-
tion of Belichick, Vrabel has devel-
oped into one of New England’s most
productive players.

He had a career-high 76 tackles
and 5½ sacks this season. He has 279
tackles and 22½ sacks in four years in
New England.

“Mike has been very consistent for
us for the last four years,” Belichick
said. “He does everything well that
you want an outside linebacker to do.
He’s strong. He’s physical in the run-
ning game. He can rush the passer.
He pursues well. He’s smart.”

All Vrabel needed was an opportu-
nity to play full time.

“He’s probably the most intelligent
guy on our football team,” safety Rod-
ney Harrison said. “The guy is smart.
He knows the defense inside and out.
Tedy Bruschi is the most instinctive,
but Vrabel is the most intelligent.”

Maybe that’s why he went back to
college and why the Pats had no reser-
vations about using him on offense —
evidenced by his game ball from last
year’s Super Bowl.

“I feel like I’ve been pretty lucky,”
Vrabel said. “I’ve been able to make
the most of a great opportunity.
That’s really what it comes down to.”

Girth of NFL linemen likely to weigh down their future

AP

Eagles offensive lineman Artis Hicks is one of the 23 players in the

Super Bowl who top 300 pounds. He’s listed at 320.

Vrabel’s versatility catching on with Patriots

AP

Patriots linebacker Mike Vrabel has gotten a lot more

attention since his big game in last year’s Super Bowl, in

which he caught a touchdown pass and had six tackles.
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SWAGGER, FROM BACK PAGE

move with camcorders, mak-
ing sure to savor their trip.
The Patriots were more busi-
nesslike, hardly flinching at
the sight of all those cameras
and microphones.

“Just because we have cam-
corders doesn’t mean that we
are caught up in it,” McNabb
said. “This is footage. This is
something we can show our
grandkids. … When you have
been to a couple of Super
Bowls, obviously it is kind of a
thing that you are used to. We
are not used to it, but we are
not going to sit in a room and
kick our feet up and start dwell-
ing on being here at the Super
Bowl. We have a job to do. This
is a loose bunch and we’ve
been having fun.”

The Eagles are used to skep-
tics. After Owens went down
with a severe ankle injury last
month, critics questioned
whether Philadelphia can
reach the Super Bowl without
its main threat on offense.

In the only two games
they’ve played without him
that mattered, the Eagles
scored 27 points in each and av-
eraged 360.5 yards.

“We proved all the so-called
experts wrong,” wideout Fred-
die Mitchell said.

Though most of the players
don’t have Super Bowl experi-
ence, Reid understands what it
takes to win a championship.
He was an assistant coach
under Mike Holmgren when
Green Bay went to consecu-
tive Super Bowls following the
1996-97 seasons.

Reid kept notes on the Pack-
ers’ itinerary, and other infor-
mation he’s used for reference
since the Eagles won the NFC
title. Just in case some players
need a reminder, Reid always
wears his championship ring
from Green Bay’s victory over
New England eight years ago.

“It’s something the players
can see,” Reid said. “They’re
playing for the ring. That’s an
important thing to them.”

Swagger: Philly
savoring trip
to football’s
biggest show

The Associated Press

CLEVELAND — New England Patriots
defensive coordinator Romeo Crennel
hasn’t spoken to the Cleveland Browns
about their coaching vacancy in nearly a
month. He’ll be hearing from them soon
enough.

Win or lose against the Philadelphia Ea-
gles in the Super Bowl, Crennel is expect-
ed to be offered the Browns’ job shortly
after the final seconds tick off the clock on
Sunday in Jacksonville, Fla.

If he accepts the position, and the Browns
are counting on the 57-year-old to do so,
Crennel will be introduced next week as the
11th full-time coach — and first black coach
— in Cleveland’s storied history.

Although Crennel hasn’t left yet, Patriots
owner Robert Kraft seems prepared for
his departure.

“There’s nothing posi-
tive on Romeo, I don’t
know that for a fact,”
Kraft said after arriving
in Florida amid reports
that Crennel would join

the Browns. “Part of your success is if you
have good people, they will be hired away.
Romeo is awesome. He’s calm and solid.
He deserves to be a head coach.”

NFL rules have restricted the Browns
from publicly commenting on their coach-
ing search. They have also been unable to
negotiate a contract with Crennel or his
agent, Joe Linta, until the AFC champion
Patriots complete their season.

The sides have not talked since Jan. 7
when Crennel emerged as the club’s No. 1
choice following his interview with owner
Randy Lerner, president John Collins and
new general manager Phil Savage, who

was hired that day.
Philadelphia offensive coordinator Brad

Childress is the only other coaching candi-
date interviewed by the Browns whose sea-
son is not over. Cleveland also interviewed
offensive coordinator Terry Robiskie, the
club’s interim coach, and Steelers offen-
sive line coach Russ Grimm.

If Cleveland had intended to hire any
other candidate, the Browns would have
done so already.

Linta did not immediately return a
phone message seeking comment.

Clarett a no-show for skills event

MIAMI — Maurice Clarett stiff-armed
another commitment, reinforcing doubts
about his reliability and fitness with the
NFL scouting combine three weeks away.

The elusive, reclusive former Ohio State
running back had been scheduled to partic-

ipate in the college football all-star chal-
lenge, an eight-player skills event taped
Monday by Fox TV at Dolphins Stadium
for broadcast Saturday.

But he recently hired a new agent, Steve
Feldman, who told organizers late last
week that Clarett was pulling out.

“It was completely my decision,” Feld-
man said. “He wanted to be there, but from
a safety standpoint, it doesn’t seem logical
to take a chance that he might tweak some-
thing or pull something or damage some-
thing that would prevent him from show-
ing off his stuff at the combine.”

At the combine a year ago, Clarett
showed up overweight and declined to work
out. He’ll be eligible for the draft in April
after his legal bid to enter the NFL last year
was overturned by an appeals court. He
hasn’t played since being suspended by
Ohio State following the 2002 season.

BY PAUL NEWBERRY

The Associated Press

JACKSONVILLE, Fla. — T.O.’s
timeout is over.

Brushing aside his doctor’s ad-
vice and — some might say —
common sense, Terrell Owens re-
turned to the practice field Mon-
day, determined to pull off the
most improbable play of his ca-
reer by making it
to the Super Bowl.

He ran the re-
quired routes. He
made the neces-
sary cuts. And — is
this a sign of what’s
to come Sunday
against the defend-
ing champion New
England Patriots?
— he caught the
passes that were
thrown his way.

Not bad for a guy
who went down 43
days earlier with a
grotesque injury to
his right leg, appar-
ently done until
next season.

“I will play on Sunday,” Owens
said Tuesday. “I know the type
person I am. I have a lot of faith in
my ability. I feel great. I’m prov-
ing a lot of people wrong. The sky
is the limit for me. There are no
limitations.”

C’mon, this shouldn’t be all that
surprising. And it’s something
Owens promised his teammates
moments after he was injured.

“I told the guys in the locker
room ‘You guys just get us into the
Super Bowl and I’ll be there,’ ” he
said. “They’ve done their job. Now
it’s time to do my job.”

Owens’ teammates were happy
to hear the receiver’s plans.

“That’s great. He’s another
piece of the puzzle,” defensive
tackle Corey Simon said. “He’s
not the whole puzzle. And if he
wasn’t out there, he’d be on the
sidelines cheering for us, but
we’re glad to have him.”

The greatest showman in foot-
ball was certainly meant for the
grandest stage. The guy who
pulled out a Sharpie after a touch-
down and gawked at Nicollette
Sheridan for a pregame spoof had

to at least give it a shot.
“It’s always a lift when you can

get anyone out there, an added
weapon,” Eagles quarterback
Donovan McNabb said. “He did
make some big plays for us. He
did an excellent job of coming in
and presenting a different type of
feel for our passing attack.”

Last week, Dr. Mark Myerson,
the surgeon who operated on

Owens’ right ankle
in December, said
he would not clear
the All-Pro receiv-
er to suit up against
the Patriots.

But there he was
Monday, in uni-
form at the Univer-
sity of North Flori-
da. While Owens
took part in less
than one-third of
the team’s 30
plays, he got a pass
each time he ran a
route.

“It’s shocking
when you see the
injury he had and
how far he’s

come,” Pro Bowl safety Michael
Lewis said.

In his first season with the Ea-
gles after eight years in San Fran-
cisco, Owens led Philadelphia
with 77 catches for 1,200 yards
and 14 TDs.

Then came that horrific Decem-
ber day when Owens severely
sprained his ankle and broke his
leg in a game against Dallas.

Myerson inserted two screws in
Owens’ ankle and a plate on the
outside of the ankle three days
after he was injured. Owens was
told after surgery that he had only
an outside chance of returning for
the Super Bowl, which was 6½
weeks away at the time. But he re-
habbed vigorously, hoping to help
Philadelphia win its first NFL
championship since 1960.

“If T.O. says he’s going to play,
he’s going to play,” Eagles line-
backer Jeremiah Trotter said
Tuesday. “T.O. is going to be just
fine. I think T.O. is going to come
out and surprise a lot of people.”

The Patriots downplayed the
possibility of Owens’ return.

“We’ve got to prepare for all

the players,” coach Bill Belichick
said. “We expect everybody to be
at their best for this game. That’s
the only way we ever think about
it. We never expect anything less
from our opponents.”

After a checkup last week in
Baltimore, Myerson said that
while he’s pleased with Owens’ re-
cuperation, the operation re-
quires a recovery period of eight
to 10 weeks. Myerson added that
any attempt to accelerate the re-
habilitation process poses the
same risk for injury.

But try telling that to Owens,
who insisted on testing his leg this
week.

“We limited what he did, but he
did it well, and he did it with the
team,” Eagles coach Andy Reid
said. “He moved around pretty
well. I’ll have to see how he does
before we decide whether he’ll
play.”

The final decision on Owens’ sta-
tus will come down to the player,
Reid and the team’s medical staff.

“Could the same injury occur?
Yes,” Reid said. “But he won’t
damage it any further than he al-
ready has.”

“He looked pretty smooth out
there,” tight end L.J. Smith said.
“He’s not trying to push it. He’s
getting his timing down and he
caught a couple balls.”

The injury to Owens was a
huge blow for a team that domi-
nated the NFC and clinched the
No. 1 seed in the conference after
just 14 games. Owens invigorated
the Eagles with his attitude, en-
thusiasm and stellar perfor-
mance, adding a swagger to a
team that desperately needed a
personality.

With him, the offense was ex-
tremely potent, averaging 25.4
points in 14 games. After Owens
was injured, the Eagles lost the
last two regular-season games in
which most starters hardly
played and others rested.

But the Eagles are 2-0 without
Owens in games that matter.
While the offense hasn’t been
dominant without Owens, they’ve
scored 27 points in each of their
playoff games against Minnesota
and Atlanta.

“You have to account for him
when he is on the field,” team-
mate Hank Fraley said, “because
he is a playmaker.”

Browns are still quietly waiting for their Romeo

Eagles’ showman vows
to play on grand stage

AP

Terrell Ownes sprained his ankle and broke his leg during a game on

Dec. 19 and doctors have advised him not to play in the Super Bowl.

I feel great.

I’m proving a

lot of people

wrong. The

sky is the

limit for me.

There are no

limitations.

Terrell Owens

Eagles wide receiver
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BY ROB MAADDI

The Associated Press

PHILADELPHIA — The Phila-
delphia Eagles haven’t lost their
swagger.

Despite being seven-point un-
derdogs against the New England
Patriots on Sunday, the Eagles are
walking around as though they’re
favored to win the Super Bowl.

“We’re not just happy to be
here, we’re here to win the game,”
center Hank Fraley said Monday.

This is Philadelphia’s first trip
to the Super Bowl in 24 years, and
just five players — defensive end
Jevon Kearse and right tackle
Jon Runyan are the only starters
— have played in the big game.

The Eagles haven’t won a cham-
pionship since 1960, while the Pa-
triots are seeking their third title
in four years.

Still, this is a confident, even
cocky, bunch.

“They think they’re as good as
any team in the NFL,” Eagles
coach Andy Reid said. “They un-
derstand that you have to prove

that each and every Sunday. I
think that’s how they’re approach-
ing this.”

The Eagles (15-3) dominated
the NFC this season, winning
nine games by double-digit mar-
gins, including five by at least 21
points. Even without injured
All-Pro receiver Terrell Owens,
they outscored Minnesota and At-
lanta 54-24 in the playoffs.

But the Patriots (16-2) are the
defending champions, and they
shut down Peyton Manning and
the rest of the Indianapolis Colts
in the playoffs and knocked off
the Steelers in Pittsburgh in the
AFC championship.

“When you play this game,
somebody has to be an underdog.
At times, the underdogs are the
ones that shock you,” Eagles quar-
terback Donovan McNabb said.
“It’s an exciting time for us.
We’re going to go out there and
do our job and have fun.”

Plenty of underdogs have won
the Super Bowl, including the Pa-
triots. New England was nearly a

two-touchdown underdog against
St. Louis when it won its first
championship three years ago.

The point spread makes little
difference to the Eagles.

“I don’t think you need to use
that as motivation in a game as
big as the Super Bowl,” Fraley
said. “People aren’t expecting us
to win this game, so I guess you
could use being a seven-point un-
derdog as motivation, but it’s the
biggest game of the year and it’s
what you play for all year so
that’s motivation enough.”

While the Eagles insist they’re
not overwhelmed by the magni-
tude of this game, they certainly
acted as if they haven’t been here
before. On the flight down, play-
ers captured each other’s every

SEE SWAGGER ON PAGE 31

Eagles enter
Super Bowl
riding a wave
of confidence

AP

Philadelphia Eagles wide receiver Terrell Owens, far left, attracts a throng of reporters during Super Bowl XXXIX Media Day at Alltel Stadium

on Tuesday. Owens, who hasn’t played since suffering a severe ankle injury on Dec. 19, said, “I will play on Sunday.” See story on Page 31.

A media target in Jacksonville

Without Allen,
first-place Sonics
are bowled over

by Spurs

Page 27

SPORTSSPORTS
Union approves Sosa’s trade to O’s;

Knee surgery to sideline Bonds

for much of spring training, Page 28

Philadelphia’s swagger intact

Second-half
comeback boosts

No. 3 Kansas;
Air Force wins

24th consecutive
home game

Page 25

AP

Philadelphia quarterback Donovan

McNabb said, “We are not going

to sit in a room and kick our feet

up and start dwelling on being

here at the Super Bowl. We have

a job to do. This is a loose bunch

and we’ve been having fun.”

AP

Eagles wide receiver Freddie

Mitchell said, “We proved all the

so-called experts wrong.”

Phoenix’s flashy
Nash emerging
as midseason

favorite for MVP

Page 26

AP

Eagles coach Andy Reid said of

his team, “They think they’re as

good as any team in the NFL.”

STARS AND STRIPES, MIDEAST EDITION · Wednesday, February 2, 2005


